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Y Publi ber to the Reader. 


: | HE higheſt Angels are moſt humble 
E ] Creatures;the Church of God is full of 
18 their Services, but knoweth next to 
Y nothing of their Names, Their Works 
ny their Lord and ours, but not Themſelves. 
And if the Evangelical Author of this Book 
1; {could have had his 1W:/7, the Churches of 
2 C.:riſt ſhould not have had his Name. He would 
[2 mri kept himſelf rogethera Benefattor, anda 
3 ſortof franger unto them. 
| Againſt his will it came to be known, that his 
'Book of the Fulfifing of the Scriptures ws his" 
JAnd by the Divine Providence it was miGe ne” 
*ceſſary that his /atrer Works ſhould bear his 
Name. Obſcurity was his Ambition; tho? his 
{Gifts and Graces prove too big and too bright 
Ito be covered. And, in ſhort, it hath pleaſed 
ithe Supream Ruler(and Fountain of Honour) to 
honour him whether he would or no, 
7 TheBook firſt named, is followed with the 
3 Z Eulogies of greate/? Divines : and 1s a — 
J Fucer to the Taſt of all ſerious Chriſtians. His 
A. 3 Foiſta- 


ET EO To the Trader 
Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, dedicated to the Queey's 

Majefly, as moſt graciouſly accepted by | 
Her ; and highly valued by thoſe that I muſt * 
think of the beſt of her Subje&s. Being, as is 
his Diſcourſe of Earthquakes, a Treaſure of © 


things O/d and New ; Michtam's golden Fewels. % 
Arguments, ſeveral, not ſo much as touched 7 


by any.Pen'within her Dominions, or beyond Þ 
them, ſave Mr. Flemming's. Y 
Nevertheleſs it is of this his Treatiſe, that I # 
would fay, with ſubmiſſion to better Judg- 3 
ments, There is none like it, Herein it is, that I © 
think he hath /mga/arly honoured his God, and ® 
I believe his God will very fingularly honour #7 
him. For, is any Diſeaſe more Mortal,or more 7 
Epidemical, than Popiſh Implicit Faith > And 
15 there any to be named, againſt which we are ©: 
ſodeſtitute of Medicines > Is there extant in 7 
£mliſh, or any European Language, any one } 
Rationale of Chriſtianity, in Method ſuited to | 7 
them who do moſt need itz Hath any one ; 7 
Writer, befide our Author, ſet himſelf to teach '# 
Minors the primary Evidences, and reaſonable '* 
Demonſtrations of Chri/tian Faith > I will con © 7 
'him my belt thanks who ſhall name me ſo * 
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much as o2e. | a. 
How ſound and how generous a Medicine 7 


to be the only one, that on no ſlight m—_ 15 
| ave 1 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
have heard of. Being ſo, I no ſooner read it;but 
& I bleſſed 77, and its unknown Author. Privately 
4 and publickly I praiſed it, and finding it notto 
22 be had in our Shops, nor but from Holland, (if 
Z from thence) to be gotten, I preſently reſolyed 
*# to Reprint it. Soon after, hearing. who was the 
2 Author, and where he was, I ſent him notice of 
Z that my fixed Reſolution, whether he conſented 
# tot or no. For thus I argued; that if he were 
Z of the heavenly ſpirit breathing in his Book, he 
Z could not gazzſay it; and it he were of anorber 
®Z ſp:rit,tor the Churches ſervice, it would be 2»- 
7 mocent and prgiſe-worthy to croſs it. But bleſſed 
# be God, and bleſied be he from his Lord and 
# mine, he readily forgave me thu wrong, and 
Z cheerfully I proceeded. 
Z +—No LZzon found I in my way 3 but a ſor79 
23 Worm Icounted the Exclamations of ſome nice 
® Folk, againſt the Phraſe and Style of this con- 
# feſſedly excellent Work. Dutifully I compaſſio- - 
nated the weak ; and no leſs the many fick, of 
# curioſity. Who have ſuch Ulcers in their Palats, 
that they cannot, without crue/ pain, ſwallow 
# the moſt deſirable Dainties, - unleſs they may 
* take them in 0/ and Sugar. Cannot prevail 
# with themſelves to read Periods that require 
J an attentive mind, and the lealt rain of their 
Underſtanding. Wherefore I uſed my Spunge, 
and took out as many expreſſions of mY Au- 
A} thor's 
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thor's Native Language, as I thought would 
diſturb an Ezg/zþ Reader. Subſtituting {ich 
as appeared ſufficiently intelligible. Wiuch 
being done, the Bookſeller was wiſe enough to 
ſet the Preſs going. | 

I fignified my purpoſe to Catechife Youth 
publickly in the Poſttzons and Charatters of 
this Book, one Lords day; as in W. Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm,on the other; by eourſe. Which pra- 


ctice other Miniſters, ſoon told me, that they 


would take up. As, I truſt, mary more will do; 


foraſmuch, as none can be unſenfible what 


multitudes of men do go fo Graſs, on this ſide 
the Alps, as well as on the other; and what a 
fantaſtick Faithcommon Proteſtants do reſt in, 


as well as Romanifts. Making ſhow of a Faith, * 


© + £6 


(as theMoon of aLight,) whereof not any 1s in 
Brit, is painred; themſelves rooted. Sadly it is 
Tai, 1s aNation. ſeen of all, how too too properly 
we are ſtill named Brzttazins; the Faith of 
moſt being ſuch a Paint, as cannot but melz 
and vaziſh in any Trial that is fiery. | 

' Memorable are the words of the Learned 
unhappy Spalate; to this efte& as I remember. 
Zo ſay that I de not my ſelf know why T do be- 
lieve a Relizious Article, but yet I do believe 
it, becauſe the Church in which I am doth Le- 
Hieve it; it s the ſelf-ſame as to ſay, 1 do not 
wy {elf rficn ore of my Eyes, but yes T do Ne the 
Ee FT 


= 
3 

s 

, 

J 
= 
Fy 
] 
ff 


; 
«4; 
[ 


AL oe. alli; ati a. ol: on. - a a on = 


bo The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


thing ſpoken of, becauſe the Company in which I 
3 am doth ſee ir. The good Lord leſſen among 
2 us the number of Men ſo AZ/urd, , 

3 and ſo plainly void of Faith! He 
*Z hath already made \the Leaves of this Book 
2Z ſo healing unto ſome, that in great hopes I 
# commend them unto all. And eſpecially to 
$ the Societies of Toung Men, that hold weekly 
XZ ſtated Meetings for Edifying Conference. In 
2 which, as 1 tell thoſe of my own Charge, 
* they ſhall not find more E//gitle Arguments 
Z than this Book ſtores them with. Happy 
7 they, if, in the beſt ſenſe, they do make 
| them their own! Lord encreaſe holy Faith, 
and quench fiery Faftion ; ſo prayeth 


Bridets-ſtriet near Co- Daniel Burgeſs. 


vent-Gar den, Feb. 28, 


] POSTSCRIPT. 


Nderſianding the Forreign Churches 
| want of this Work, as well as our 
3 own, [ purpoſe ere lym to Travſlate , 
* and ſend it forth in the Latin Tongue. Unleſs 
8 Jome good hand, of more l:iſure, do prevent me, 
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THE 


JUDGMENT 


OF SOME 


London Miniſters 


CONCERNING THIS 


| TREATISE 


Hings of unqueſtionable Excellence 
in themſelves, and of greateſt Im- 
portance unto our welfare, have 
not always the Deepeſt and moſt 

Conſtant Thoughts beſtownupon them. Wit- 

neſs the Satisfaction of our Minds about the 


Matter, and about the Foundations of our Ho- | 


ly Chriſtian Faith. 
It ſeems: too little obſerved, but it can 
never be ſufficiently Lamented, what we do 


- obſerve of Proteſtants negle& 'of the Mar- 


t, 


ter of their Faith. - And yet our ſad Experi- 
ence certifies us, that they are incomparably 
: more 
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more heedlefs of acquainting themſelves with .-. 


Z the Reaſons thereof, © We have very#many 
# that do competemly know, what it is to be 
Z -aChriſtian, forevery ſingle man that canren- 
= der a Reaſon, why he ought to be ſo. 
$ Storms.do make men look to their An- 
X chorsz and we do not know, but aweful 
7 Judgments. are haftning on us, ( being Re- 
Z mote onesdo not awaken. us, } to beat us out 
2 of our inconfiderately choſen Refuges. Our 
Precarious and Unexamined Confidences, 
which in yery Propriety are but Fancy, and 
} not Faith . built upon -any ſolid Grounds. 
zZ However, we muſt all, needs Die; and it is 
 .more than probable, that a near Proſpe& of 
2 the Future State, may conyincingly ſhow the 
Z moſt obſtinate, that the King of Terrours is 
2X not to be conquered, and no Miracles are to 
= be wrought, by an Implicit Faith, ; 
2X Or by dhe of Relivion, that is pda on 
& taken up and walk'd in, meerly endun ef Fn 
Z for Company. O07 
= Wherefore we give our great Thanks to the. 
Z Author of every good Gift ; who hath drawn 
2 this his richly furniſhed Scribe, to ſupply us 
2X with fo very needful a Treatiſe as is here offe- 
2 red. Some of us do Profels that in readiog it, 
& we were ſurprized with Joy and with Wonder, ' 
that a Topick ſo little Written, Diſcourſed, 
"or 


wg. 


or Thought of, ſhould betreated on with ſuch | 


depth of Judgment, and with ſuch Experience. 


as is rarely found in the moſt laudable Wri- 
Thro' the Diyine Bleſſing which we implore, 7 


we hopethat we, and our Brethren through- # 


out theſe Narions, ſhall find good ſucceſs of 
our Peoples uſe of this moſt inftructive'Work, 7 
For which, with the excellent Author, C who 
did but Conſent to this Edition of it ; ) we are 
indebted unto the Reverend and Worthy Pub- 
Jiſher, by whoſe means we receive it. We 
J0yn with both of them, in Prayerto the moſt 
High, that this Rich Seed of the Sower may 
be made Bread of Life to the Eater. | 


William Bates: Mathew Sylveſter, 


Mathew Mead. Daniel Williams, 
Thomas Cole.  Jobn Showers 


John Howe, 


The © Author's 


| PREFACE 
"= His ſmall Treatiſe here offered, # on the | 
8 greatef\Subjet}s that can fall under the 
Conſideration of Mankind ; and is a 
Study, which was never more preſſingly 
called for, than in theſe days, for ma- 
s Ring Peace with God, and 'gaining ſuch an Aſſn: 
* rance of his Truth. as may fully quiet and ſupport tbe 
3 Soul, rhough all ſenſible Preps ſhould be broken, and 
XZ fail, Great changes do ſurely haſten on this Genere- 
7  zion, and the Lite of Faith & in another manner 
* Dike tobe put to Tryal, than finice the Churches Riſe \, 
and Recovery from Amtichriſtian Bondage, The 
Form now wiſibly grows upon the Churches of Chriſt, 
though nothing ought to Faint or Shake the Spirits 
of any, who know their Anchor us ſure and caft with- 
s witbeVail; butthe ſtrongeſt Difficulties, in following 
| the Lord, (when overcome,) yeild the greateſt Vitto- 
ry, and will be not only matter of Foy here, but to all 
Eternity, in baving with Patience and Hope indured, 
and got well through a Throng of Temptations and 
Aſſaults in a reſolute adherence to the Truth, Jf 
amen think it their Wiſdem to ſecure their Private 
Intereſt, by dividing it in ſuch a time from the Pub- 
lick Cauſe of the Reformed Church, and make Tight 
of the greateſt Truths of God new aſſaulted, «f the 
| Blood of the Martyrs, yea of their own Eternal State, 
by any coclneſs or ſkrmkimng from the ſame; they. will 


"The Preface: 
find no Temporal Motives, can ever compenſate that 


boſs and rune which ineunably will mee ſuch in the 


Iſſue. Yea that theſe Words of Mordecai to Eſther, 
(Ef. 4-13, 14.) Have the ſame Voice, and weight 
in this day. What i beld forth in the following 
work, 1 may with bumble. Confidence ſay, was un- 
der ſome preſſure to' have Yuch clear Evidence and 
Quieting Perſuaſion of Divine Truth, as made it leſs 
ea(ie to bave my own Spirit ſatisfied herein, than poſ- 
fibly it may be to others; for if it were not from that 
bleſſed Aſſurance of the Lords being God, of the Re- 
wvelation of Chriſt, and of the Glory to come, I ſpould 
mot know what could be comforting, or make a ratio- 
nral Being deſireable, Some (mpular Ingagements 1 
judge my ſelf alſo to land under, for putting to my 
Seal to the Truth and Faitkfulneſs of God in his 
Word, from many fignal Confirmations hereof in the 
Fourſe of my Pilgrimage, if ſuch a poor Teſtimony 
might be of any weight. Let the Bleſſed Lord, gra- 
ciouſly accept this ſmall offering 10 bim, for the In- 
rereſt of his Truth, by ſo mean an Inſtrument, and 
give ſome Fruit hereof, that may abide, and be 
found in the day of Chriſt, 


4 hope the Reader may find by a Peruſal of the 


I. Chapter of what Serious Uſe and Intent the II. is, 
gea that m this day it was not Unfeaſonable or Incon- 
gruous to the foregoing Subjeft what us beld forth in the 
"{IT. Chapter. But Oh! it 5s ſad and amazing to 
think how few are under that weight of Religion, as 
once to have a Serious Inquiry on the Grounds and 
Reaſons thereof, and to account the moſt ſpecial Aſſi- 
ſtances to their Faith to be the greateſt Helpers of 
their Joy within time, | 
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For attaining a confirmed State in 


J]Rel:010n,&c- 


BJ The Primitive Gonfirmation ih the truth of 

3 Chriſtzanity , held forth and cleared, in its 
continued neceſſity and uſe to this day, im 
ſeven Poſitions. 


3 Poſir, I, HAT nothing can be of a more ſad 

L and threatning aſpeff on the preſent 

F ſtate of | Religion in all the Churches 

1 of Chriſt, than that utter eſtrauge- 

Rrmnent, moſt are under, to the trae grounds of Faith, 

A and to bas fundamental differences betwixt Chriſt 
"JF anity, and every falſe way, which no pretended Reli- 

3 gion can lay claim to, The reaſons of the Poſition, 

MY are theſe, TI, That it is too viſibly manifeſt, how no 

JF men in the worſt know fo little of their own pro- 

A feſſion; of any _— art or ſcience, as _ 
J wao 


(») 
who befr the Name of Chriſtians, * Or are fo | 
generally ſtrangers to the Truth and firmneſs of | 
the Pririciples thereof, for maintaining either a | 
due Valuation, or powerful ſence ot the fame 3 
on. their Soul; ſo that an implicit and Traditional 
Profeſſion is the only part and propriety which # 
moſt: can claim -in the Truth, and Dectrine.they 7 
profeſs. II. That very rarely alſo is any Serious 4 
Perſonal. Inquiry and Tryal, if there be indeed 3 
ſuch a thing as an Experimental and Soul-quick- | 
ning Religion in the Earth, That can bear the 7 
expence of the moſt diſmal and affliting times, 

. and hath. ſo great a _.temporal Revenue, as Peace '! 
with God, an Immediate Communion with him, 
the Joy and Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, when ;} 
we are under ſuch preſſures of trouble as are a. 
bove the ſupport of Nature, III. That the fur- W- 
theſt account, why moſt $9 under. the narne of } 
Chriſtians, rather than of any other form, can {| 

*riſe no higher than Cuſtom and Education, that Wt: 
it did beſpeak them from their Birth, and was | 
the Religion of their Anceſtors z yea , become in | 
that manner natural to them as the Cuſtoms and | 
Language of their Country. Which are grounds ! 
that would determine to the very oppoſite Profeſ- * 
ſion, if they were ſtared under the ſamo circum- ©” 
ſtances, and had the ſame motives to be Aabus J 
metans ; (ince. it is ſure theſe can found no other # 
Adenr, than is ſuitable to the Nature and Strength | 
thereot, IV. That thus it is plain the moſt nume- © 
rous part ot Viſible-Profeffours; aredeftirute of any | 
defence from internal motives, and folid convidti- } 
on of the truth they profeſs, upon ts own evidence ; * 


and there Was REVEr more Cauſe to fear, ſome un- 
uſus} Þ 


(3) 


uſual apoſtacy frem the very viſible profeſion of 
Z Chriſt, upon any violent tryal and affaulc this 
Z way, When ſuch find it more caſy to render up 
 # their Religion, than to adhere to the ſame , un- 

X der ſtrong temprations, who yet never knew that 

= ſubſtance, advantage, or certainty herein, as 

ÞF could preponderate with the want of all external 

X motives tor ſuch a profeſſion. 

3 Pofir, Il, That thus one of the higheſt ſervices of 
BM ebeſe times , for the publick good of the Church, does 
Vf convincimply lye here; to have the faith of affent 
' Frorbe rruth and doerrine of Chriſt, in a clear and 
'& firm: certainty of the judgment, on its own evi- 
1 dence, more wigorouſly promoted and the pr 
tf means and aſſiftances, which the Lord bath groen 
= for this end, in ſome other manner yet improved, 
Bf than ſeems to ve at this day, for a more univerſal 
Be, The grounds to inforce the neceſsity hereof 
JJ are theſe; 1}, Thar it's fure wherever the Goſpel 
is revealed to men, it comes with fo full an 
2 affurance of underſtanding , and ſufficiency of 
F objective evidence, as can admit of no poſible 
Zdoubtfulneſs herein. Which is the credit and glory 
Yof our religion, that in no other way it doth require 
Facceptance , bur with the furtheſt conviction of 
Fevidence, IT. Becauſe the expreſs delign and ten- 
Fdency of this bleſſed revelation, is no leſs to 
Found ſuch a rational aflurance in the judgment, 
'*Þt its truth , than to ingage the will and conſent, 
4Por imbracing thereof ; and though ſuch great de- 
Zpnonſtrations for this end can-only , in /uo genere , 
Fave a convincing influence to perſwade the un- 
Fcrſtanding , yet are:they of ſuch weight here, as 
ext to the demonſtration of. the Spirit of God , 
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they are the greateſt means to bring up mens aſſent | 
to a full and quicting reſt on that ſecurity to which # 
they muſt truſt themſelves for ever, and to let 7 


them fee, that this even here by the way, is 
afluredly full » though not = their enjoyment, 2 
III, Becauſe this faith of afſent, ſhould be firſt 7 


followed in the order of nature, as being the very 


firſt principle of converſion, to know and be ſure, } 
that God hath ſent his fon into the world to ſave 7? 
finners; wherein as the Holy Ghoſt is not the 2 
Obj-Aive, but the Efficient Cauſe of our Faith, © 
ſo is not the internal work and Teſtimony, he 
ives on the Soul the firſt Teſtimony, but muſt ? 
of have reſpe& to the revelation | of the Word © 
without, and ſuch demonſtrative evidences thereof, |} 
wherewith it is revealed to the world, Nor may any } 
ever ſeparate , that which God hath himſelf fo in- I 
diflolubly joyned, IV, That there is ſo convin- | 
cing a neceſſity and uſe hereof to the Church, and | 
in a ſpecial way with reſpect to the youth, for a 
more firm laying of the groundwork of their 5 
Chriſtian profeſſion, and for the ſced-plot of a! 
blefled and defirable growth amongſt ſuch in this ® 
day ; that they might thus know early , ſomething 
of theſe primary grounds and demonſtrations of their 7 
faith ;ſo alſo is it a ſtudy of that high importance, 
as I humbly judge ſhould be of notable uſe for a! 
Manuduction in the firſt place to Students of Divi-} 
nity, before they launch forth in that vaſt and im- 7 
menſe Ocean of the ſpeculative part thereof ; and 3 
for being at ſorhe greater advantage thus for} 
carrying on ſuch a confirming work in the Church? 
in their future ſervice, V. Yea of what uſe might 
this: be with reſpect to many , who may be fore. 
| haunted 
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haunted, with hidden and dreadful temptations to 
infidelity, and to weaken them in the very foundations 
of their faith ; who are wholly unfurniſhed of any 
ſuch grounds and arguments in their judgment to 
repel the ſame: and it 1s certain that to believe firmly 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that God was manifeſted 


"F in our nature, to fave man, is with reſpect to the 


objet a much higher act of faith, than to believe , 
that he will fave us; {ince as the one doth unſpeak- 
ably more tranſcend all human reafon than the 
other, ſo doth the Apoſtle thus argue from the 
greater to the leſs, Rom, 8, 32, that he who 
gave bis own fon to the death z will he not alſo 
with him give us all things ? 

Pofar, Ill. That ſuch « Confirming Work, was 
moſt ſpecially followed in the Practice of the Primitive 
Times, and one of the great Ends of the Miniftry of 
ihe Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, zo bawe this Faith of 
Aﬀſent and Doftrinal Certainty thereof, on its proper 
Grounds and Evidences, deeply founded in Mens 


| Fudgment ; is ſo clear as cannot come under Debate. 


]. That this way did the great Author of our Pro- 
feſſion hiaſelf take, not only by the Authority of 
his Word, and the Power and. Energy of Grace, 
but with that Convincing Evidence and Demon- 
ſtration of his Truth to Mens Underſtanding, as 
might found alſo a firm and rational Aſſurance here. 
of, II. That for this End, he did pray the Father, 
Job, 17.2.1. and was ſo much prefled herein, that 
fo great an external Demonſtration of the Truth of 
the Goſpel, in the Concord and Unity of his Peo- 
ple, might be kept clear, that the World might thus 


2 believe that he was ſent of God, and have a deeper 


Conviftion bereof wrought in them, by ſuch an E- 
"Wl ' vidence 
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videne?, - III, That one ſpecial Intent of the Go. | 
ſpel of Luke, was for this end, Luke 1, 4. That} 
men might know not only the things themſelves by # 
a naked Relation, but the Certainty of theſe things, 4 
wherein they had been formerly Inſtrudted, ? 
IV, That herein did the Miniſtry of Apollos o | 
brightly ſhine forth, A#. 18. 28. And was then Þ 
of moſt ſingular uſe ro the Chyrch, by that clear- 3 
neſs of rational Convidtion and demonſtrative Ar. # 
- guments for the Truth of Chriſt, as the greateſt gain- | 
ſayers could not withſtand,  V. That it's ſure it was } 
then withour Exception exprefly required of the 5 
meaneft wirhin the Church, to be always ready to 7 
render the Reaſons of their Hope to all who asked ; 
and not only ro know what they did Bclieve, but 
why they did ſo, as is clear, 1 Per, 9. 15.% 
This could not be by bringing forth of internal Evi- 
dences, for Conviction of others, buc by giving |} 
them an account of the moſt cogent grounds and | 
demonſtrations of the Goſpel, as might be moſt 
prevalent, and confirming to the weak, and leave | 
others incxcuſable; and ſeems go have been then | 
ſpecially prefſed in theſe Primitive Times, fs a proper | 
'Teft of their Chriſtian Profeflion. VI. And we ſee 
herein alſo, how much theſe excellent Bereans were | 
eaken up, and were ſo highly commended of the Holy ? 
Ghoſt, 44. 17. 11. To know the demonſftrative | 
part of Chriſtianity, and by its awn evidence, with Þ 
that intire harmony and confgnt of the Scripture 7? 
therein, and their being thus diligently intent in Þ 
that comparing-work of Religion, 'to' ſee the | 
truth thereof not ſingly and apart by themſelves * 
alone, bur in that joynt-union & coherence wherein | 
they ſtand, each in their own room, for _— F 
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FFI 
and giving light to other, | VIT, That this was the 
way alſo, wherein the Goipel did come to the 
Gentile Church is clearly ſhewed x Theſ. 1. 5. 
Not in Word only, but as in Power, and in the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſo alſo in much Aſſurance of Underſtanding, 
upon'its own Evidence , which was that way, it did 
ſo wonderfully prevail over the world againſt nature, 
and the ſtream of fleſh and blood, thac ſtood in the 
furtheſt oppoſition rherero. VIIT. That one of the 
greateſt ſervices of the Apoſtles in their viſiting the 
Churches , did exprefly lie here, Ats 14, 22. To 
confirm the ſouls of the Difciples in the firlt place 
in the certainty of rheir faich, and chen in exhort» 
ing them to continue in the ſame, ſo as they might 
follow the Lord, with rhe furtheſt light and affurance 
of Mind, amidit the grear Tryals of ſuch a time, 
IX. That it's this way alſo the World 1s rendred in- 
excuſable for their misbelief of the Goſpel, when un- 
der ſuch ſufficiency of means given for this end, by fo 
great' a diſcovery of the confirming evidences of its 
rruch, fo as they can have no pretence herein, bus 
an obſtinacy and reſolution not to be convinced ;.on 
which ground doth our Blefſed Lord teſtify, char it 
was no: want of light, upon the certainty of his truth, 
why men did not receive it, but that they loved 
darkneſs better than light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil; and when ſuch clear, rational, and convincing 
evidences are laid open to their view , how moſt 
men poſſibly can get theſe put by or rejeted, is not 
eaſy to. comprehend, but that a real Irritation and 
torment of Spirir, From ſuch clearneſs of evidence, 
3 doth thus more tend to harden than convince; 
; Pofir, 1V. That there is @ contmued neceſſity of 
3 ſoch a Confirmation in _ Faith to this day, what 
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ever can be objefied of ſo long a conſent and preſcrip- | 
zion of time in the profeſſion thereof, is fully demon- | 
ffrable on theſe grounds. I, Becauſe it is ſure, the * 
Chrifrian faith doth till need theſe afliſtances and ic * 
15a ſtrange miſtake,that only for Heathens and Atheiſts, * 
ſuch confirming evidences of the fame ſhould be pro- 2? 


poſed, bur not for any under a viſible profeſſion, when J 


the whole of Divinity, and Dotrize of our Faith, is | 


fo full of demonttrative arguments, for the daily ? 


uſe of the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſtians in their paſſage 
through time. 1, That as the higheſt motives to |! 
all ſerious godlineſs and the moral duties of Chriſtia- 
pity muſt needs be from irs known certainty to us, 
fo 1s the continued uſe thereof to be ſtill the ſame, ? 
1. That theſe numerous tryals and conflicts of 
Chriſtians now, do no leſs call for ſome higher 
eſtabliſhment in the truth on which they muſt alone 
reſt when all viſible props fail in their judgments,than 
of ſupporting grace; noris it conceivable how men 
can this day walk in the light of any true joy and 
comfort, without a more ſolid affurance of their 
being on ſafe grounds herein than moſt ſeem to reckon. 
IV. Becauſe the revelation of the Goſpel, and of an 
eternal ftate in another world, is ſo great and won- 
derful,as it's ſtrange how this is not the higheſt inter- 
eft of mens life, ro have their faith more deeply con- 
firmed on the furtheſt cryal oftheirſecurity now by the 
way berein, who muſt ſhortly make fo great a tryal 
thereof at death ; for if we were but once come 
thus far as to ask our own Soul what the Chriftian 
Faith indeed is, that we are thus called to believe, it 
could riot poſſibly but beget ſome extafie of won- 
dering at the greatneſs thereof , and to reckon 
any light and implicit affent to the ſame as a _ 


(9) 
both of Atheiſm and Indifferency in this matter. 
V, Though there be no conflict with Heathens,as in 
the firſt times, yer was ſuch a ſpirit never ar a higher 
pitch than ir is now to take off all firm afſent tothe 
greateſt principles of truth, when Atheiſm ſeems 
to be at its laſt attempt in the world , and we 
are fallen in ſo amazing an hour of the power of 
darkneſs as makes theſe latter times more remarka- 
bly perillous and trying than the firſt, VI Yea if 
ſuch a confirming work, be one of the preateſt 
means to advance the repute and honour of Religi- 
on,when its wonted awe and veneration is a far loft, 
and to awake men to deeper impreſſions of its truth, 
when ſo few ſeem now under any ſuch weight ; then 
it 1s Certain there was never more need of the ſame 
than in this day. 

Polit, V, That ſuch a Service to the Church, doth 
not only reſpe&} the more knowing, inquiſitive, and ju- 
dicious part thereof, but the meaneſt Profeſſours. of Re- 
ligion alſ:, of whom this is neceſſarily required, is E- 
vident on theſe grounds. I. Becauſe each Chriſtian 
ſhould have undoubtedly ſuch a bal/aft on their own 
Soul, of the ſolid and rational Grounds of their 
Faith,. as well as thoſe of greater parts and Endow- 
ments : the promoting of which were it more deeply 
conſidered, I dare humbly adventure to fay would 
be found one of the choiceſt means to promote Chriſ- 
tianity this day. II, Becauſe this is not to drive any 
to doubt or queſtion the leaſt ſincere degree of aſſent, 
though it be not with ſuch ſtrength of evidence as 
in others, nor can by that formal argumentation 
Fre the ſame account thereof ; fince a few grounds 
this way may ſpecially help to ſome ſolid convition 
& confirming of thej mind, when they may, be igno- 
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rant of many other cogent arguments for this end; ' 
bur *tis certain alſo the greater clearnefs of evidence # 
doth till in the appointed way of means lead in to 2 
2 more firm and ſtrong affent 'of the judgment, to # 
the truth of our Religion. [1]. Becauſe the ſtrength ? 
of the foundation in it ſelf cannot be enough if it be 
not with ſuch a known evidence, as men may build 
firmly and with aſſurance thereon: Nor hath the Lord 3 
thus only deſigned to give his people an infallible and 

gore teſtimony to adventure on, but that it ſhould be 

7 made ſure alſo to them. IV. Becauſe none can in 

\ truth fay that Feſas 15 the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Cor. 22, 3. by which is not to be undzrftood 
ſo much the necefliry of ſupernatural grace, for 
a ſaving faith, but that none can give a true afſent 
and confeſſion of the ſame, bur from theſe grounds 
and arguments which are revealed by the Holy Ghoſt 
unto men for this end; and asit*s certain that theſe 
Charaters & evidence of Divinity, which are imprint- 
ed on the whole revelation of the Goſpel, may be 
clear and demonſtrative to our judgment, fo are they 
as truly divine , as the doftrine which is confirmed 
thereby, V. Becauſe there can be no poſlible cauſe 
for Unbelief of the truth from any intricate obſcure- 
neſs of the ſame, when rhe Lord hath given ſuch 
great aſſiſtances to our faith to be as milk for babes 
as well as meat to ſtrong men, And though it be 
objected that the furtheſt objective evidence of the 
Goſpel, with ſo clear and ſtrong a conveyance 
thereof, is yet fo little operative on moſt ; the ſame 
might be ſaid alſo of the whole letter of the Scrip- 
ture; but tho this tends not in the leaſt to reſolve 
our Religion into any meer exerciſe of reaſon, and 
leaves the whole work of the Spirit, inits energy and 
F. Fn Eo. | operati- 
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operation therewith on mens ſouls, intire z yet doth it 
fully evince ſuch a ſufficiency of evidence with the 
Chriſtian faith, as makes any doubttfulneſs herein 
fimply impoſſible, through want of the greateſt 
advantage of means ; yea ſuch as are of another 
kind than ro induce'only a probable per/waſion of the 
fame, VI, Becauſe it is one of ric faddett Symp- 
toms of the preſent State of Religion, that ſo few 
almoſt in whole Congregations can give any clear 
Afent to the Truth and Certainty thereof, bur to 
Amazement both live and dic Strangers to the ſame, 
yea how many of theſs who are otherwiſe Szricus 
in Religion, yet have their Faith &arwved this way, 
and are deſtitute of any ſuch ſupport ; bur as it is. 
not the wwmerouſneſs of Profeſſours, bur the Strength 
and ſolidity of their Faith, wherein the Churches 
Strength moſt lies, and hath more flouriſhed in a 
few ſuch to beget a greater Awe and Veneration of 
Religion amongſt Men, than at other times in the 
greateſt Mulritude ; fo is it the Glory of Divine 
Truth, that ir can ſubfiſt by its own proper Evi- 
dence, and preſerve its Station inthe worlt of times, 
when all External Arguments do moſt viſibly ceaſe, 
Poſit, VI. That it's fully demonſtrable and clear, 
how no ſimple inftrutfing of men in the general Prin- 
ciples of Religion, can be the proper and adequate 
means for ſuch a Faith of Aſſent to the Truth theres 
of, on its own Evidence, or anſwer that Apoltolick 
Pattern of laying the Foundation, Heb.6.2., But that 
ſome ſpecial Duties elſe are called for to ſo high anend ; 
ſuch wher+in mt only that true Primitive Confirmati- 
on in the Chriſtian Faith might bave ſome Prattical 
uſe, but we might alſo Hope therewith, for a more re- 
markable out-leting of Confiring Inſuences f the 
F, "Re wn parts 
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Spirit of God, What is to be underſtood herein ] | 
ſhall bumbly offer in a few particulars, 
| I. Thatitis one of the greateſt concerns of the X46- 
niſterial Work, and of the Key of Dofrine, to have 
all who hear the Goſpel, in the firff place prefled 
to take Religion ſo far to Heart, as to make a ſeri- 
ous inquiry into the Grounds and Reaſons hereof, 
and thus to know their being on ſure ground here- 
in, not becauſe they know not another way, but 
becauſe they know this is the alone way of Truth, 
to which they dare truſt their Immortal Souls. 
IT. That for this End the Supream "Truths of Reli. 
| on be repreſented with that certainty of Evidence, 
and Demonſtration, as both ſuch great and marvel- 
lous things do require, and the temper of ſuch a 
gain-ſaying Age now calls for; and to have this preſ- 
ſed more on mens Judgment and Conſcience, that 
the rhings of God, which are of the higheſ# Conſe- 


quence, Reality and Subſtance, can have no poſlible 
Reception by any implicite or probable belief rhere- 
of, nor can admit any pretence for the ſame, when 
the Lord hath given ſuch kind of Proofs and Evi- 
dence, as leaves mens darkneſs herein without any 


ſhaddow of excuſe. 
\ II. That ir peculiarly belongs to the Catechetical 
Work of Religion, to take ſome account of the mean- 
eſt Profcfſours thereof, and with a ſpecial reſpedt to 
the Touth; of their Faith of Aſſent to the DoArine 
of Chriſt, on what grounds and certainty of evidence 
this is founded, and for their inſtruing therein, as 
well as in the general Principles of Religion ; when 
one of the _ ruiningthings to theChurch lies here, 
that the Profeſſion of moſt is laid in fo deep an Ig- 
Rorance, as they have almoſt nothing to ſay a” the 
5 tg | ; ame, 
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ſame, but a naked Affirmation, I know the diffi... 
culty hereof for the weak may be objected, bur 
without juſt cauſe; ſince as the Prime Truths of 
Religion are few, eaſie and plain for the meaneſt 
Capacity, ſo alſo are the Primary Evidences and 
Demonſtrations of our Paith, it ſuch once with that 
deſire did ſearch after the fame, as for a hidden and 
invaluable Treafure ; wherein this reſpe& ſhould be 
ſtill had, to difference berwixt what is Initial and 
of a more fundamental concern for the weak, and 
what may tend to an hzgher growth and increaſe of 
others. 

HI. Ir ſhould be of greateſt uſe and advantage al- 
ſo for the ſame end, that the yowng growth now ce- 
ming up in the Church, were pur to give ſome ex- 

licit Evidence of their Conſent and Choiee of the 
Profeſſion of Chriſt, ſo far as may witneſs a Ratifi- 
cation of the Baprzſmal Covenant, now as their own 
proper Deed, wherein they were implicitely inga- 
ged in their Infancy. Some ſpecial Grounds and 
Reaſons for this, are; TI. Becauſe God will have 
his Service freely entred in and upon choice, as that 
way which is moſt agreeable to his Honour ; for as 
the Covenant binds mutually, fo do the Seals there- 
of alſo, and therefore upon our part is Baptiſm a Sa- 
cramental Oath of Allegiance to God. 1I. Becauſe 
it tends to a more reſolute and firm adherence to the 
Service of God, that this buſineſs ſhould be perſo- 
nally brought home roMens Conſcience,eſpecially be- 
fore their firſt admittance to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper,and thus to ingage them as oſhua did, 
Chap. 24. 22, Ne are witneſſs againſt your ſelves 
herein, and they ſaid, We are witneſſes, IIf. Becauſe 
this'is expreſ]y held forth x Per, 3; 21, whete p” 4 
; | $1778 
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riſen is called the anſwer of a good conſcience tfward 
God,upon this grovuno, that ſuch then who were come 
to years of knowledge, were perſonally brought to 
confirm by their own conſent that ſfolemnIngagement 
and Dedication by Baptiſm to be the Lords,and there. 
fore it is called zmparmea, Which 1s vox jurjs, and 
Ggnifies, {ponſio, © ſtipnlatio publica inter Chriſtia- 
num, & Dominum Chrifkum, as the moſt Judicious 
Commentators on that Scripture do clearly render it; 
and fo this was a ſpecial part of the Primitive Pra- 
Ctice, not only with reſpect to ſuch, who were 
Converted trom Heatheniſm, but were born with» 
in the Church, and Partakers of that Seal of Baptiſm 
in their Infancy, to bring them to. anſwer to that 
great Demand of the Covenant, Do you now Con- 


ſent upon Evidence and Choice, to be the Lords, and. 


to be a Subjzct of his Kingdom, and embrace the 
Laws thereof, and do you thus in Gincerity . and 
Truth declare the ſame wherein you have a good 
Conſcience before God? And of what bleſfed Fruit 
and Advantage ſhould this be both for the Increaſe 
and Honour of the Goſpel, if this were more deep- 
ly taken to Heart for ſome Praftical uſe, according 
to the Rule, and Primitive Pattern in the Churches 
of Chriſt? 

IV. It were ſpecially defirable alſo, that there be 
ſome clear view and ſummary by it ſelf, of the moſt 
cogent Grounds and Demonſtrations of the Chriſtian 
Faith, with reſpe& both ro the Do&rmal, Hiſtorie 
cal, and Prophetical part thereof, and in that man- 
ner accommodated , as the meaneſt within the 
Church might have ſuch a help ſtill ar their band, 
and thus with the leaſt expence of time, be y_ 
&d of ſuch Arguments and. Reaſons, as ſhould tend 
WE DP-rrs:, (through 
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( through the Bleſſing of God) not only to the 
furtheſt rational Aﬀent, and Certainty of the Truth 
of their Profeſſion, but to give a moſt ſpecial ſup- 
'Z port of Mind againft that inward Tryal of Satans 
2Þ Temptations and Fiery Darts this way ; yea is ſuch 
2 a mean, that in the ſerious Improvement hereof by 
Z having ſuch Evidences once brought in on Mens 
3 Judgment, and Conſcience, ſo as to ſee with their 
3 own Eyes the Truth of the ſame, I muſt humbly 
2 judge, there is-nothing, nexz to the imternal work 
of the Spirit, of this kind, might tend more to pro- 
mote the Kingdom of Chrilt in this day, 
"3 Poſt. VII, That as there are ſome more fignal Peri. 
3 odsot time, ro which @ greater brightneſs and increaſe of 
37 Light hath reſpe& under the New Teſtament ; /o doth 
XZ there now ſeem to be ſome remarkable Call and Excite» 
ment,to ſuch a Confirming Workin thi day about the 
Chriſtian Faith; when we mey hope that -@ more fo 
lemn and reſtoring time of Religion #u the World, is 
| 014 near approach, (though all ſenſible evidence would 
ſeems. to controul thu.) and may be now more looked 
after, and prepared for, under &@ ſuitable Imprefſi 
on of theſe Grounds for the ſame. I. That tbe pro- 
miſed time of the Converſion of the Fews doth afſu. 
redly draw near ; and whatever be judged by ſome 


of the Lords immediate. Appearance herein by a Afi- 


_ rack, yet is it unqueſtionable that nothing in the 


b. way of means could be more promifing and hopeful 


to promote this great end, than 'by promoting 
great a Service as this for the Chriſtian Church, 


3 IL That a greater extent alſo of the Profeſſion of 


Chriſt amongſt the Gertiles, and rending of the 
Vail that is now over many dark Nations, ſeemeth 
gewly inſured therewith ; and what a _ E- 

vidence 


(16) 
vidence ſhould this be if ſuch a Publick aud Catho- 


lick Spirit were more ſeen, how to advance the 
higheſt Ends of Religion on ſuch an account with- ® 


out reſpe& to any partial or divided Intereſt ? Yea 


that this bleſt Z:al of God might in that manner * 
appear to have the dark World get a more clear and 4 
convincing proſpect of the higheſt rational Demon- ® 
ftrations of Chriſtianity, as might through the Lords 7 


Gracious Concurrence bring men once to an Ingui- ©: 


ſitive and Serious Spirit about the ſame. Oh that !! 
fuch may be raiſed up in this diſmal hour with 
ſomething of that ancient Spirit, to travel with de- 
fire for the Salvation of Mankind, and of whom it 
may be ſaid, as of bleft Nehemiah, theſe are indeed 
come to ſeek the welfare of their People, in rhe. 7 
greateſt Intereſt, III, And this farther excitement 


we are now under for this end, in a time when F 


Popery ſeems to be upon one of its laſt and greateſt # 
Afaults againſt the Church fince it's ſo clear that ? 
what ever tends to Confirm Men in Chriſtianity ! 
from their own Tryal and Inquiry upon the Con- © 
firming Evidences thereof, muſt have the ſame Na- 2 
tive reſult, to make ſuch Confirmed Proteftants 5 |: 
yea nothing is more demonſtrable than that the Me- 
thod and Grounds thar are taken both to ingageand 2} 


fix men in the Popiſh Profefſion, have the ſame ra- © 


tional 'Tendency to promote Atheiſm, and to give ® 
Infidels the greateſt Advantage to reje& the Profeſ= 7 
Hon of Chriſt. He that hath Ears fo hear, let bim 
bear, Amen, | 


CHAP, 


YC 
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1 The Confirming Work of Religion; reduced to Prat 
8. cal Uſes in ſome char view of thoſe Primary 


4 : Grounds, and Demonſtrations of cur Faith, which . 
Y 3 Tone ſhould pretend, Jgnorance of, who enter the 
i; of Profeſſion of Chrift upon choice, and Certainty of 


Ewiaence, 


dation of all Religion ? 
Anſ. Though this is Principally founded on the 
Sacred Truth and Authority of his own Word, yet 
I am with the furtheſt Infallible Evidence confirmed 
herein; IT. That it can be no mofe ſure, that this 
marvellous frame of the Heavens and Earth hath a 
being, and is the Object of our Senſe, than that a 
"#4 I Infinite Wiſdom and Power mult be the 
firlt cauſe hereof, -anduit were ſimply impoſlible it 
could ever otherwiſe have been,  . 1. That he hath 
thus made himſelf V;/ble to. our Eyes, by ſuch a wi- 

fivle World, and in ſo exquiſite-an Order and Corre- 
ſpondence to ſupport the ſame, as nothing ſtands 

FF 2lone by it ſelf,” but in a line of mutual reſpect, 
23 which runs through the whole Creation, We may 
7 25 Clearly thus fee, that God is,. as that there is 
an inviſible Soul in a living Body, IH. That this 
Harmony 1s amongſt things, in their own Nature 


ly 


je | 

c | 

- 3 Qu, I, Hat Reaſons, and Demonſtrati- 
1 4 ons, can you give for ſo great a 
\ 7 Faith as that of the Glorious Being of God, who 
. IF} #s inviſible to humane Senſe ;, fince 1his is the Foun- 
= 
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fo Contrary and DeftruQive to: other, for to. hold 
this wonderful frame, as all muſt abandon Reaſpn, 
or ſee an infinitely wiſe Condut herein 3 and no # 
need of Extraordinary Miracles, to Confirm what | 
the * whole Conſtitutions of Nature do , Wineſ; 
IV. That this rare frame of man could never have / 
come in being, but by him who could Unite ſuch 
different Subſtances as a Material Body, and an Ins |; 
material Soul, in ſo near and marvellous an Union, % 
V. That there is ſuch an univerſal Conſent of Man: ! 
kind in all Apes thereto, as ſhews Religion to be! 
founded in the very Nature of Many 'and as Effenti- # 
al to his Being, as his Reaſon is, yea that the ult!- ! 
mate difference of Man from the Beaſt, and moſt # 
effential Property of humane Nature lies here, 
VI. That though every one be an Enemy to what} 
torments him ; yet it. was never poſsible for an' A-Þ 
theiſt ro free himſelf from that unavoidable Senſ:| 
and Fear of a Deity; nor, in a World fo much loft } 
in Wickedneſs, could he ever extinguiſh the awe of 
Religion, or make any rational Oppoſition to this 
greateſt Article of the common Faith of Mankind, | 
VII. That the Reaſon of the whole Conflitution of | 
Nature, and vicifsitude of things here, 1s ſo great, 
as, without ſhutting out the uſe of Reaſon, we can- | 
not but ſee, how nothing poſibly could have. been! 
berter; and that any want hereof in the whole frame | 
of the Univerſe, would be as the Diſſocation of a 
joynt of the Body, and were not conceivable to be ? 
otherwiſe than it is by Infinite Wiſdom appointed, Z 
'VIII, That it's fimply impoſsible that God Blefled? 
for ever {h8uld not exiſt, or that this Univerſc, j 
( which is a work ſo highly becoming the greatneſs} 


af irs Maker could poſibly ſubſiſt for one hour or 
minute x 


(19) 
minute of rimey without a Supream Independent 
Power and Being, on which all Viſible Beings have 
their Dependance, fince they cannot depend upon 
nothing, IX, That ſuch is the abſolute neceſrity 
of the Faith alſo of a God-Head, as without this the 
ſtate of Mankind could not w2orally ſubliſlt, or any 
poſsible Order, Subjetion, Piety, and Juſtice, be 
to ſupport Human Society, but as Bradwardine ſaith, 
O quam neceſſe eff bunc eſſe, quem impoſſibile eff non 
eſſe. X.How plain 1s it,that men cannot bur ſee theſe 
effes of his Power on the Conſcience, in the Cer- 
tainty of a Prophetick Light and Diſcovery as hath 
been oft given of Future things, and in the undeni- 
able Truth of Miracles, ſo as ſuch a Prodigy as a 
profeſt Atheift, can have no claim ro humane Race, 
as a rational Being, more than the greateſt monſter. 
in Nature to ©: - true man, 

Qu. II. } _ doth witneſs the Worlds not bemg 
Eternal, and its firſt Original and Begining from 
God, to Confirm your Faith herein, by rational De- 
monſtration? | 

Anſ., 1. That Eternity is an Incommunica- 
ble Perfe&tion of the firſt Cauſe, and that which 1s 
made up of corruptible and periſhing things, as this 
Vifible World cannot poſsibly be in it ſelf Exer- 
nal; nor could ever prodiice it ſelf, ſince thus it 
muſt both be and not be at the ſame time, 
which .is the greateſt Contradiction. II. That if 
there be ſuch a thing now as time, there can be no 
judging of Days, Years and Ages to be Infinire, or 
how one thing in a continued order, ſhould thus go 
before another, without coming to ſome firſt begin. 
ning, [II If there be a gradual Increaſe of human 
Learning on the Earth, and a further diſcovery -of 
C2 Arts 
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Atts and Sciences 5 and the greateſt Experiments 
and Inventions have been but of a late Riſe and 


Date ; then can there not poflibly be an Eternal 3 
Succeſſion of Mankind, with a continued, Progreſs * 


and Experience this way z nor can it be that but of # 


late one part of the World is known and diſcovered Þ 
ro another, W, That fo ſhort an Hiſtory as we 7 
have in the moſt Ancient Records of time, were # 
wholly Inconſiſtent with fuch an Eternal Duration, * 
or that Infinite Ages preceding ſhould leave no re- | 


membrance to Poſterity, when ſo ſmall a meaſure of 


time, as a few thouſand years, have left ſo much. 


V. Nor could: men beget men Eternally without 


going back to ſome firſt man, who could not be- 
get himſelf, VI. That if Erernity be preferable to 3 


time, then ſhould not the excellenteſt being in the Z 


Earth, an, be thus corruptible, and only this in- Wh 
animate Maſs of the Earth Ecernal, VII, That in- | 


finite Ages paſt, though they ſhould have but multi- } 
plied the race of man in an Age,to two or three more, | 
ſhould have come to that at laſt, that the whole Pre- | 
cinCt of the Earth could not poſſibly bear the pro- 7? 
duct of ſuch an infinite Increaſe 3- and no Wars or | 
extraordinary Judgments were ever yet known to & 


be ſuch, as toreſtrain ſuch an unavoidable growth. 


Qu, II, What infallible Evidence to Reaſon i! x 


there of a Supream Providence, both in the Conſer- | 
vation, and Government of the World ; for Con- © 


firming your Faith of the Scripture herein? 


Anſ, I. Fhat it is clear. the ſupport of this 2 


great: frame of the Univerſe, with that conrinued 3 
and regular courſe of nature herein, is as {imply im- | 
poſlible without an infinite Divine Power, as ars farit } 


Bzing and Creation, Il. That ſuch an extent of !? 
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Providence as reſpeAts ſo innumerable ObjeAs, with 
ſuch a Contrariety both of Qualaties and Paſſions in * 
the fame, muſt needs be from an Infinite and Intel- 


3 ligent Cauſe. 1. That all things to this day, con. 


tinue in that eſtabliſhed Order of ſecond Cauſes, 
wherein God hath placed them by a Law fo Vifibly 
Imprinted on the Nature of things without Reaſon, 
that they do as exactly anſwer the fame in their pro- 
per Courſe and Station, as F they had a rational 
Knowledg of their Duty. IV. That Univerſal re- 
ſpe, the Sur in the Firmament hath to things here 
below,though at ſo great a diſtance, which doth net- 


Þ ther ceaſe, or grow weary to ſend forth its beams and 
2F bidden influences to the meaneſt Creatures,may let us 


clearly ſee,how it hath the ſame Viſible Uſe and End 
to Confirm an Incomprehenſible and Infinite Provi- 


£2 dence about the meaneſt things, as well as the great- 


eſt, ' V, That immediate Precedency of the Soul in 
that lefler World of Man, bears the ſame Evidence 
therewith; which though we never ſaw with our eyes, 
yet doth undeniably aCctuate the whole body in its 
Functions,as the proper Spring of every a&t and Mce 
tion there, VI, It is thus further confirmed, by 
theſe continued vicifiitudes and turns of Summer and 
Winter, and of day and night, that man might have, 
both Light for his Labour, and Darkneſs as a cove» 
ring for his Reſt. VIL By ſuch Viſible Diſcoveries 
of Divine Judgment, and Execution of his h2ws bn 
men here, as all may ſce his Hand thereiv, who yet 
w1l} not hear his Voice in the Word, V1IT, By theſe 
extraordinary and wonderful Works of Providence, 
which have been in all Ages, IX, By to evident 
a reftraint both over Devils, and wicked Men with- 
put which they would quickly diſturb the whole ramp 
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of this Earth, and make it uninhabitable for Human 
Sogety ; if their being thus Bounded and Chained, 
were not as Vifible, as the Certainty of their Being. WM; 
X, By ſuch a Natural Obligation to Moral Duties, 
with the Sence of a difference betwixt good and 
evil, as is founded in the very rational Nature of # 
Man, that none can poffibly root out, even where | 
the Scripture 13 not known, XI, By that Natural | 
Confidence alſo in God, which all Men have, and | 
recourſe to him on any preſent extream hazard, to 
Witneſs not only that the moſt High bears Rule in | 
the Kingdoms of-men, but that the Sence and Eyi- Þ 
dence hereof is unavoidable. F 
Qu. IV. But doth this great Adminiſtration of *! 
| Providence, abous human Aﬀeairs as unchangeably x 
appear, in @ difl-rencing betwsxt the Righteous and | 
the Wicked, by ſome Recompence to the One, and Pu- Þ 
n{hment to the Other, as in the eſtabliſhed courſe of | 
Nature? . | : 
An. It is certain that ſuch as deſire a Confirm. } 
ing of their Faith herein, want it not, with the | 
furtheſt Evidence, but may ever ſee that exact Con- | 
formity in the whole Diſpenſation of Providence, to | 
the Reitude and PerfeQion of the Divine Nature, | 
and how a firm belief that God is, and that he is @ | 
Rewarder of them that Diligently ſeek bim, is one 
and the fame Faith z when we cannot but ſee, | 
I. That natural ſenſe of good and evil, and effential 
difference betwixt the ſame, which is ſo firmly ® 
founded in the Reaſon of all Mankind, asno human | 
Laws or Cuſtom could ever take this off their Con- | 
ſcience, or make an indifference herein, without | 
extinguiſhing, the very Nature of Man ; to ſhew | 
that Eternal and Unchangeable difference, _ k. 
: tne 


- 


he Holy Nature-of God hath put betwixt them; 
IL That we fſee the worſt of Men fo gonſtrain'd > 
0 an awful Senſe and Regard of Truth dnd weldo- 


;. Ming, and to acknowledge the Lovelineſs and Excel- 
5, Mency hereof, as does make them ſeek their own re- 
d Mpute by a falſe ſhew and counterfeit of the ſame; 


Mind gives ſuch a Being apd Riſe to that dreadful 


e WImpoſture of Hypocrifie. III. That it's the Truths 
1 MEPriviledge ever to outlive Falſhood, and prevail o- 


ver the-ſame, yea to have the greater Triumph af- 
ter its ſoreſt Conflictsz and how this is of as tunda- 
mental a Confticution in the courſe of Providence, 
as the moſt firm Eſtabliſhment of Nature. IV. That 
in no time fince man was formed in the Earth, doth 
true Foy and Serenity of Mind, ceaſe to be the Na- 
tive reſult of welldojng, or the Frutt of Righteouſneſs 
to be Peace and Aſſurance of Mind, nor hath it ever 
wanted a Witneſs, even before any Word given of 
the Lords taking Plesſure herein, V. That it's ſo e- 
vident, in the moſt diſmal times, what a publick 
Bl:ſſmg ſuch are, who by more extraordinary Try- 
als have been put ro the higheſt Exerciſe of their 
Grice and Patience; yea how Viſibly ſach have 
been promoted to the moſt honourable Service fcr 
Gad, and to advance the Credit of Religion before 
Men, who on the firſt fight and view have been 
accounted the moſt miſerable of any, VI, Whilſt, 
on the other band, it may be ever ſeen, how with 
the greateſt Proſperity of the wicked here, there are 
Puniſhments of [another kind Diſpenſed, and more 
dreadful than any outward Affliction, ſuch as jad- 
cial Obftinacy, and Blindneſs of Mind in Oppoſition 
to God, even when their own ruine is made Viſible 
'tothem herein, VII How oft men are thus evi- 

C 4 _ dently 


dently condemned 'to- be. happy :in. this World: by 
ſome ſtrange meaſure of Temporal Swcceſs and Proſ- 
perity, before fome- great Fall and Ruine, as the 
Iflue hereof in the laſt ſcere of Providence, doth ful- | 
ly atteſt. VIII, That it's ſeen alſo, -how Sin doth 
ever bring its own Puniſhment with it, in ſome be- 
gun Degree both of Shame and Torment ; and, as | 
Seneca, an Heathen, could ſay, That Wickedneſs 
was the muſt exquiſite Contriver of human Miſery, 
ſo the World likewiſe may ſee how a preſent immu- } 
nity from Judgment is no releaſe, but when its 
Sentence is not /peedily Executed, yet js it at laſt ſure- 
ly executed, IX. And how evident is it, | that the | 
greateſt haters of Godlineſs are yet inforced to juſti- 
fe the ſame and the Chriſtians choice herein, as the | 
_ Lreateſt Wiſdom, upon any ſurprizing State and 
Extremity ; yea how ſuch would be glad to: joyn 
Intereſts then with ſuch in their Death, whom' they 
moſt contemned in their Life. V1 
Qu. V. How 3s it Convincing and Demonſftrable, 
that God hath given any clear and expreſs Revelati- 
on of fois Will and Counſel unto 81en, and that ſuch 
@ wonderful Record & undoubtedly extant in the 
World. | CE es | Ls 
Anſ. That, I. It is not poſbble to believe the 
Being of God, and not alls the Truth of an eſtabli- 
fhcd Law, and Rule of Cemmetrce betwixt him and 
man here, fo as to know both what we ſhould da,. | 
and whar we ſhould Expect and Hope from, him. } 
H.T hart this alſo muſt be known and diſplay its Pow- 
grand Efficacy to the World,in. that manner,and by 
ſuchjofallible Evidence ef ts Truth, as may render 
a}, inexcuſable, who gzve hot intire Credit thereto, 
II,-1 can he no more clear and aſſured that there 
pon OT We 7%; a” 
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is but one Sun in the Firmament, thin thar there is 
but one Fountain,and Repoſitory of Sacred Light about 
Religion, which is the Scripture, and its being the, 
alone publick Standard of truth to the whole World, 
IV. That no way was eyer made known to reco« 
ver mankind from: a ſtate of Bondage, Darkneſs, 
and Miſery, confiſtent with the very uſe of reaſon, 
but by this bleſſed light which ſhinech there. V. Yea 
that there is as viſible a difference, berwixt the 
ſame and any pretended Religion -which ever was 
befides | in the World, as there is betwixt day and 
zight, which is founded in the immutable nature of 
theſe things in themſelves, VI. Thar there is one 
proper Sphefe, where this glorious Light of Divine 
Truth is fixed, and wherein it ſhines forth from 
one Age to another; which is the Chrifkan 
Church.” 

Qu. VI. But what more peculiar evidences can 
you ſhew of the Divinity ot the Scriptures, that af 
may ſee them to be of infallible truth ? 

Anſ, 1. That it's ſure ſuch a book is this day in 
the Earth; which no created wiſdom cottd ever have 
made, and contains ſuch things of higheſt concern 
to mankind, as does infinitely exceed the bounds of 
human ability and invention, and could never have 
been diſcovered but by God himſelf, II. Thar it 
gives. forth ſuch exquiſire /aws and conſtitutions of 
our religion, .as men muſt needs ſee the byly nature, 
purity, and perfetion of Gd, moſt brightly ſhining 
forth therein, III, Which doth ditcover fo great 
and proper a relief for all thoſe evils and mileries that 
do attend. this fallen eſtate of man, as none but an 


all-ufficient God could work, IV. That he alone 


"muſt be the author of this bicfled record, who 


rules 


rules the World; and hath determined the changes 


and revolutions thereof, when it 1s not more evi- 
dent that theſe vifible Heavens are ftretched forth 
over the Earth, than that this Line of rhe Scripture 

& ſtrerched over the whole Work and Frame of | 
Providence, and doth moſt clearly and"brightly ia- | 
wiinate the ſame, V, That furely this was the * 
produdt of Infinite Wiſdom, that ſo great a variety | 
of matter ſhould meet with ſo viſible a concent and | 
harmony in one perfect and intire frame ; yea knit | 
in ſoclaſe a bond of union together, as makes the | 
whole Bible to be intirely one piece ; though in the 
writing of each' diſtinC&t part thereof ir could never | 
have poſſibly been contrived or foreſeen by human | 


wiſdom, as we ſee here, of fo adnurablean agree- 


ment and correſpondence, as 1s 1n all the parts there- | 
of, VI. That none elſe could have ſpoke to the | 
World, in ſo Maeſtick a way, and ſo becoming þ 
the greatneſs and ſoveraignty of God, to afſume 
ſuch a fupremacy, and give forth Laws for abſo- | 
Jute obedience from all Mankind thereto, - and on 
ſuch a penalty of ercrnal deſtruction yz or that any 
impoſtors, either poſſibly could, or durſt have, in | 
ſuch a manner, perſanated the fame, V II. That | 
it muſt geeds be ht word who perfeftly knows what 
1 in man, and bath anabſoJute aurhority over the 
Soul, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts thereof, 
who thus not only gives law to the Conſcience, 
and our inward parts,' bur doth eſtabliſh an internal # 
Religion there, no lefs abſolutely, than what reſ- 3 
pects our external work and actions: VIIT, Yea ? 
where all may fee the Penmen thereof under fo | 
intire a ſubjetion to the dodtrine which they | 
taught, and that it is no contrivance of their own, | 


b, 

o 

as * 
£ 


Pk, £ 
s they did record their own failings, and imper- 
eftions, in behalf of the truth ; and did thus alſo 
equire all juft reſpeEt and obedience to Magiftrates, 
when through the. whole Earth they were then 
;- FÞreateft Enemies to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
© X. That this muſt be his Word, who alone can 
Werive principles of life to his own inſtitutions, and 
ZEnimate the ſame with a quickening Spirit z and is 
a work above the contrivance of Angels or Men, 
when directed to each new trial of the Church, 
and perſonal cafe of Chriſtians, as though it had 
been alone written for thgt time; fo that I can be 
no more perſuaded in reaſon that there is ſuch a Book 
BF as the Bible in the Earth, "than that it came from 
8 Heaven, and 1s the alone rule of Religion, and 

of Divine Revelation, for the governing of Man- 

kind, 

Qu, VII. How # the ſecure conveyarce of the 
= Scripture demonſtrable amidft all the changes of times 
| 3 pſt, and that there could be no prſſidle tendency to its 
, i corruption? 

. Anpy. 1. That it's ſo undeniably the firſt rule 
oF which. ever was given to mankind about Religion, 
and the alone publick ftandard of Truth, that hath 
endured the trial and inquiry of all times paſt, ſo as 
ro pretences in the matter of Antiquity could yet 
ever be to the contrary. II. Thar there is fo exact 
an Harmony betwixt the Old and New Teftament, 
as the one 1s a viſible tranſcript of the other, in its 
accompliſhment z that I can be no more ſure of ſuch 
a venerable record as the Old Teſtamenr, and its 
unalterable conveyance to the Church, to which 
the whole race of the Jews is yer a ſtanding witneſs, 
than how it is continued and pexfe&ed in the _ 
algon 
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lation of the Goſpel, and but 'ene- intire frame, 
111, That its deliverance was by no private deed, 
- bur by a publick truſt ro the whole Univerſal 
Church; ſo'as it were more eafie 1n the way of | 
reaſon to queſtion the moſt. fundamental ſtatutes 
and laws of .any Nation, by which mens, private 
2ight and property is ſecured, than the truth hereof, | 
IV. That under the Goſpel it hath been fo fully | 
diſperſed - over the World, andin ſuch various lan- 
guages;z that an innumerable company of "Chri- | 
ftians theſe 16,00 years'paſt, have been as common 
living Books of the ſame. V, That thoſe nume- 
rous Verſions and Commentaries written thereon in | 
diverſe Languages, do fully evidence they had the | 
ſame Scripture, and no other than what we have | 
chisday, VI.” That this was delivered to the 
| Ehurch nut only in writing, but in that form of 
ſound words, for keeping cloſe thereto, as could 
admit of no poſhible. rendency to corrupt or alter 
the ſame ; beſides the continued and publick- refe- 
rence that hath been ſince the firſt Ages of the Goſ- 
pel to irs deciſion, which all rheſe harp controyer- 
fies, thar have been in the Church on all ſides, Ya 
mevitably require. 

Qu. VIII. What doth confirm the fall of man, and 
entry of fin into the World, this way, from clear and 
unavoidable evidences of reaſon? 6 BS 

-Anſw. I. That thereis ſuch a thing as fin and 
evil in the World, with the. ſence and conſcience of | 
guilt arifing herecn,amonglt all mankind, can need | 
no proof nor evidence.” II, That it 1s fimply impoſſt- | 
ble this ſhould have. been originally created with 
man ,- or. eflentially belonging to his tirft frame and 
_ Epulticytion, ſince then there could be no conſcience 


of guilt or remorſe, for what was given to be apart 
of himſelf, in his firſt frame; nor could itbe any. 
fin, to act thus ſuitably to. their own , original 
i fate, HI. Thet .it were not conceiveable alſo 
s 8 how one part of m4; ſhould bein ſuch oppoſition 
to another. '.1V, Nor that ſuch a thing as mnherens 
ſhame could. be in rhenature-of man, upon the ſence 
of, guilt, and by fo natural a reſult follow the ſame, 
or thar ſuch ſhould beaſhamedof any part of his - 
own being, if this were not upon an undoubted aps- 
| ftacy. from what once he was, and that" inevitable 
conviction of Gonſcience thar ke now is what he 
ought not- to be, ſo as the certainty of Mans Fall 
though alone revealed in the Scripture, as ro (he 
true cauſe thereof, yet may be as-evident to reaftn, 
as the truth of his being now: is, 


SECTION IL. 


Qu, T. A RE there ſuch afliftances to the Chriſti 
40 an Faith upon that great and aſftoniſt- 
ing myſtery of the Revelation of Chriſt to the World 
as can fully anſwer the greatneſs thereof from clear and 
infallible evidence to Mens Fudgments * 
Anſw. It is ſure there could nothing poffibly be 
delired more to fatisfie the moſt doubtful and fuſpi- 
cious mind than is given for the furtheſt certainty 
hereof, 1, That ſuch a glorious perſon asthe Meſ- 
fiah was' to come, and be anoimted to that great 
work of redeeming mankind from fin and miſery, 
and bring man back again unto God ; and thas 
this promiſe is the alone foundation, whereon the 
 Shurch was founded fince man fell. 11, Thatal 
. the, numerous r3p2s and ſacrifices under . the Law, 
did ſo exprefly tend ro confirm their Faith of thar 


One 
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one bleſſed Propitiatory Sacrifice which was to be 
_ effered up, III. That long ere the New Teſtament 
' was Written, there wasſo clear and exact a protrai 
&ture of the eſſias drawn forth in the O/d, with 


ſuch peculiar marks whereby he ſhould be known f 


to the church, andinfallibly take place in the event, 


as men could not upon any Scripture evidence exped } 


his coming in, another way, IV. That his bum. 
liation and ſufferings were ſoexpreſly held forth and 
foretold, with the peculiar circumſtances thereof, 
in the 53, chap. of Iſaiah, and 9. »of Daniel, as it 
they had been Eye witneſſes of the accompliſhment 


thereof. V, That even the ſpecial ſeaſon: and pe-Þ 
riod of time for accompliſhing this great promiſe was | 


ſo far made known, as upon diligent ſearch ar! in. 


quiry, its near approach might be diſcernable and j 


clear to what, or what manner of time this did ſpe- 
cially relate 5 for which both the Fall of the Me- 
narchies, and Daniels ſeventy weeks were ſet up as 
High-way marks to guide mens Faith herein, 
VI, That irs ſimply impoſſible according to the 
Scripture, how the promiſed Xeſſias could be yet 


ro come, Except the Fews were put in the ſame | 
ſtate they were in at his coming, when now for | 


theſe 1600. Years there hath been no Sceprer, nor 
Lawgiver, no Temple, or daily Sacrifice, 'V II: That 
this great myſtery could never poitibly have entred 


in our thoughts, or be deviſed by any created un- | 


derſtanding, 


Qu, II, But are there as clear and infallible evi | 
dences of the truth of this great promiſe in the event, | 
that ſurely the bleſſed Meiſiias of the World is now 
; £0me, as That it is ſure he was promiſed ? 
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ſo Divine and Wonderful a Perſon was in the days 
of Tiberius Czar raaniteſted to Tſrael, with no out- 
ward ſhew or obſervation z who did fo great and 
marvellous things, before all the people, as were 
above all created power, yea, that he was Crucified 
at Fernſalem, under Pontias Pilate, is a truth in 
the matter of tact, that both Jews and Heathens have 
been enforced ro confeſs it; IT, That this ſpecial 
ſeaſon of his coming into the World is the great Epo- 
cha and period of time from which the Chriſtran 
Churob, hath ever ſince to this day reckoned her ſtate 
and ſucceſfsion,is undoubted and clear alſo. III, That 
the time of his appearance unto the World, did 
ſo exactly ſuit that which was foretold by the 
Prophets, that the Fewiſh Church was at that time 
with greateſt intentneſs looking after the Aefſias ; 


: fo as ſome remarkable /mpsftors rook occaſion trom 
| hence to deceive the Peoplc herem. IV. Thatin 


him who was then revealed, and whom the Chri- 
ſtian Church wrſhips, it's ſure, was moſt exactly 
fulfilled, what ever was forerold, concerning the 
Mefsias in the Old Teſtament; and we doappeal 
herein to theſe Records which all the Fewseven to 
this day do acknowledge to be Divine. V. That 
this was not done in a corner, but in the publick 
view of men in thoſe days, moſt known to all and 
famous ; yea by theſpecial appointment of God at 
ſo ſolemn a time of the Paſſover in Feruſalem, where 
Chriſt our Paſſover was then Sacrificed, VI. "That 
no humane intereſt or policy could potibly be 
in this diſcovery of the G9ſp:]; when nothing could 
have been more vifibly croſs thereto or obſtruftive 


of its ſucceſs, than ſuch a publiſhing of the death and 
ſuffer 


mM hs * inet. ab 
SN Ie Ende ate. Mn St. WERE... co AER oe EE 4 


eR— w__ nr. 


»*% 
INS. ee i 


ile 
A, 


. ing hp pted 
« theſe Clear 


there ſuch a fight to be had hereof, and of infinite 
Divine Wifdom ſhining forth in the ſame as (ſhould | 
be moſt confirming for theſe ends, TI, Thar there 


mighrbe a more Uiſtin& repreſenting of the glory i 


of ths M;fery to Angels and Men, in ſuch @ gra- | 
"dual opening up of the fame, 1, To pt that 
weight and high value on his own Promiſe and'Te- | 

Fimony herein, when on. the alone credit thereof, 


he would thus both try, and bear out the Fairh 


of - bis Church, for fo many Ages, and draw forth 2 
their deſires and longings in all that long ſpace of $ 
time after the ſame, 111, To teſtifie the greatneſs | 
_ of his wrath againſtSiz and the Apoſtacy of mankind, | 
by ſuffering the generality thereof to lye fo long 
RED | under 
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(33) 
under its fatal effefts, IV. To prepare the Church 
for ſo great a reception, by all that long preparatory 
ſervice of legal inſtitutions, it highly becoming 
the greatneſs of this 92yfory, to have ſo ſolemn and 
wondrous an introduction thereto. V, That thus 
the World might have its full trial of the inſufficien- 
cy of natural abilities, and of any improvements of 
| Jy Humane Wiſdom and Learning, for help; after 
this had firſt been at the furtheft height both-in 
Greece and Rome, before the alone Redeemer of the 
Church came. : 
= Qu. IV, What can offer furtheſt convition to the 
BR World,of the Truth of Chriſtianity from its nature and 
WY nternal excellencies; and that it is no leſs eſſentially 
good in its ſelf, than evidently true ? 

Anſw, I, It is undeniable even to thoſe that 
live at a diftance, thar ſuch is the rrutb of Chriſt, 
that rhough all viſible and humane props ſhould 
fail, it can ſubſiſt by its own evidence, and autho- 


ſerved its ſtation in the worſt of times, 1, "Thar 
3925 it holds forth the moſt £xquiſite 7ule of perfettion 


the diſtempers of the mind, and thoſe miſeries which 
attend the humane ſtate here; ſo thar a higher 
glory doth thus reſult to the Holy God, by this diſ- 
enſation of Grace to fallen Man than if he had Rood 
pn his Primitive fate, Il. That it is fare the 
Firuth and Doctrine of Chriſt doth narively 
YJrfend to fix men in a fate of light and Commu- 
non with God, and in a State of Separation in 


he World, IV. That it doth more brightly 
Ihine forth in ſimplicity, and trath and in its inter- 
D nal 


rity over Mens Conſciences ; and hath thus ever pres. 


Fo follow, ſo doth it bring the greateſt relicf to - 


heir Principles, Aﬀetion, and Conver{ation from 
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nal and vital as, than in any outward form or 
ſhow: Yea in the way of ſe/f-denial, meekneſs, and 
overty of ſpirit, doth ſuch an excellency appear, as 
;« o_—_ MF hath as viſible a AC oa ; 
| the proud and vindictive fpirit of this World, as| 
the day hath from the might, V. That ſuch Chri- 3 
ftianity , can be known , by no naked dodFrinal dil- þ 
covery of the ſame to mens judgment, or ſuch 
rules as any humane ſcience isacquired by, with- 
out an inward power, and principles of a new life ; 
nor can thereever be aright knowledge of Divini- i 
zz, until it be fiſt ingrafted in a Divine Heart. So i. 
far is this 93yſtery above all humane rule, and con: | 
trivance, VI. That it is ſtated in the greateſt op- 
poſition to any falſe ſhow or hypocriſy ; yea, brings | 
ſuch inforcements therewith of candor, and truth, } 
and of love, tenderneſs and ſympathy towards other, 
as all muſt ſee is not only the higheſt ornament and 
perfeftion of our nature, but the greateſt bleſſing to 
the World that ever was known, VII. That ſuch 
a native luſtre and fragrancy doth attend the truth, 
and ſimplicity of the Goſpel,as makes it no more poſ- | 
* ſible for humane art or cunning to repreſent this, || 
than to make the dead image of a mapxto live, ot || 
to paint on a board the wital ſcent of a Violet or 
| Rofe, to our Seyſes, VIII, That in this way df 
the Goſpels fubduing Men ro the Obedience thereof, | 
by the power of inward Grace, the Glory of Chrif 
doth more eminently ſhine forth, than it he had 
appeared for this end with the greateſt outward ma} 
j:ſty and attendance of Angels to our Bodily Eyes. | 
IX, That it 1s viſible that the whole World be-} 
ſides, that is without the revelation of Chyift, is 
2 place where horrour, falſehood, and impiety do} 
manifeſtly reign, Ra Qu. Y.| 


(35) 
Qu. V.. But how do you receive ſo wonderfull a 


| truth, as that of the Goſpel is, when it's now ſogreat 


4 diſtance of time from its firſt promulgation, 

Anſ. I. That we can be no more ſure and per- 
ſwaded of the moſt viſible and preſent objets of ſenſe, 
than, that this is the ſame Goſpel which is ſtill his 
niog forth to the world, whereby an innumerable 
company of all nations, rongues and languages, have 
received the ſpirit, and been ſealed ; yea, it hath 
made that change upon men, in turning them from 
ungodlineſs and idols to ſerve the living God, as 


| hath been no leſs marvellous than the turning of ſo 


many wolves into lambs. IT. That ic is the ſame goſ 
pel which not only through a ſeries of 1600 years 
hath been atreſted, but by ſuch innumerable wit- 
neſſes who counted not their life dear unto the death 
for ſealing thereof, and found ir ſweet to be offered 
up in the Flames for Chriſt. TIT. Which in all 
Apes paſt hath ſtood our the greateſt oppofation that 
ever the World made to any intereſt, while the 
weapons of its Warfare were Spiritual, and not Carnal; 


= and with that ſucceſs that made the time of the 
2 Churches hotteſt Perſecution from Heathens the time 


alſo of its moſt remarkable ſpreading in the World. 
IV. That the ſame Goſpe! is revealed this day, 
which hath had ſuch diſcernible tr4umphs and ſucceſs 
when no external afliftance could be had for its 
and there was no viſible power by which it gained 
the moſt ſavage and dark parts of the Earth to take 
on the Tak of Chriſt, and prefer the objeCts of 
Faith to the moſt defireable objetts of Senſe. V. Yea, 


L the Goſpel hath not only had ſuch wital influence on 


Mens Heart and practice, to change it into the 
ſame Image ; but that herein the dodtrine of the 
—_—- Croſs 


(36) | | 
Croſs of Chriff in the greateſt /cmplicity hath lil 
a £ Cefn way of oem awe: and the 
greateſt attraftive on Mens Souls to receive the 
ſame, TO bs 
Qu. VI, How « it demonſtrable that ſuch re-\ 
markable ſufferings of times paſt for the trurb of" 
Chriſt, were bath founded onthe alone certainty there | 
of, and carried out by a Divine Spirit above any af-| 
' ſift ance of Nature? | 
Anſw, That it 1s ſure, I, Here was no Comed, 
Play, or Perſonated ſufferings which the Primitive | 
Chriſtians, then and in after times, did endure for 5 
Chrift ; or that theſe unexprefhible torments and! 
pains were any Dream, and Deluſion either to them: ? 
ſelves or the World, and that their adverſaries did 7 
thus conflit and wreſtle with their own ſhadow in | 
fo continued arid cruel an oppoſition. II, That 
the Foy and . Exultation .of Spirit theſe W itneſle: | 
had amidſt their Torments, ( who otherwiſe wanted * 
no ſenſe or feeling of their Pains and Sufferingp, ) | 
could have no riſe but 'what was ſupernatural, 
III. That this could be no poſſible diſſhmulation or 
counterfeit when they were ſtepping into Eterwity,nor | 
the produCt of a diſtempered judgment z whilſt all | 
might ſee what ſeriouſneſs of Spirit, Tenderneſs, and 
Bowels of Compaſſion to their Adverſaries they did then 
evidence, TV. That thoſe greateſt ſufferings were 
upon choice, and Chriſtians haſtned.to endure them | 
rather than to be ſafe at the rate of receding and de | 
parting in any thing from the Truth. V. Yea no | 
natural Reaſon can comprehend how ſuch mean and | 
feeble perſons as many of theſe were, ſhould endure, | 
what would have made the greateſt natural Courage | 
to faint, as if they had foregone all Humane gre ; 
; | ___ whicb |} 


ll 
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which Fleſh and Blood muſt needs have herein ; fo 
that T am conftrain'd to ſee ſomething no leſs marvel- 
lous and ſupernatural in the Faith of Martyrs, than 
in the Faith of Miracles. 


SECTION IIL 


Qu. I. FF it fully demonſtrable, that the Faith of 

a Deity, and of ſuch an | nes. way as 
a religions worſhip, muſt neceſſarily determine Men, 
and confirain them to be Chriſtians, on this ground 
that they cannot but ſee bf Religion hath not ano- 
ther Being in the Earth, but ip the Truth of Chii- 
taniry'? 

Anſw. Tt is ſimply impoſſible to make a rational 
trial herein, and not ſee the certainty af this demon- 
ſration,to be thus clear, T. That there needs no moro 
for any of a ſerious ſpirir, but to come and ſee, what 
the whole frame of Heatheniſm was, and if it be 
poflible to deny,(even under any ſenſe of the law and 
dictates of Nature, ) its being the higheſt reproach 
of Mankind z and that' the very myſferies of that 
Heatheniſh worſhip, were ſo horrid and impure, as 
they needed a Vail from the common view of the 
World.” JI. Nor can there be a rational refletion 
this day, on that ſtrange Monſter of Aabumeta- 
niſm, bur as of a viſible Prodigy of the Judgment 
of God, on theſe parts of the Earth ; upon their 
Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, by giving men 
up to ich an Impoſture, as expoſeth the very nams. 
and form of Religion tro derifion ; and can never 
claim a reception either from the purity of its rule 
or internal evidence of the truth thereof, or of its 
having any poflible confiſtence with it (elf, I[,That 

| D 
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it's ſure alſo that the Jewiſh Religion had never ano- 
ther Being but in the Truth and Faith of Chriſti 
nity, and where this Foundagion is divided from, | 
it hath none at all ; yea that that People unto this # 
day are ſuch a Confirming Witneſs to the Chriſtian ? 
Religion, as it's ſtrange this doth not beget deeper | 
Imprefsions on Mens Spirits, So that there 1s- an 7 
abſolute neceſstty, we muſt either forego the uſe } 
of Reaſon, or ſee, if there be not ſuch a Rule gi- | 
ven and Revealed for Commerce betwixt God and | 
Man, as the Scripture, (where the Laws and Cor- | 
ſtirutions of the Chriftmen Faith, are for this end | 
held forth,) that it's then ſure there is no ſuch thing, * 
as any Religion in the Earth, but what were fo *% 
highly irrational and abſurd, as ſhould rather juſti- | 
fie Atheiſm. _ | 4 
Q. II. What fprcial Confirmation to Chriſtianity, 2? 
can this Viſthle State of the Jews bear, who are in | 
Jo expreſs an Oppoſition to the Goſpel of Chriſt ? I 
'* Anſ, Tf this were brought near our thoughts we 7 
ſhould find it one of the great Afſliſtances to our Þ 
Faith, T. That it's ſure.there is ſuch a People and & 
Race, as a Living and Viſible Evidence to our | 
Senſe, of the Truth of that renowned Nation, and |: 
Church of Iſrael, to which the Oracles of God were © 
committed; and thus 1s ſtill, as ſome part of the evi- | 
dent ruines of that once flouriſþing State, II. That # 
the World may ſee,ſuch a.People kept by themſelves | 
and not mixed with the Naticns,whoſe Fathers from {| 
one Generation to another did ſtill own the IBbviniy 
oF :he Old Teftament ; and doth atteſt that Doctrine, ? 


10 Which the Truth and Subſtance of Chriſtianity ® 


lies, even whilſt with greateſt malice they oppole | 
the Chriſtian Faith, to witneſs that there can be no i 
Sp Hs | © *: poſsible | 


(39) | 
ible Collufion and Deceit here, TIT, Their be- 
ing under a ſtroak of that Fudicial Induration and 
Blindneſs of Mind, as no Reaſon could poſzibly 
comprehend ſuch a thing, how they ſhould not ſee 
the Light in the very Noon-day of the Goſpel, if we 
were not expreſly foretold that they ſhould be con- 
cluded under ſuch an Arreſt of Judgment, until the 
Fulneſs of the Gemiles be brought in. IV. That fo 
immediate an appearance of God, 3s iu the Fudge- 
ment of that People, both in the manner and conti- 
nuance thereof, as no inſtance could ever be found 
to reſemble the ſame, ſince man was formed in the 
23 Earths and 1s as a Conſpicuous Monument of 
; 3 Divine Wrath, ſer up for every Age and Time of 
2 the Church, to turn aſide and confider this great 
ſight, and inquire what means fo ſtrange and ama- 
zing a thing, as the Szate of the ſcattered Fews is, 
now under the Times of the Goſpel. V, That this 
Deſolation on them and ftrogk, had ſuch ſpecial 
2 concurring circumſtances for giving Light thereto ; 
as being nor above forty eight years, after the Death 
of Chrift, with their hands, as it were, hot and 
reaking with that Bl:o4 which they had wiſhed on 
them and their Children ; thar it ſhould be at that 
time of the Paſſover, which was the very ſame of 
the Sufferings of our blefſed Lord there, and point- 
ing as with the finger at the ſame; as alſo by the 
Romans, whoſe Intereſt in their Oppoſition to Chriſt 
they pretended to own, 

Qu. III. Is the way and manner of the Goſpels 
Promulgation ſuch, as no other Profeſſion could ever 
pretend to, and where all may ſee there can be no hu- 
man Intereſt or Contrivance in the ſame ? 

Anſ. It is undeniable, that no Intereſt elſe was 

| D 4 ever 
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ever in ſuch a way promoted, and it does exceed all 
natural underſtanding, how the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity could in this mariner prevail, ]. To perſwade | 
men without any Motives, or  [nducements from Y 
this preſent World, to imbrace a DoQtrine ſo whol. 4 
ly repugnant to Nature yea to prefer an Intereſt | 
of things not ſee, 'and which none ever in. the 2 
Earth ſaw, to the moſt deſirable ObjzeFs of Senſe, | 
II. To admit no implicite Reception trom any, but 
on their exaCteſt Inquiry and Tryal herein ; or in | 
another way claim an Intereſt in Mens Aficions, | 
but by a full Afent of their Light and Judgment to | 
the fame. [JII. To admit no Gratification to the | 
moſt Predominant Defires and Jnclinations of Men # 
towards any. Darling Sin ; which according to hu- 3 
man Wiſdom would be judged of an abfotute ne- # 
ceflity for gaining any Acceptance with ſuch; yea 
to give no partial refpe&t to the greateſt Princes # 
mote than to the meaneft, IV, To purſue its In- ! 
tereſt, by ſo plain a Diſcovery of the Dearh, and © 
Suffering s of our Bleſſed Lord, with the whole Tonc- |! 
winy thereof, when nothing could more evidently | 
controul ſuch an end by any Rules of human Wif- 
dom and Policy, if there had been conſulting | 
with Fleſh and Blood herein; V, And it's ſure | 
there could be no defign, without an immedi- | 
ate Divine Power, in ſuch a manner . to plead the i 
Intereſt of Chriſtianity wich men, by inſerting Af- |} 
fl'ftion, and the Croſs in the firſt entry, as Eſſential | 
to the Profeſſion thereof, and holding forth the Ne- 
ceſliry of raking on the Toke of Chriff, without | 
which none can be his Diſciples. > U 

Qu, IV. But wherein doth the Evidence of that 
great Demonſtration of the Goſpel moſt clearly appear, 
is þ FS - 


3 the end, that che World mig 
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in the Love and Unity of Chriſtians among ff them- 
ſelves,” which we find Chri oth ſo ſpecially 2rd for 

ft know, ad bo ave ſuch 


Anſ. The greatneſs of this Demonſtration may 
be thus evident to all, ]. That it's fo clearly de- 


& monſtrative of the Purit ir of our Religion, which can 
3, 


admit of no Bitterneſs, Strife, Recriminltion; or 
ſach Indecencies of Heat and Paſhon, which are the 
fatal EffeQs of Diſcord in the Church z and thus 
lets us ſee the Excellency of the Spirit and Rule of 
the Goſpel, II. That thus alſo we. may know the 
Power and Efficacy of the Truth thereof, which s 
according to Godlineſs, upon Mens Hearts, in ſubdu- 
ing theſe Diſtempers of the Mind and "Judgment. 
III. That this doth fo ſpecially rend to make Reli- 
gion Lovely, and to draw forth matter of Praiſe 
and Blefling to God from the World, when they 
ſee ſuch a Native Effe&t of Chriſtianity as this, to 
make thoſe who profeſs the ſame in that manner 
ſhine forth in Tenderneſs, Humility, and Brotherly 
Lowe, fo that they become as a Publick Good and 
Blefsing to Mankind in the places they are in. 
IV, This appears alſo from the Nature of that U- 
nion in the Church of Chriſt, and amongſt his Fol- 
lowers, which only a Divine Power could both 
Frame and. make Effetual; and it's ſure that no 
Humane Society or Conſtitution could ever claim 
ſuch an Unity therein as this is ; where not only Per- 
ſons of all Nations and Languages, and of all Con- 
ditions, both high and low, but of the moſt diffe- 
rent Intereſts, Humours, and dividing Circumſtan- 
ces in other things, do yet in ſo marvellous an Har- 
mony mect in the Body of Chriſt which « ba Church 
here 


(42) 
here in the Earth, V. Becauſe herein alſo doth 


the Glory and Honour of our Bleſſed Head, more 
eminently appear in ſecuring this Unity of his 


Church, under a Diverſity of Light and Judgment % 
otherways, by a Spirit of Love, Meekneſs and Con- ? 
deſcendence amongſt his People ; than by impofing / 
the moſt ſevere and abſolure Uniformity in all 3 
things, to be the alone Condition of Chriſtian Com- 3 


117101, 


Qu. V. But what flrength and evidence doth this £ 
Demonſtration of the Goſpel, now bear in ſo divided | 
a State of Religion, and when the wounds and breaches | 


of the Church thus day are like to bleed unto Death? 


Anſ. Whatever juſt cauſe be of prief, yet is © 
there none for darkning the Truth of this Dewon- * 
ffration, on theſe grounds. IT, That none can de- 2? 
ny the Perfeftion of the Rule of the Goſpel,for there 
3s a moſt firm and intire Unity amongſt all the Fol. Hy 
lowers of Chriſt on the Earth IT, That noOppolition 7 
1s made therero, but what hath been foretold as one *! 
of the greateſt Tryals of the Church under the New 
Teftament, and the Spirit of God doth moſt expreſ- * 


wa, 5 =>, 


ly point at in theſe latter times, III. Becauſe the 7 


furtheſt Oppoſition thereto can be no more cauſe for |? 


any to ſtumble, or queſtion theTruth of this Demon: 3 


bration, than whether there is a Devil, whoſe greats 


eft deſign hath ever been to divide and break Chri- 
titans amongſt themſelveg,, IV. Becauſe this Union, 
which is chiefly yſtical and Inviſible, is much 
greater often, than what this way may appear to 
the World, and of that kind as is not interrupted 
by diſtance of place, or any want of Local Com- 
munion, - V, That ſuch a guard is ſet by the Lord 


unto this piece of his Glory, to oppoſe any In- 
: vaſion 
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vaſion thereon, that there ſtands an {ngel with a 
flaming Sword, upon every hand in the Commands 
and Threatnings of the Goſpel, to ſecure this Blef- 
© ſed Unity of the Saints amongſt themſelves, fo as 
n- 2 none can invade the ſame bur on their higheſt Peril, 
8g IX of oppoſing that which is as the Apple of Chriſts eye, 
Il $ VI. That it's ever found that this Demonſtration 
- FF bath ſome clear Evidence among(t ſuch who are in- 

8 deed the Diſciples of Chriſt, and according to their 
s JJ advance in the Life and Power of Chriftianity doth 

3 the more brightly ſhine forth ; ſo that the nearer 

the Lines are to the Centre, the nearer. alſo are they 

2X amongſt themſelves. VII. Thar in all times there 

; IF hath been ſome tremendous mark of the Judgment 

of God made vilible on ſuch who are Contentious, 

and have made it their work to Cayſe Diviſion in 
the Church and ſow diſcord among Brethren. 

Qu, VI. But what bath the Church now tn theſe 
latter days to Compenſate, and make up the want of 
that great Demonſtration by Miracles, and ſuch ex- 
traordinary Confirmations of 1he Chriſtian Faith, as 
were in the firſt times? _ 

Anſ. I. We may hereby ſee that the Seal of 
Martyrdom, which came in the room of Airacles to 
the Church, hath.exceeded thar which was in the 
firſt rimes of the Goſpel, JI. That there have 
been fance ſuch innumerable ſhining Examples of Ho- 
lineſs, yea thefe continued to this day, whom the 
World might fee did walk in the Light and Power 
of Chriſtianity, as ſure as men waik, under the 
Power and Vertue of a living Sow, TII. That we 
now ſee what a length the Courſe of the Goſpel and 
of the Church Militant is come, and. how far thus 
the Times of the Gemtiles are fulfilled, which once 

| | was 
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was ſocontrary to all human Appearance. I'V, That 
ſo ſure and exaCt a Performancs FA the Scripture, is 
now undeniable in the event, and of ſich great and 
marvellous things which were foretold under the 7 
New Teftament, that in an ordinary way none could ; 
have believed, what we ſee with our Eyes; and now |: 
have theſe things, which were in former Ages the } 
Objet of the Churches Faith, been made the Obje# | 
ow Senſe z and it's ſure this 1s ſuch @ Seal and | 

nfirmation to our Faith in theſe laft times as doth | 
much exceed the greateſt Miracles which were | 
in the firſt Planting of the Goſpel, V, Though | 
we may not reſolve our Faith on any Extraordina- © 
ry Providences, or lay” the leaſt weighr hereon to 2 
ſupport the Authority of the Do&trine we profeſs, ® 
( fince this only is founded on that Sacred Revelation 
of Divine Truth in the Scripture, which 1s the in- © 
fallible Rule to diſcern true Miracles, and what is 2 
Gods Seal herein under the undoubted Signature 
and Stamp of his own Power and working inthe |! 
ſame 3). yet hath there been ſuch incontroulable evi- 
dence of extraordinary Signs and Conkfirmations to | 
confirm the Truth of the Reformed Religion, ſince | 
the Reformation,as in no Ages paſt was ever known, | 
but with the firſt planting of the Goſpel among the |} 
Gentiles. | ' 


SECTION TV. 


Qu, I. F it clear and demonſtrable that the Do- 

arine of Chriſt, 5s -a Soul-Quickning | 
and Experimental Religion, and the Trial thereof, m 
its moſt Supernatural Truths, of ſuch rational Cer- | 


teinty and Evidencegthat the World can no more deny 
or 
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or queſtion the ſame than thoſe Experiments-of Na- 
rure, that are of 'moſft univerſal Uſe? 

An. Though men looked but at a diſtance here 
or were come Sow Heatheniſm, ( far as to make a 
Serious Trial of Chr;ft5anity, it's ſure they could not 
but ſee, and be fully perſwaded in their Judgment 
hereof on theſe grounds. [. That a diſcovery 18 un- 
doubted and clear in the Scripture of ſo great things, 
as, that there 19 a Holy Ghof, and there be his work- 
ings on Mens Souls, of Peace with God, and the Foy 
of his Preſence, which all who receive the Goſpel 


- are Called ro know and ar on their; own Traal, 


II. That this witneſs of Chriſtian Experience, hath 
as diſcernable a Conſent and Harmony therewith as 
Face anſwereth to Face in the Glaſs, and is clear to 
be no Caſual Thing, but every ſtep in this way of 
Trial, is by Scripture Light, and what Chriſtians did 
before read there, they know it now by Feelings 
on their own Souls, JII. That this in all Ages 
of the Church and where-ever ſuch as ſerved God 
in the Spiric were found in the moſt remote parts 
from others, hath ſtill been the ſame ; and like 4 
great Roll is ſent down from one Generation to ano- 
cher, with their Confirmatory Seal, that God us 
faithful and true, in thoſe Truths of his Word 
which ſeem moſt incredible ro the World, and now 
come to our hand to require the ſame Atteſtation and 
Witneſs, TV. That they who know and tcſtifie 
theſe things, ſometimes found it nor eaſe to believe 
the ſame, and did no leſs judge of fuch great Experi- 
ments of Religion as a Dream or imaginary thing than 
moſt now do, until they knew them by Experience 
on their Soul, V. That ſuch alſo have been the 


moſt Burning and Shining Light: that ever were " 
che 


| 
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the Church; and theſe innumerable in all Ages de- 
clare the ſame ; and that in the Mouth of the Grave 
and entrance to an Eternal State when no outward 
Intereft could ſway them hereto. VI, That it muſt 2 
be a matter of greateſt Aſſurance which hath then | 
prefled the moſt render Parents with their laft and | 
dying Breath to commend the fame Trial to their 
Children, and to charge their being earneſt herein | 
as the greateſt Intereſt they could leave them, | 
VII. That whatever Differences be oft among theſe | 
in ſome matters of Truth : Yer, in the Cercainty * 
of this great” Trial of the Life, Power and Com- | 
forts of Religion, there is an Harmonious Oneneſs © 
in the ſame Teſtimony in _.all Times of the Church. ? 
VIII. That if any queſtion this, becauſe ſo remote *? 
from Mens Senſes, and the Judgment of Carnal # 
Reaſon ; the reality of its Efe&s, doth unanſwe- Y 
rably prove both the Reality and Excelency of the © 
Cauſe. | 2 
Qu. II. What clear and Rational Conmvifion can 
90u offer, of ſo great a thing as Converſion of wen |! 
from a State of Nature, to a new ſtate by Grace, 
which doth raiſe them as far above the reſidue of |: 
Mankind, as Reaſon doth above the ſtate of the |? 
Beaſts ? b; 

Though I ſhould ſtrive againſt the Convi- 
tion of ſuch a Miracle, and Demonſtration of the 
Goſpe), as Converſion 18, yet. were it not poſſible to 
deny ſuch demgnſtrative Evidences as the World 
hath hereof, I. That it is ſure ſuch a Change 
is made effentially requiſite to the Being, and 
Conſtitution of a Chriſtian, by the whole Con- 
ſeat of the Scripture, II, That there was never 


yet an Argument in Nature, for ones being a Chri- 
SY ſtian 
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ſtian in the Life and Power thereof: what ever may 
be for a naked form or ſhow, III. That they are 
not a few, but irinumerable Inſtances in all times 
and of all ranks and Conditions of Men on whom 


"0 great a Change and difference hath been made 


thus evident, both from themſelves what once they 


'were, and from the reſidue of the World. IV. That 


this hath been not only upon ſuch as have been /ig- 
welly Impious in their Practice, but who in their 
Judgment were wont to deride Holineſs as a Fancy ; 
ſo as Atheiſts muſt grant that there have been as 
profeſt Atheiſts ſometimes as themſgJves, who have 
been - made fuch Conſpicuous Monuments of the 
Power of the Goſpel, V. That none can Object 
here, as once the Fews did, Do any of the Rulers, 
or ſuch as theWorld counts moſt wjſe,and knowing 


Rand witneſſes to the ſame ; when it is ſo known that 


there have not been more Wiſe, Learned, and Fu- 
dicious im the Things of Reaſon upon the Earth, 
than fuch as have been eminent Examples of the 
Power of Converſion ? VI. That its marvellous 
Efe&s in ſubduing men, from what once was thein 
Predominant Intereſt and 1dol, and to part from 
what had been as their r5ghe Eye, or Hand could on- 
ly be from an Immediate Divine Power. VII. That 
ſuch as were greateſt Adverfaries ro the Truth, 
have been madeno leſs eminent nſfruments in the 
Service of Chriſt, and choice Veſſcls of Honour,than 
once they were in their Enmity and Oppofttion, 
VIII. That this Change bath been diſcernable 
m times of moſt Viſible Perſecutions and Hazard, 
when no outward Advantage or Gain could have 
the leaſt influence thereon. Now as theſe are de- 


menſtrably clear, ſo can there be no pofible ground 
to 


—_ < 


ES hy 
to queſtion thif; I, That the Scxjpture is faith. 


ful and true in fo great-a_ diſcovery; IL Tha] 
there 13 a Divine Spiris anda Power above nature, | 
which accompanies the fame in ſuch a change, © 
III. That thereare ſurely, contrary fates in another | 


World, when they are ſo undeniably manifeſt | KT 
Qu. TII. But can ſo great an experiment of Relp ; abl 


here, 


$10 as that of Communion betwixt God and Men, 
here upon Earth be made rationally convincing to ſuch 
as are themſelves ſtrangers thereto s and for a fur- 
ther confirming of the Chriſtian Faith? 
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Anſw. Though this be an experiment of Divine | * 


Truth of a more tranſcendent intereſt and value |} 
than all that ever were in Nature, yet it 18no leſs i 
evident, and there can be no poſsible deluſion herein ; | 
if I. It's that to which ſo innumerable a Company of 
bears Teſtimony and hath ſent down the ſame, as # 
that which not once or twice they have approved | 
but in the continued trial of their Life. II. That IF; 
it's known to the World, that ſuch as reſtifie what | 
they do, and have fo oft found in the retirement |. 
of their Souls with God, are of as diſcerning Spirits |: 
to know the true value of things, as any elſe; yea | 
ſuch whoſe teſtimony in other things the worſt of | 


men could not refuſe nor deny. III, Thar it's un- 


deniably evident, fuch muſt have another acquain- 
tance and ſociety than that of men ; which not only 
makes theſe hidden exerciſes of godlineſs ſo defire- 
able, (where all may ſee they more flee than follow 
any humane Witneſs, ) but alſo wakes fo viſible a 
| change both in their caſe and countenance after 
moſt ſad anguiſh and down-caftings of Spirir, 
IV. That it 1s fo evident alſo how ſuch as are moſt 

ſerious 


ſerious this way, have been viſibly oft raiſed aboy® 
Wcheir ordinary caſe, and frame in Prayer, and 6thet 
Mducics of Religion; yea, in that manner, as they 
Hwho never knew there 1s a Holy Ghoſt but by re- 
Wport, could not withſtand fo clear conviction of the 
Frealicy hertof, 'that can beget ſuch liberty, humble 
$:enderneſs  and* melting of Heart, yea ſuch diſcern- 
Mable joy and confidence: V. Thatno delufion or 
falſe ſhew can. be here, when ic's ever ſeen, that * 
uch as are moſt ſerious and frequent in Prayer and 
Stheſe hid retirements with God, are the moſt flou- 
Briſhing alſo in the wirals of Chriſtianity, and have 
Sthe moſt honourable luſtre, and appearance of any 
a their profeflion, VI Thar it's ſuch only whoſe 
Foy and comfort is moſt ſpecially diſcernable beyond 
Mothers, when theſe lower ſprings of outward help: 
Fand encouragement are moſt viſibly ſhut up. 
8 Qu, IV. 7s that great, and experimental part 
"Ref Religion in the Power of the Conſcience over man; 
Mach as may be as demonſtrableto the World, as the 
Irruth of a rational Being * © "I 
= Anſw. It may be matter of wonder that men 
Egare not ſtruck with deeper convictions hereon, when 
they cannot bur fee, TI. "Thar though this be the 
Yercateſt crormentor, and troubler of the World, yet' 
2: there no poſlible retreat from its power; ' tho? men 
ſhould flee to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, but 
doth ir enforce the Soul to a reflexion on '5ts ſelf; 
even when it treinbleth at that fight, IH. "That it 
cauſeth great fear and” horrout upon the' commit 
nent of ſecret ſons, when nodread of Humane Wit- 
Yncfs , or of viſible hazard this way could occa> 
fion it, IN.” That it admits no violence in any 
Fo out-dare the ſame, _ is a powet that the great= 


” Ak 


(50) 
#2 Menarchs find tobe ſtronget than they g and it 
ſuch, that theſe bft are enforced- for preſent eaſe, 
and relief either to divert, or bribe the ſame by 
ſome falſe grounds of peace. IV. That it con 
ſtrains men to Faſtifie God, and Fudge themſelves, 
(when his hand doth purſue them, and to find out 
their fin, . and guilt, which was before bid, } 
VV, That it makes men alſo afraid to be alone with 
themſelves; and to tremble at the Word of Truth, 
becauſe its light doth torment them, by that una- i; 
voidable application whichConſcience makes hereof, | 
VI, Yea it makes mens guilt ſo legible oft in their | 
countenance, (even when they ſtudy moſt to conceal iM, 
it, ) that all may ſee there is an accuſer within, whoſe 
Authority and Power cannot poflibly be declined. 
VII. That, with fo remarkable a confidence and 
ſecurity,ie doth ſupport Mens Spirit,and makes it cake ON; 
to ſuſtain its. greateſt infirmiries from withour, when # 
it 1s a Friend ; yea, and upholds the oppreft with | 
unſpeakable Peace and Comfort, when it doth ofi |: 
cauſe the opprefſour to tremble, L 
Qu. V... But what doth moft neceſſarily reſult fron |Þt 
fo clear a demonſtration as the Conſcience &, for con 2 | 
forming of our Faith ? L | 
 Anſw; |, That it's, infallibly thus clear, tha þ 
there is a, Higher Power and Fudgnrent, to which all i « 
mankind is ſubje&ted, and: gives the World an un. 
avoidable demonſtration, both of the being of God, | 
and. of. the. Truth of bs Word, .in the great and u-| 
pernatural diſcovery which it makes hereof. I, That | 
there, is 2 Suprean and. [afallible Law alfo and In | 
vilible Judge above us; under: whoſe power and au: | 
thoricy, this Court. of .Fuftice doth ( without. reſpect of Y ] 
Parſorts) both Summon, Arreft, bring in Weng Fea 


| " - T90} 
ind Sextence great and ſmall, [[];” That the tnternal 
overnment of our Bleſſed Lord, this way (both in 
he ſeverity of his rebukes and moſt ſenſible enlarge- 
ments of Peace and Comfort )1s unavoidably demon- 
ſtrated, TV, That it bears fo clear evidence 
to unknown and undoubted relief; -and none 
Iſe could be ever found, for theſe Wounds and 
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{ Stings of the Conſcience, bur in the Light and Pow 
D, er of Chriftienity. V. Thar it is fimply impoſlible 
- Jfor men to delight freely ina courſe of fin, when no 
f, ZHumane Power can difarm the Conſcience of that- 


Bf intolerable « in which it begins fo early 
$2 Hell within As S VI. Thar Gich is rd 
Power and Peace of a good Conſcience, as car 
Awake it ſtand unbroken amidft the greateſt ruins 
Fand terrours of the World, when under ſuch a guard 
vas that of its own innocency. 
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hy -8ECTION: V.. : 

; JQu. T. YS the evidence of a Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
j TJ} in 4 diritt oppoſition and contrariety to 

"that Kingdom of Light, which Chriſt hath ſet np by 

I 2 the Goſpel, ſuch as the certainty thereof may be & mat- 
Jy fer of Sewſe, as well as of Faith ? 

ti Anſw. This is of ſuch ſpecial aſe, both to 

3 confirm the Chriſtian Faith, and awake ſuch to 

- FJ deeper reflexion on the ſame, with whom there 

; | ſeems no hope to prevail, but by proofs from pai- 

- BY able experience;and it is not poſſible ro deny, I.'That 

t i there is ſuch a power, as the Devil and thoſe wichs 


$ ed Spirits incompaſiing the Earth,yea that they have 
$ anordinary and familiar converſe with many therein. 
© 1T. That theſe Spirits (though once originally ex- 
& cellent,) have fallen into ſuch an Apoſtacy, as all 
ES may 
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may fee their aim and only pleaſure, 1s to dſbonour 
God; and deſtroy his Image in Mao, II]. That 
it is impoſſible to deny the marks of thar Power 
and Conqueſt, which the Prince of thus World hath 
every where amongſt men ; yea how viſibly many 
are transformed into his Image by ſuch prodigious 
and deſperate afts of wickedneſs, as we ſhould 
think humane nature could not but tremble ar, 
IV. That none can queſtion the certainty both of 
Senſe and Reaſon which is in the truth of Apperits- 
ons and Bodily Poſſeſſions of Men in all Ages, and 
in all places of the Earth ; and can need no demon. 
ſtration for this, that in many places of the Earth, 
the Devil is both viſibly and audibly known, 
V. That he is ſo manifeſt in his appearance as a 
Spirit of Blaſphemy, which impetuouſly a&ts Men 
to War againſt Heaven with their Tongue in ſuch 
Oaths and Curſing as have no ſenſual pleaſure, or 
oup herein ; yea, as a Spirit of Deluſion in ſo vili- 
le an excitement of others to ſuch extravagancics 
(under a ſhew of Religion, as are inconfiſtent with 
any vſe of Judgment or Reaſon. VI. That ſo innv- 
merable a company of humane Race, bath in all 
Ages been in a formal, and expreſs Covenant with 
theſe powers of darkneſs is undeniable,upon the molt 
ſevere and impartial inquiry herein. 
Qu. I. What "thru or von to your Faith doth 
the my of theſe Powers of Darkneſs bring there- 
with » 


_ nſw, I, It is plain that ſuch a Party both in 
their Nature and continued Aftings, are in a ſtated 
oppoſition to the Kingdom of Chrift; II. It is vis 
ble, that the Prey which theſe Mighty Hunters do 
follow after, is not our Body, or the things of = 
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Life, but it is the Immortal Soul, and Future 
State, that Man might be made ſharer of the 
fame Miſery under which they are concluded, 
II, All may fee their being under reſtraint of 
a Supream Power above them, and under ſuch 
Chains as do irrefiſtibly bound their rage and enmity 
againſt Man, by an inviſible Guard and Hedge 
which they cannot break over, IV, Their 
greateſt rage, and ſtrugling is againſt the Conver- 
fon of {inners to God, and ro hold faſt his poſſeſſion 
in ſue, as the Spirit of God doth not more clearly 
move for their reſcue, than theſe do to crofs that 
blefled deſign of the Goſpel, V, There are 
none that are ſerious in the Truth and Lite of Re- 
ligion but find themſelves purſued by ſuch an Ad» 
vrſary 5 and have as diſcerhably another Party 
than chemſelves, or the World to conflict with, as 
if they ſaw them in 4 viſible ſhape. VI. That by 
the Goſpel and within the Precinct of the Church, 
there 1s diſcernably a much greater reſtraint of Satans 
Dominion and Power than tn all the Earth beſides; 
yea that the advantage of being within the exter- 
nal covenant of Baptiſm, is ſo demonſtrable thar the 
leaſt yielding or tendency to a renouncing of the 
ame, (or any Atts of Homage, ) for making uſe of 
his help, hath ever made way for ſome more extra» 
ordinary Power of the Dewi/ over ſuch than others, 
VIT, Thus is a moſt undeniable Confirmation 
piven of an Inviſible Forld, and of ſuch intelleFaual 
Beings there, as are far above man ; yea and it is 
plain that there is an intercourſe betwixt Men and 
Spirits,fuch may clearly ſhew the intereſt that Man's 
Doul bath in another State and World than this, 
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Qu. III. Js that great truth of the Immortality 
of the Soul, and its never dying ſtate after Death, 
as fully demonſtrable to Reaſon, as it #s by the furtheſt 
certainty of Faith? 

' Anſw. Though, it be fo amazing a thing to be- 
lieve an Immortal Soul, and Eternal State, whercin 
it muſt ſhortly enter, as by few ſeems to be appre- 
hended, yet are its demonſtrative evidences ſuch, 
that except men loſe all ſence and uſeof reaſon, 1t 
3s not poſſible to deny. 1, That there is ſuch an 
immaterial and Aive Subſtance as the Soul, which 
can admit of no cauſe, either of its decay or diflo- 
lution, from the Body ; yea that the greateſt excel- 
lency of this viſible Creation, is here, that ſuch a 
vital Beam of Life, Light, and Immortality, as the 
Soul of Man is therein, II. Though we cannot 
ſee this rare and wonderful Being, yer we fully per- 
ceiye it to be ſomething diffin# from the Body, and 
to have a diſtin intereſt, both in its griefs and 
comforts. ' III, That it can have no dependance on 
the Body in its Being, which doth no way depend 
thereon in its Attings and Exerciſe; but is oft moſt 
vigorous and clear, in its exerciſe, not only when 
moſt /cparate and abſtraft from ſenſible things, bur 
when the f/f is under the greateſt decay, and near 
its diſſolution; to ſhew the Soul lieth not a dying 
with che Body, but hath its diffin& ſubþftence, to 
live in a ſeparate ſtate, when it dies, IV, Its be- 
ing peculiarly framed for converſe, and intercourſe 
with ſpiritual B:ingz, yea its being the only part of 
the vilible Creation admitted to fellowſhip with the 
inviſible Gog,and to have reflex acts upon it ſelf, V. 
It 18a Being of a higher nature and value than the 
pun Mqon and B8tars; which not only can _ 
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and conceive of things above the evidence and iam- 
prefſions of ſenſe, but make a rational choice of 
good, (though croſs to any ſenſual pleaſure z). yea 
to rejoice, and have its proper delights, when the 
body is afflicted and in pain ; nor can it be defiled 
from the moſt loathſome ſores and defilements of the 
Fleſh,ſo as we muſt needs ſee both itsDominion and 
Preheminence over the Body, and have afſuredly 
a ſubſifence without the fame. VI, It is fuch 
2 Being, as is capable of a happineſs beyond the 
whole extent of the World, and hath theſe intel. 
leual Faculties, which cannot poſiibly want, both 
obje&s ſuitable thereto, and injoyments above the 
Senſes, VII, The moſt choice ant excellent', are 
uſually moſt aMiQed, and cruſhed under the feet 
of their oppreflours, whilſt the vileſt flouriſh in the 
Earth and have no bands in their death, ſo that ſuch 
were of all men the moſt miſerable, if in this life. both 
their being and blefſedneſs were terminated, VIIT, 
That there is ſo univerſal « ſenſe of Immortality, that 
they who both fear and hate the evidences hereof,yet 
under ſome conſtraint of Reaſon, have the ſame for 
a continued terrour, IX, That it is ſure the certainty 
of death, makes it ſimply impoſible, for things only 
luited to this Life of Senſe, to be the ultimate good, 
or fruition of Man; fince eiſe the Beaſts ſhould 
have a greater happineſs than ſuch, if it were not 
for reſpe&t to an after and Immortal State. 

Qu. IV. What confirmation to your Faith does 
that great and amazing change by Death offer, when 
it would ſeem to be ſomething meerly natural ? 

Anſw, Though the only wiſe God moves here- 
in according to the nature of ſecond cauſes, and 
it hath various ways of approach unto men, yer 


E 4 Q2% 


: - 
- + 


may all ſee with the furtheſt conviction of rational 
evidence, as well as certainty of Faith, I. That 
Death in its firſt conſtitution w Penal; and comes by 
a Divine appointment unto all, not meerly as men, 
but as finners 3 and to heno natural accident and 
reſult of our Primitive and Original Frame. II, That 
it's Death as a Pewalty which keeps the fear and 
dread thereof ſo much'on all living, it being in that 
laſt period, that the eternal ſtate of Men is deci- 
ded, JIl, That the fig and bitterneſs of fin, is 
ſo manifeſt in innumerable diſeaſes and ftroaks 
of Death, which many feel an 10e, times ere they 
dye once, beyond any other of the Creatures. 
IV. Though the Sentence of dying is on all, yet fo 
great a difference is betwixt the Saints and reſidue 
of Men here, that its penal execution on the ungod- 
ly, is ſuch as nature can give no ſupport under it, 
V. That ſupernatural preſages and warnings hereof 
ere it come, are in all times known and ſure ; yea 
ſuch extraordinary evidences are ſometimes of the 
preciſe time, as could have no poflible riſe from any 
maturel cauſe. V1. That its immediate commiſſion 
from a ſupream and /xwi/ible Power, 'is ſo evident 
n ſuch executions oft, of this Sentence, by Sword, 
Famine and Peſtilence, as the viſible Finger of God, 
in a juſt retribution unto men for fin, may be no 
lefs ſeen, (and a ſupernatural cauſality, ) than the 
eff: have been undoubted and clear ; to ſhew that 
ſuch is the ſtate of Man, that this great revolution 
by Death, doth each moment depend on a call 
from Heaven. VII. That the certainty of ſome- 
thing ſupernatural in this King of Terrours, is ſo 
known that asno relief can poſſibly be found, but 
in the truth and power of Chriſtianity, to ſet men 


both 
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both above the fear of Death and an after State, when 
once it comes near, VIII, Yea' thar it is ſurtly 
above the poſſibility of Nature, which can bear out 
in this great adventure and trial of Mens Faith, both 
in the truth and ſtrength thereof, at Death; for 
which end the Lord hath thus choſen that by fo 
ſtrange an entry, and art fo dark a Port they 
ſhould firſt paſs ro the full enjoyment of that glori- 
ous ſtate above. | | 

Qu, V. What evidence and demonſtration coax 
you ſhew, to confirm ſo great a Faith of an Eternal 
Glory prepared for the Saints in Heaven, and of #ts 
earneſt and firſt truits bere, as may ffrike an undenia- 
ble conviftion hereof on the World ? 

Anſw, 1. The viſible ripening and reſemblance 
to ſuch a ſtate in all the degrees of a Chriſtians 
growth, toa more full ſtature of the man in Chriſt, 
may be no leſs evident than the natural growth 
of our Body. Il. Though the opening of theſe 
Gates of the Second World be hid, ( ſoas no humane 
ſenſe can diſcern the Spirit in 1ts aſcent through thoſe 
higher Regions, to that unconceivable Paradiſe and 
Glory in the Third Heaven,) yet is the triumphant 
entry and paſſage of innumerable Chriſtians ar death, 
ſuch as hath oft been a matter of ſenſe and cleareſt 
evidence to the World, II. Such alſo were 
both bumble, tender, and ſincere in their Life, and 
then in ſo great a compoſure of judgement, that all 
might ſee they knew what made them glad, and 
could ſwallow up both the fears and bitrerneſs of 
Death 3 yea and this was not given for their own 
ſupport only, but for a more publick uſe, for the 
Conviction and Confirmation of others. IV, The 
ſtate of glory is Jemonſtrable and hath been oft 
brought 


broight down to Mens ſenſe, by theſe reviſhing 
ors of the Martyrs of Chriſt, and exultation of Spi- 
ric even in the Flames. V, Supernatural com- 
forts attend the Life of Chriſtianity , and can 
have no poſſible riſe from the fleſh and outward 
cauſes, with that Foy and Peace, which by ſo na- 
tural a reſult follows wel-domng, and any ſervice of 
love for Chriſt; which all may ſee to be the firf Jrait 
of that harveſt which is above. VI. Rare an 

marvellous a frame of the new nan, ſet up in this 
lower Region of Grace, in ſo diſcernable a confor- 
mity to the bleſſed God, and reſemblance to ano- 
ther ſtate than here, ro which the World 1s but as 
a place of Pilgrimage, trial and a preparatory fate 
only, VII. Viſible returns of joy and com- 
fort Chriſtians have after ſaddeſt conflits and down- 
caſtings, and ſuch day-break of wital quickening 
beams of Divine Light, that have often been no 
leſs evident, than that of the Aſartrs at the Stake, 
who cried out, Now he js come, be is come. VIII. 
Their breathings of Love after an unſeen Chriſt 
and viſible eft:Ats of its power on men, might 
ſhew ſome begun tranſlation of the Soul fo far herein, 
as to be more where it loves than where it lives, 
IX. Though we cannot ſee here, that ineff able glory, 
which is above, but ſhould have our Faith inſtead 
of Eyes ; yet ſuch is the truth of holineſs, as doth 
not only evidence, -but in its own nature partake of 
a future glory; lo as every degree and att thereof 
doth enter 1n a begun ſtate of ſysicjon and blefſedneſs, 
and makes it ſimply impoſible for a good man in any 
true exerciſe of Godlineſs, rot to be happy alſo, and 
thus in a more near capacity to know that joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory, which is above. X. By 


A... mom > 7 FJ > © © <= 


(59) 
ſo ſure, known, and tryed a paſſage betwixt Hea- 
yen and Mens Souls in Prajer,with fo ſetled a Trade 
of commerce this way, and certain returns, as with 
affurance fuch can ſay, though they muſt change 
their place, yet not their company, Xl. The 
whole diſpenſations of Providence in 1/raels paſſage 
through the pes, 5's to ſo excellent aCountry 
as Cangen, is no leſs fure in its ſelf, than that it was 
given for an Embleme andType of the journying and 
militant ſtate of the Saints here, and to be a folemn 
pledge of that Canaan above. XII, Such is the 
Magnificence, Harmony and Order of theſe viſible 
Heavens, and Celeſtial Bodies there, with their dit- 
ferent degrees of plory, (though all illuminated from 
the ſameFountain of Light theSun) as we may judge 
by a Divine Ordination to have ſome peculiar reſpec 
to that end, to awake and raiſe our thoughts to 
theſe big her Regions of Glory, which are above all 
theſe, by what is thus viſible to our Eyes; where 
the redeemed of the Lord ſhall be ever fixed, and 
_w forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Fa- 
ger, 

Qu. VI. What wiſible and awakening evidences 
are there of the truth of an Hell, and that ſtate of 
borrour an4 torment 7m another World, which even 
ro mens (enles here, might preſent the certain 1 
thereof > oj 
' Anſw, 1. That it can be no more ſure, that 
there is ſuch a power and party asthar of the Dewilz, 
than the reality of ſome ſuch a horrid Region an# 
place alſo, to which they belong, and are adjudge& 
to: II, From fo innumerable a company of hbu- 
man race, as are not in the vilible ſervice of theſe 
Infernal Spirits, byt partakers of the ſame nature 
WE” | 2 and 
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ind enmity againſt the Holy God and his Image, 
which doth clearly witneſs their refpect and ten- 
dency to the ſame fate and place, and Confe- 
deracy in their judgment , as here in their /in. 
III, Such viſible impretſions of windiftive juſtice 
are on mens Souls, with ſuch horrour of Conſcience 
and unſufferable torments this way, as in all Ages 
have been known by moſt remarkable inſtances, 
({ when not in the leaſt diſtemper of their natural rea- 
fon,) that may preſent to mens Senſes ſomething of 
a wvifible Hell, as convincingly, as it one had 
riſen from the Dead, for the ſame. IV. A 
trembling ſeyſe, and rerror of Divine Vengeance, 
oft follows upon horrid as of wickedneſs, and fo 
eminently breaks forth upon a ſurprifing ſight of 
Death,that all may ſee ſomething more dreadful here- 
in than in the diffolution of Nature z and the Power 
and preſent Arreſt of a future judgment is made vift- 
ble in the ſame, V, There are begun degrees, 
of blaſpheming and rage againſt God, becauſe of 
his plagues, and ſuch prodigies of cruelty exerciſed 
by Men here in the Earth, as may be evident to 
all to be more than humane, and rather theeftects 
of infernal ſpirits ating in a humane ſhape. 
VI. So clear a prelude and beginning of Hell, is in 
that judicial ob4duration, and blindneſs, which many 
are piven up to, ( under the greateſt diſcoveries of 
light,) that all may ſee their being thus bound over 
in Chains, and ſhut up in Priſon, until Death bring 
them forth to the Execution ; and that no relief 
or application of the means of Grace hath then 
any ſucceſs, VII, Such a Map and Shadow of 
Eternal Vengeance, is in theſe terrible a&ts of Dt- 


vine Judgment inflited here on Apoftates, and Per- 
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ſecutors of the Truth, and other flagitious perſons, 
which with the very firſt view might preſenr 
an awful and immediate appearance of God in 
the ſame , ſome ſtrange and ſupernatural puniſh- 
ment is oft «ſo vitible on the workers of Iniquity. 
VIII. And (whatever be of natural cauſes in ſuch 
viſible repreſentations here in the Earth, as that 
ſulphureons Lake where once Sodom was, and thoſe 
burning Mountains of Hecla, Etna, and Yeſw- 
vims, ) yet we may truly judge that they are thus 
ſet before the World as viſible memorials of the Iy- 
fernal Flames ; and as it were ſo many Chimny's or 
Vent-holes thereof, for, ſuch who will not believe 
the ſame, becauſe they do not yet ſee or feel ſuch a 
thing, 

On, VII, #hat afliſtances hath owr Faith, 
that great and wonderful truth of the ReſurreQtion 
of the Body, after its diſſolution in the Grave unto 
Duſt ? 

Anſw,[l,It hath great afliſtance from that viſible and 
ſtupendious frame of the Heavens and the Earrb,when 
it's ſure thar the ſame Infinite Power, that hath not 
only made Man, but the whole Creation, can as eafily 
colle& and reunite the diſperſed aſhes of the Body, as 
form the ſame, 11: Frem that greateſt pledge here. 
of, in the Reſurreion of the Body of Chrift. 11I. 
From that tribulation and ſore pain, that the Saints 
here in their outward man are expoſed to, fince it is 
ſure that in the holy juſtice of God, be did not give 
ſuch Bodies for labwuer, and for toi), and to his Aſar- 
tre, to endure unexprefſible toxgments for Chrift, 
at laſt co periſh for ever. I'V.From theſe viſible reſerm- 
blances and prefigurations of the Reſurre&ion which 
the Lord bath given to confirm our Faith herein, 

in 
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{n the ordinary conrle and: produFions of nature ; fo 
as all may ſee how every zjzht is as the Grave of 
the day light, and each morning a new reſurrection 
of the fames and how viſible an image of Death 
is in each ſeaſon of the Winter, with ſo marvellous 
and beautiful a Reſurreion of the Earth, on every 
return of the Spring; in the Herbs, Flowers and 
Plants, taking life and riſing again, in the leaves, 
bloſſoms and fruits; yea this in ſuch a variety, as 
may no leſs convincingly evidence an Infinite Di- 
vine Power herein, than that the fame . body of 
man ſhould be raiſed at the /aff dey. V. From that 
continued wiracle of the Harveſt; after the Seed- 
time, with ſo amazing a produttion of the Grain 
ſowen in the Earth, and its firſt dying there before 
it be quickned, ſo as to beat laſt brought to 3o, 60, 
yea ſometimes an hundred fold, out of the' very 
ſame grain ; which to theſe who had never before 
known the ſame would ſeem incredible, and above 
fl reaſon to conceive, or give credit thereto, 
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irhe Confirming Work of Religion, 3proved with 
reſpe# to the Times, to clear the way of the Lord 
herein, before thu Generation, and let us ſee bow 
nothing s ſo ſtrange in the Events of this dey, 
which ſrould not more ſtrengthen, then ſhake, and 
that the God of the Reformed. Church, docb fil 
on the ſame Intereſt, according to his Faithtul- 
neſs : Which js here briefly Pointed at, upon ſomes 

. ſpecial inquiry, propoſed ahous the ſame, 


SECTION. FL. 
Qu, I: VV can afford beth Light, and 


| Confirmation to our Faith, in 
ſuth .@ time, when we ſee the Work of the Lord; 
about bis Church, to be moſt remarkably now a work 
of Judgment, wth ſuch dark and ſearching Tryals 
therewith, as former times have not 1 
Anſ. Ir is ſure, we have ſeen nothing, but what 
tnight have been too evidently looked for, and that 
we can pretend no want of Light herein, upon theſe 
Grounds, JT; 'That the Tr5s/: of a Church, ſhould 
be ſuited to the meaſure of their Talent of Light, 
and when this hath been in ſome more than ordina- 
ty way diſpenſed, that ſome remarkably ſearching 
Times might be expected to follow 5 nor can it be 
now. ſtrange to us, that ſuch things fall in with chis 
day, which did not meet the Churches of Chrift at 
the firſt entry of the Reformation, who then had not 
ſo clear Diſcoveries of the Truth, and that meaſure 
of Confirmation therein, which hath been fince; 
3. ons 


| #6 
IL, That fome unuſual 7ryals, and Coyflis, in 
the Lords Method ef Providence, ſhould be ſui- 
ted alſo, to the greatneſs of that Work, which 
he is bringing forth, may be no ſtrange thing ; and 
to- ſee a time of ſuch ſore wreſtlings as this, when 
all things ſeem to cry, and be in Pain, as Micah 
4. 20, Yea when ſome great event of the Scripture 
15 to be revealed to the World, and near to its ful 
beight, and i Accoripliſhment, ( as we have 
fs ground for Afſurance of this day,) II, Nor 
hath this ſad and diſmal hour on the Church, been 
more obvious than the provoking Cauſe hereof, in 
which the Holy Righteouſneſs of God, may be i0'leſs 
clear, than the Cloud now is dark ; when there has 
been ſuch a Viſible falling off front that Zowe, Ten. 
derneſs, and: Power of Religion, that did formerly 
attend its Profefſion ; for theſe wliny year paſt 
we might have ſeen that ſome ſore and femarkable 
Judgment was coming, and that if we had not been 
3n ſuch a manner undone, we were, under ſome ſadder 
ſtroak of Spiritual Judgment, ready to be utterly un- 
done. IV, Yea it hath been too Viſible, that fiich 
Ewvils followed the Reformed Churches, as in no 
time it was ever known, that the Holy God, did 
paſs by, without ſome ſignal Evidence of his 
Wrath againſt the ſame before the World, V. We 
know that Carnal Confidence hath a Curſe ever wait- 
ing upon it in . the Scripture, and none can take it 
off, or make that thrive which God hath himſelf cur- 
ſed ; and it is too viſible,how far we have gone thas 
out of the way of our Strength, by ſuch eager ſeek- 
ing Humane Props, and ſupport, thatwe have forgot 
the Guide of our Touth, and Covenant of our God, 
and what great things he hath formerly done” in 
ada See 
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the greateſt ſtraits of his Church } when there 
was much humble truſting, that the Spirit of 
the Lord, would do' more to recover his Truth 
than all Humane Might or Power, could do, 


SECTION II. | 
Qu. VV Talent, are we ftill accountable 


for to ſupport our Faith againſt the 
greateſt Fears of this time, from theſe immediate Ap- 
pearances of God, and of the Glory of his Power, 
for the ſame Truth and Cauſe of the Reformed 
Church, we are now called to contend for, which 
hath been {ince the Reformation when ſo ſtrong and 
unuſual a Tide, now is againſt the ſame 


Anſ. Tf men ſhut not their eyes, and bide this 
great Talent of the Works of God, under the Ground, 
it's fure none can Queſtion ſuch a Seal, which before 
the Sun, ( to the Amazement and ConviQtion of the 
World,) hath been pur to the Truth of the Refor- 
med Religion; that we are now brought under ſuch 
a Call, as the Church of Iſrael was, Demt. 4. 34. 
To ack of the Times, that are paſt, lince Iſrael co- 
ming out of Egypt, and fince the firſt planting. of 
the Gentile Church, by the Goſpel, whether there 
bath been ſo great a thing as this im the Earth, that 
God bath efſayed to take to himſelf a People from the 
midſt of other Nations, by Temptations, by Signs, 
and by Wonders, and by War, and by a Mighty 
Hand, and by an out-ftretched Arm, and by great 
Terrours, according to all that the Zord our God 
hath done for the reſcue of his People, in theſe af 
Times, from Antichriſian Bondage and Darkneſs s 

F an 
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and ſettling them in a Church-ſtate ; but wnto 

was this ſhewed, that we might know, that th: 

Lord he #s God, and there i none elſe beſide him. 

Ye are ſtill called to ſee, and be as Eye Witneſſes to 

theſe things z I, How Bright a Day of the Goſpel 

of Chriſt, did go before this great Darkneſs on the 

Church, 2nd what a folemn Triumph in theſe late 

Ages the Truth hath had over 4ntichrift, fo as the 

ful ftroak and ruine of his Ringdom,”( which is ſure 
and eſtabliſhed in the Promiſe of God, ) ſeems not 

now more marvellous and above humane appez- 

rance, than what we have ſeen, in the begun de- 

grees of its accomplifhment. TI. In how few years 

alſo, there was, as a new Chriſtian World brought 

forth, in that (wife Courſe and Progreſs which the 

ingathering of the Reformed Churches had, ſo as 

between the Year 1560, and 1621. ſuch famous 

Plantatiens of the Goſpel were ſetled in a Church. 

ſtate ; which all may ſee was the immediate Work 

and Power of God ; to ſhew that none fhould fear, 

or ſtagger at bis Promiſe, though the waters yet 

ſwell, and come to the flowings of Fordan, and dit- 
ficultes appear unſuperable to humane Sence,. after 
theſe great things which . the Lord. hath done, 
III. How extraordinary a Calling, and excitement 
of Inſtruments, was then evident, for the Service of 
that time, and Reapers thus eminently prepared for 
To great an Harveſt of the Goſpel, as mighr put the 
World to inquire whence theſe were, in ſo nume- 
rous a Concurrencez when a , few of ſuch a' Spirit, 
were ſo rarely ro be, found in many Ages before. 
IV. Yeaſuch-an Accefhon alſo,of Spiritual Gifhs,and 
Endowments was then. fer. Building of the Church, 
5 Had not been {orcherly Known, Lince the firſt co- 
| ming 
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ining of the Goſpel to the Gentiles 5 wherein it 
may be ſaid, the Glory of theſe /aft Times hath rn 
in ſome degree exceeded that of the fire, V., An 

can the moſt diſmal things of this time, ceunteryail 
the Confirmations of our Faith, who have fo clearly 
ſeen, with the firſt breaking up of the  Purer Do- 
Frine of Chriſt; the Power and Life of Chriſtianity 
came therewith to'the World, as a Seal, and Atre- 
ſtation thereto, beyond any Miracles ; yea how 
innumerable a Company, in theſe” laſt Ages of dif- 
ferent Tongues and Languages, and theſe To remote 
from one another, did not only receive the ſame 
Troth, but with ſuch Refolution Adventure their 
Souls thereon, as might fully witneſs, they had ano- 
ther proſpect of Chriſtianity, and to be ' in ſome @- 
ther manner raviſhed with'the Glory and Beauty of 
the ſame; than js now ih theſe tirmes ; VI, Such 
high Spring tides of the Power, and . Efficacy of 
the Goſpel, might be evident to all, after ſo ſad 
a reſtraint had been for ſo many Ages before, under 
Antichriſtian darkneſfs'; for whatever was then as. 
a" Private Szl, on the Spirit of Chriſtians whilſt 
the Witneſſes did Prophe/ee in" Sack-chth, yet. was 
there no ſuch "Evidence and Demonſtration of the 
Holy Ghoſt," or 4"Pablick Confirmatory Seal. to the 
Fruth, as was after the Reformation... VII. Yea 
was 1t not the moſt Sober, Serious, and *Inquiſitive 
Part of Men, upon a ſure Trial of rhe Groynds of 
their Faith, who'did moſt firmly imbrace the ſame z_ 
and. how-many”'of theſe. alſo were of the greateſt 
Parts and Abilities; "whom notie'could Judge 'to Ad» 
venture'ſo far here, withour the bigheſt Afſyran-" 
ces; tharthis: was'theit.undoubted Imereſt and $al-" 
Pation; --' WHI,- We have ſen not only meit of mean 
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ind low Eftate, but ſuch of the Higheſt Place and 
' Lpality, moſt chearfully adventuring whatever In- 
tereſt could be deareſt ro them in the Earth, for the 
Truths ſake ; yea it was ever found, that ſuch as 
were molt acquainted with the Reformed Religion 
\in its Power, and lived up in their PraQtice to 
what they profefled thereof, were thoſe who with 
the greateſt Afurance, moſt reſolutely till adhered 
thereto, IX. We have ſeen alſo, its moſt remark- 
able ſpreading in the World, when there could be 
ito poſſible pretence of a Worldly Intereſt, or Exter- 
nal Motives for the ſame. X, We have ſeen ſome- 
thing not only extraordinary, but even Miraculous 
in the Foy, and Reſolution of innumerable Martyrs 
fince the Reformation, who did bear out with a more 
than humane ftrength, againſt a cruelty ſo viſibly 
Inhumane, and Savage ; yea which did in ſome de- 
grees'exceed that meaſure of the Heathens, in the 
Primitive Times, as being againſt a greater Light 
than theirs, XI, And have we not ſeen of what 
Spirit, fuch ſtill have been Gnee the Reformation, 
who were the moſt notorious Inſtruments in the 
Churches Perſecution, and how vifibly ſuch did 
aft herein, under ſo impetuous an incitement of the 
Devil, that as Tertullian, in his Apology (| of 
Nero, the Truth might boaſt in having ſuch Ad- 
verſaries, . X[I. It is fure we have ſeen, that no hu- 
mane Power, could yet ever undo this blefled Inte- 
tereſt of the Reformed Religion, 
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ther eſtabliſhing of the Reformed Churches there, as 
though ſuch bad Intentionally ated for the ſame; 
when if ſecond Cauſes had brought forth their Ordi- 
nary effects, it might have been judged impoſſible 
tofail. XIJII, We have ſeen that iflue of all the 
Councels, Expence and Cruelty of Philip the II. of 
Spain, to bear down the Truth of the Goſpel in 
the Netherlands, which was to the furtheſt ſetling 
of this Iluſtrious State and the Church of Chriſt there; 
yea how their Conſpicuqus Riſe and Flouriſhing e- 
yen in the Externals, and their reſolute adherence 
to the Truth of Chriſt did moſt vifihly keep toge- 
ther, XIV. Weknow that deluge of Blood, which 
ſo quickly followed the French Maſſacrez and thg 
moſt diſmal time which ever that Nation knew, did 
then viſibly Contemporate, with ſuch a time of 
their greateſt Rage and Perſecution agalnſt the 
Truth, and that Eyent of the Third Vial moſt clear- 
ly fulfilled herein, Rev. 16.5, 6, Thou art Righ- 
tzous, O Lord, which art, and waſf, and ſhalt be, 
becauſe thou haſt judged thus, for they have ſhed the 
Blood of thy Saints aud Prophets, and thou haſt given 
them Blood to drink in great meaſure, XV. Yea 
have we not ſeen how four Kings of France Succeſ- 
lively, were in leſs than thirty years, taken away, in 
the fame continued purſuit, how to deſtroy the 
Church there, in whom that whole race of the Ya- 
lois was thus extin&t ;- yea in the manner of their 
Death, were moſt remarkable Monuments of Divine 
Judgment, as the moſt famous Writers of that time 
do atteſt, XVI, We have ſeen what marvellous 
efte&s'did follow thoſe Bloody Years of Lucen Ma- 
7's Reign in England, to promote and commend 
the Prateſtant Do&rine to Mens Conſciences there, 
F 3 with 


(70 
with ſo great a Triumph-as it had in the Sufferings 
of ſuch choice and excellent witneſſes for Chriſt,and 
hath brought in more Rent to the Praiſe and Glo. 
ry of their Bleſſed Head, than may to the furtheſt 
compenſe all that Blood of the Saints there, though 
highiy Precious in the Eyes of the Lord: XVII. We 
have ſeen likewiſe the Blood and Cruelty of late, 
againſt the Proteſtants in Bobemja, in a ſhort time 
moſt Viſibly returned on the Authors thereof, and 
how the immediate Finger of God might be ſeen in 
calling forth the Swedes to avenge the ſame, and 
in that deſfolating ſtroak which followed in Germa- 
fy. XVIIL We have ſeen in theſe late Times the 
flue of that horrid Azſſacre on the Proteſtants 5n 
Ireland,to the utter ruine(in a very few years after, } 
of that Barbarous Party,” who had thus acted here. 
in, XIX, We have ſeen what wonderful Provi- 
dences did attend the aCtings of that poor handful 
of Proteftants in the Valleys of Piedmont ſince the Re- 
formation, upon the account of that Bloody Maſſa- 
ere which was fet on foot there againſt thew, which 
was ſo aſtoniſhing as all might ſee an extraordinary 
Appearance of the Lord herein, as.is clearly atte- 
fted by the moſt Faithful Hiſtories of that time. 
XX, And can it be forgot unto this day, how viſi- 
_ Hly a Divine Hand did appear in breaking that great 
Spaniſh Armado, in the Year 1588, which had 
been for ſome years in Contriving againſt Eng- 
land. XXI, Aſtoniſhing, and ſpecially Demon- 
ftrative of the immediate Power and Preſence of 
God, and matter of Wonder and Praiſe alſo for 
after Ages, was that ſolemn time of the Reforma: 
tice of the Charch # Scotland, for planting the Re- 
Formed Relinion there 3 with that zeal and oneneſs of 
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Spirit, as did then appear in all ranks to imbrace 
and adhere to the Profeſſion thereof, amidſt the 
greateſt threatnings of their Adverſaries ; ſo as a few 
Tears did bring forth that, which would have ſeem- 
ed ſtrange for an Age to accompliſh; yea that we 
find betwixt the laſt Martyr for the Truth there, 
who was burnt at St. Andrews, 1558. and the eſta 
bliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion, and full abo- 
liſhment of Popery, with the full Concurrence of 
Civil Authority herein, in Fuly 1560; was but lit- 
tle above two Years, to ſhew what great things 
the Lord can do, above all; Humane Council or 
Confidence, XXII, It's ſure we have ſeen in what 
remarkable degrees theſe laff Vials of the Holy 
Judgment of God, have taken place on the King- 
dom of Antichriſt, and how Conſpicuous the Event 
hath been of that. Propbecy, 2 Theſ. 2.8, in theſe 
great Eftects and Conſumption thereof by the Mini- 
ttry of the Goſpel, as an aſſured Pledge of the full 
Accompliſhment of what remains herein, XXIILAnd 
az every ſtep of the Churches Riſe, hath been till 
advanced-in a continued Conflid betwixt the Truth 
and Antichriſt, ſo have we till ſeen, when the Af- 
fault and Oppoſition hath been greateſt, its moſt re- 
markable tendency to a greater Victory ; which 
were it rightly con{idered upon clear and ſolid 
grounds from the Scripture, the moſt formidable ap- 
pearances of "Trouble from this Adverfary would 
with more Comfort than Fear this day be looked 
ons ſo that whatever be the neareſt and moſt im- 
mediate events, yet 1s it ſure, as the Lorfl is true, 
(whoſe Ward is pafſed hereon,)that whoſoever gives 
their Power and Strength to ſupport that Intereſt 
of Anticoyge ſhall loſe the day, and find their Cauſe 
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deſperate, for the party with whom they contend 
herein is the Son of God, againſt whom no humane 
Power ſhall ever be able to ſtand. Theſe are bur a 
few, which are here mentioned, of the great Ag: 
of our God, in behalf of his Truth, to be ſtill as 
preſent in our fight, in a time when the Spirits of 
many are ready to Stagger and Faint; and here 
mentioned, to lay no ſtreſs or weight of the Aurhbo. 
rity of the Truth and Doctrine of our Profeſſion 
thereon, but on the alone Revelation of the Scrip- 
fure; but they are ſuch an undeniable Seal for 


Confirming our Faith, and of ſo known, Publick 


and famous Evidence, as ſhould be no leſs confide- 
red and taken to Heart now, than in the time when 
the Lord thus appeared herein, | 


SECTION IILL 
Qu. AVAVG" preſent Judgment are we called 


to have of this Tirng, upon clear 
and aſſured grounds from the Scripture ; that we may 
&now under what aſpect thereof, the preſent State of 
Religion, and of the Reformed Churches ts under, 
when ſo great a Crilis is this day, as would ſeem to 
be in the wery Height of its Conflict, whether as to 
Life or Death? 

Av. It is no preſent Appearance of the time that 
muft Direct our Faith, nor ſhould we cither ſtretch 
our Fears or ExpeQtations of "Things and Events, 
beyond what the God of Trifth doth warrand in 
his Worg, butit's clear, if we credit the ſame, and 
adnut the Divinity of the New Teſtament, there is 


no jaſt Cauſe of Hefitation or Darkneſs as to what 


the Lord is bringing forth for his Churgy now in 


thele 
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theſe latter days; nor can there be any pretence, to 
ſeek another Light, (either from the Stars above, or 
the Diviners of this Time,) when ſo woful a Trade 
hath got up in the World, that wen wtll thus go 
to the Ged of Ekron, as though there were not a 
Ged in Iſrael, or ſuch a thing, as his wrirten Ora- 
cs to inquire at, when it's ſure theſe lie open, and 
with a clear and diſtin found ſpeak to all who 
have a Serious and Unprejudged Spirit» I That 
the Church under the New Teſtament hath now pal- 
{:d and gone through that moſt diſmal and continu- 
ed Tryal herein, which was to go over her Head 
under Antichriſts Reign and Heigtt, and whatever 
appearance he now hath in great Wrath, yet is it 
ſure and evident that the Winter is paſt and the 
Churches Spring begun ; and a few ſteps further off, 
that Judgment which is now haſtning on, will at 
length end the quarrel; ſo that by a near converſe 
with the Word, we may clearly ſee from what port 
the Churches courſe and motion. this day lies, and 


how exactly it keeps, in the Certainty thereof, by 


the clear ConduFF of the Scriptares of Truth, where 
a full AJap of her whole Courſe and Paſſage through 
Time is clearly ſhewed, Il. That we may now with 
ſome clear Evidence Judge, and have our Faith per- 
ſwaded hereof, that the'Churches Intereſt is upon the 
riſmg Hend, and on a preſent Advance, though no- 
thing would ſeem more Contradictory than all viſi- 
ble grounds now are z fince this cannot fail, Zoby 

+30, That Feſus Chriſt in his Kingdom in the 

arth muſt Increaſe ; yea that the Scripture ſo clear. 
ly Points forth Antichrifts Ruine and Progreſs of 
his fall and downcaſting, with reſemblance to that 
great Judgtnent on Pharaoh asan evident Type here- 
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of; in the fame judicial ſtroaks of Iydurarion, on 
both, and gradual Progreſs herein by one Plagus 
after another, until the laſt and greateſt Aſſault, as 
was then at the Red-Sea, hath the ſame effect for 
a more glorious appearance of God, in the greateſt 
ſtep of Judgment, and Victory over this Adverſary, 
when not only the Song of Moſes, but of the Lam 
alſo, ſhall be then ſuvg, Rev, 15, 3, as importing 
ſomething more glorious and a greater brightneſs to 
be put on this /Yuftrious A of Divine Fudgment, 
reſerved to theſe lalt times, when a more i92mediate 
Appearance of the Lord will be ſeen, than in any 
former deliverances of his Church, TIF, Tt is no Con- 
j:Etural thing, but what by a clear Scripture Con. 
du we may fee, thar this time of the Church now 
under fo notable a Cri/s in her Caſe, is evidently 
falling under that Remarkable Aſſault and Conflic, 
with that Adverſary, before the accompliſhing of thar 
Vial on has Seat and Throne, as we may ſee Rev, 17. 
12, 14. That when ſo Conſpicuous a ſtep of the 
Churches Viftory is near ; the Oppoſition thereto al- 
ſo will be in ſome higher degree propertionable 
to the ſame, when the gueat men of the Earth, and 
ſuch ho ſhall receive Power as Kings, one hour with 
tbe Beaſt, ſhall have one Mind, and give their Power 
and Strength thereto, and ſhall make War with the 
Lamb, but the Lamb ſhall overcome them, for he 1; 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, &c. Nor is it 
found through the Scripture where the Lord hath 
done any great thing for his Church, but ſome un- 
uſual darkneſs, and ſore-wreftlings have ſtill gone be- 
fore, and ſhould be no matter of ſtaggering ro our 
Faith, ( whatever it be ef preſent Fears, ) to ſee ſo 
diſmal a Tire of Tryal as now is, and amazing 
7 height 
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heighth of trouble beyond what former times haye 
known, when one of the greateſ# events of Provi- 
dence in behalf of the Church, fince the revealing 
of Chriſt to the World, until his ſecond coming, 15 
afluredly near in the fall and overthrow of the zzan 
of Sin, IV, We have clear ground alſo to judge, 
that ſo great an Eclipſe as ſeems almoſt Univerſally 
over the State of the Reformed Churches, is no go- 
ing down of the Sun thereon, (whatever did befal the 
moſt famous Eaſtern Churches to an utrer diffipati- 
on thereof 3) if theſe different Periods of time be juſt 
ly conſidered, how their Sun-ſet did then fall in with 
the Entry of that great Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian 
Church and with that long and diſmal Night of Am 
tichriſts Reign ; whilſt now this hour of Trial on 


E the Churehes, doth meet in that bleſſed Period of 


Amichriſts begun fall, and of a growing Light of 
the Goſpel, and when the Scripture fo clearly war- 
rants our Faith herein, that the Work of Provi- 
dence is to Plant, and not cut of, but to bring for- 
ward that Intereſt af the Reformed Churches, un the 
founding of which the Mediator bath ſo eminently 
appeared in the Glory of his Power in theſe lat 
times. V, It is ſure we now live in the Evening, 
and Extremity of time, when the motions of Pro- 
vidence may be expected to be more quick and ſpee- 
dy, as being ſo near the Centre, and to the laſt E- 
pocha, and Period of all Prophetick Chronology ; 
wherein the Glory of God in his Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs ſhall moſt eminently ſhine forth, and theſe 
Scripture Truths which were formerly dark and ab- 
firuſe, with that Evidence ſhine forth in the event, 
as ſhall cauſe ren to wonder at their former thoughts 
and tamblings thereat. Ang here I muſt ſay, thas 
| there 
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there is ſuch a ſight now in the Earth, as the Re. 
miſh Church, in its Complex frame and ſtate, in fo 
different a mold caſt from any Power or Juriſdiction 
elſe, and ſuch a Compound of a Civil, and Spinitu- 
al Monarchy in one and the ſame Perſon, 1s ſo ſo+ 
lemn and undeniable a Seal to the Chriffian Faith, 
and Divinity of the New Teftament; that it's ſtrange 


why this is not improved more, againſt the Arbe- 


j/m of this time, that ſuch a viſible event gf the 
' Scripture is now in being, which was fo clearly 
foretold by the Holy Ghoſt 1500, years ago, with 
its proper Circumſtances, 9s to the manner of that 
Antichriſtian ſtate, with its Riſe, Growth, and Du- 
ration, 2513 to Admiration ſtill evident to the World, 
when nor the leaſt ſhaddow or appearance of fo 
ſtrange Future Emergencies was to be ſeen or could 
have entred mens Thoughts ; to ſhew it onl 

could be revealed to the Church by him, to whom 
all his Works are known from the Beginning. This 
I have looked on, as fuch a Confirmation to the 
Jruth of Chriſtianity, that no Miracles in the rſt 
times of the Church could haye more evidence for 


the ſamey yea if ſuch a party were not in being, 


both whar it now 1s and in former Ages hath been, 
it might in another manner ſtagger the Faith of the 
Saints, to a queſtioning the Truth of the Scripture, 
than its moſt formidable appearance this day can 
do, VI, I ſhall but add here, that we know and 
are ſure the Lord hath reſerved his greateſt works 
to theſe latter days, wherein his Judgments ſhall be 
maniteſt ; and that one of the moſt eminent Manife- 
ſtations of his Glory before the cloſe of time ſhall 
be Conſpicuous in the fall of Antichriff, on whoſe 
ruines that Glorious Houſe which Chriſt is yet to 
have 
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have for himſelf both of Jews and Gentiles, ſhall 
be prepared and built up; and though this great 
Echipſe of Antichriſtian Darkneſs, ſhould yer more 
revail, even over the viſible Profeſſion of the 
Truth in the Churches of Britain, and Treland, there 
is no cauſe to be ſtaggered in the Faith of Romes fa- 


-zal Period, being near, but to look hareon accor- 


ding to the Scripture, as the laſt attempt of that 
wounded Adverſary, which will be found 'in the 
iſue to have the moſt immediate Connexion with 
his greateſt downfal, and the Reviving Glory of 
the Church ; for ffrong is the Lord God who judgeth 


her. 


SECTION IV. 


Qu. V Hat is ſpecially called for, i this 
' day, of ſuch as are accountable for 
ſo great a Tak of Light, and Confirmations to our 


. Faith ? 


Anſ. 1t this were ſuitably taken to Heart, we 
could not but reckon our ſelves under the greateſt 
_—_— and cal, to ſuch an improvement here- 
0 +, 

I, That weaccount itnot enough to have a Fazrh, 
for quieting our own Spirits, but alſo ro confirm 0- 
thers, by putting to our Seal that God is true, in the 
great Afſurgnces of his Word, and to Santtifie him 
before the World; which is ſo important a Duty, as 
the Lord was wroth even with a Moſes, and Aaron 
for one ſhortcoming, when he called for the ſame, 
Nemb, 2.0, 12. and it's ſure in no time was ſuch a 
ſpecial truſt more repoſed thereon, than in this Age, 


both 


%. 
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both. as a publick Debt on the Church, an 
Perſonal on each Chriſtian, how to witneſs for 
the Lord, upon that great Intereſt of his Faith- 
fulneſs and for Tranſmitting the fame, to the 
Ages to come, by a Confirmatory Seal, and Te- 
ſtimony thereto. 

I. To reckon our ſelves alſo under ſome more 
than ordinary call this day, (each in their preſent 
Capacity and Station, ) to appear for the Credit 
cf the Truth, and ffemm fo vilible and impetuous a 
Tide, as is now running of diffruft, and of a diſcre- 
ditable fainimeſs ; for it may be ſaid; never was the 
Chzrch under the New Teftament fo remarkably 
held under ſuch a Trial, as that wherein the Lord 
did prove the Charch of Iſrael, Numb. 14, Or had 
a more evident reſemblance thereto, in the ſame 
Circumſtances as in this day, if they were ſeriouſly 
pondered ; As ]. How in the ſame manner, ſuch a 
falſe and evil report 1s too viſibly raiſed upon the 
bleſt ways of the Lord, to difcourage and faint the 
Spirits of his People, as was then by the Spyes, that 
there were inſuperable dithcu]ties in the way of the 
Promiſe, by Reaſon of the Anakims, and of their 
walled Cities, and did thus oppoſe the Credit of 
Senſe, to all theſe Aſſurances which God had given 
zo their Faith, II, That this highly dtſhonourable 
Cowardice and D:{ruſt did fo ſeize on that People, 
as was like to reſolve ina vilible revolt,,and to cry 
for a Leader to go back to Egypt agains which a- 
mongſt too many. in this time may be juſtly feared, 
Il. That this was after ſuch extraordinary Confir- 
mations which the Lord had given to the Faith of 
bis Church then, who had by his own immediate and 

Qut- 


(79) 
out-ſtretched hand, fo lately brought them out of 
the Houſe of Bondage, and from the Iron Furnace in 
Egypt, as rendred their misbelief to be a guilt un- 
der ſuch Aggravation$? as the Holy God didin that 
manner plead, Verſ, 2, Theſe ten times have they 
tempted me; who have ſeen my Glory, and my Mt 


 racles, which 1 did in the Wilderneſs, Szc. IV. But 


herein we hope, and are Confidently ſure of a bleſ- 
ſed Diſparity in this reſemblance, as to the »umerouſ- 
"ſs of ſuch, who ſhall be found of the Reformed 
Churches, to Ad ſomething of that part, which 
theſe Heroick Witneſſes, Caleb and Joſhua did ; and 
were then put to ſtand alone therein 3 who through 
Grace ſhall yet appear with ſome meaſure of that 
Spirit, and withſtand fo high a Tide of fears, difs 
couragement and unbelief as is at this day; and 
thus to plead againſt the ſame as theſe did, Num. 
14. 9, If the Lord delight in us, then let us not re- 
bel againſt him, neither fear the greateſt difficulties 
that can be in the way, &'c. V. And 1s not the 
ſame Precedent of Providence, of ſo ſingular a re- 
ſpect as the Lord did then teſtifie to his Caleb and 
Toſhua ( who were of another Spirit in following 
him fully, in that day ) a continued Affurance, for 
all who ſhall be helped to any honourable appea- 
rance of rhis kind, by. making them ſee, and mhe- 
nit the Truth of his, Promiſe ; yea that ſuch a reſt- 
due as out-lives this great and amazing ſtorm ſhall 
have ſomething of that Teſtimony to bear alſo, 
which.: Caleb gave, Toſh, 14. 8, 10. My Brethren 
which went. up with me made the Heart of the Peo- 
ple faint, but I frlly followed the Lord my God, and 
wow behold the Lord hath kept me alive, mw .- 
elle 
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bleſſed they, whoſe Souls are raiſed with that Holy 
Zeal for the Truth,to ſtand up in this great breach, 


by a reſolute Profeſſion of their Faith, and Witnel pai 


to the Faithfulneſs of God, as ſuch great and cx- 
traordinary Confirmations, given thereto, now call 
for, 

LIT, Ir is one of the ſpecial Duties of this day we 
hand alſo accountable for, how to ſtemm this high 
and growing Tide of Prejudice, and Reproach againlt 
the Reformed Religion which in ſome unuſual way 1; 
now alofr, and raging ; and by Manifeſtation of the 
Truth to gain ſome more awful regard hereof on 
mens Conſcience, that they may ſee ſomething of the 
Glory of our Profeſſion, and in what manner it main- 
tains its Conqueſt as no way elſe can pofiibly claim; 
I. Which reckons none to be the true and genus 
ine Profefſours hereof who imbrace not the ſame up- 
on Evidence, and with reſpect to its Intrinfick Excel- 


lency and worth z nor does Judge the Intereſt of Re- (9 


ligion to go by number, and poll, where this is 
wanting ; but purſues that end to have men in- 
gaped firff to be Chriftians, that they may be true 
and ſincere ProtefFants s and therefore can admit 
no ſuch Mcrhods of any baſe Compliance with the 
Humour and Intereſts of Men, which its Principles 
will not bear. II. Which in its courſe is eyer 7e- 
gular and Certain, according to the Rule of an 
Unchangeable and Eternal Truth, without depen- 
dence on the will of man herein, or any mutable Re- 
volutions of the Time, III, Which doth with the 
greateſt luſtre ſhine forth in the Brighteſt Z:gbr, 
and is maintained bythe cleareſt Knowledpe ; yea 
by the furtheſt plainneſs, and openneſs of Heart, 
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oly (owards 'all, commends iefelf; ſo that the World 
ch, nay ſee, ir,eſpouſeth not mens Afﬀettion, betore it 
iefs pains on their Conſcience 3 and. it hath their Judge» 

nent, fixed on a judicious T'ryal, before their Reſo- 


ution z nor accounts the Truth of Religion, can 
rer ſub&@ſt by an external ſhew and Protefſion, 


welfyithout its known Evidence and the Efficacy there- 
gh of on mens Souls; IV. Which fincerely follows 
alt rhe Catholick Intereſt of Chriſtianity and publick 


ood of Mankind, in promoting the great Ends of 
be Goſpel, ſo as the World may ſee its higheſt In- 
tent is fo exalt all Divine Inſtitutions, and advance 
the Simplicity, and Spirituality of Goſpel Admini- 
_ ( according to the revealed Ru/e) amongſt 

en, as that which doth moſt nearly concern the 
Vitals of Religion and an Inward Life of Communi- 
on with God: V, Which Plcads an Imparrtial 
Tryal of all its Adverfaries, whether the Principles 
| of our Profeſſion er of Popery, give the greateſt Secu- 
rity to Civil Government, and founds the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations ro Afagiſfracy and to all Czvil, and Mo- 
» © 74] Daties, by which the awe and venerable eſteem 
- © of Religion is Kept up in a Nation. lt 1s high time 
| 
| 


that men ſhould cefſe to be impligite, and become 
expreſs upon this greateſt Intereſt they have with- 
in time, which is the Truth of their Profeſſion in the 
matter of Religion's when a Deceit on{Miſtake here 
s of an Eternal Concern: Upon which account, 
without reſpe& to Intereſt, Party, or Education, 
| have this day ſought to know the Truth, and 
what Adverſaries could poflibly pretend, to Re- 
proach, or Prejudge any for the Reformed Religion ; 
All they can do, is but to charge mens Corrupti- 
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on and Offences in their Pra&tice, upon the Ru!, 
and Principles of their Profeſſion, that can never piye 
the leaſt Latitude, or Connivance thereto, but i 
clear as the Sun; when on the other hand I could 
know no other way, to imbrace ſuch a Profeſſion, 
as Popery, but by turning Atheiff, in the ff 
Place, and then quitting both Religion and Reaſon at 
once : But I can fay, in a reſolute Adherence to the 
Do&trine of the Reformed Church, 1 fear not to ad. 
venture my Soul, and enter into an Eternal State, 
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AN 
IDEA; 
'BOf the Confirmed State of a Chri- 


ſtian in Diſmal and Shaking 


Times. 


Ho? the Meaſure of all Chriſtians Effa* 
bliſhment in the Truth be not alike, 
but muſt have reſpe& to their different 
Trials, Talents, and Improvements for 
this end ; yet may it cauſe Aſtoniſh- 

ment to ſee, how rare any Study of this kind is now 

to be found, When it's not only one of the kigh- 
eſt concerns of Chrifianity, but in a more than or- 
dinary way called for, as the Work of this day ; yea, 
being this is a part of Religion, which ſeems leaſt 
improved of any, for the more general State of Pre- 
feſſours within the Church ; under ſome Conviction 
hereof, was this Eflay deſigned ; wherein with hum= 
ble Confidence ( I may ſay) the Truth hath been 
ſought with that Serious Enquiry into the Nature of 
theſe things held forth, as I Judged needful for ſuch, 
who have ſo great an Intereſt, and Adventure not 
only through Time, but for all Eternity, to ſupport 
themſelves upon the alone Certainty hereof 5 and 
ere theſe days of Trial, which we now ſee, paſs over 
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this Generdtion, it may be found this was not unfez- 
ſonable, or without cauſe directed to ſuch a time, 
if the Lord graciouſly bleſs the ſame ; nor will i 
( I hope |) be found unneceflary to preſent yer fur. 
ther, ſome clear proſpect of a Confirmed State in Re- 
l;gion, and what thoſe ought to be, who with Light, 
and Aﬀurance of Mind are like ro follow the Lord 
fully, in ſuch a day ; which is here cffered in a ſeven 
fold Charafer, under which a truly Confirmed Chri 
ftian in the Truth of his Profeſſion may be Stated, 
CHARACTER JI, He is one who bath an. 


ther Sence, and Impreſſion of this great Study for at iſ 


taining to a Confirmed State in Religion, and is on 
big her grounds preſſed to follow the ſame, than mf 
of the Viſible Church do apprehend ; and ſhould be 
thus Canfidered, 

I. As oneto whom the Glory of the Chriftian 
Profeſſion is in the higheſt Degree dear, and who 
would have the World fee, thar ſuch as imbrace the 
fame, and do moſt fully Adventure on the Teſti 
mony of God 19 his Werd, are thoſe who walk 
on the higheſt Principles of true, and enlightned 
Reaſon; yea, who take deeply to Heart that Obli. 
gation which 1s on all, who deſire to advance the 
Repute, and Honour of the Trath, to be in ſuch 
Terms therewith upon its own Evidence, that they 
may know how to Confute and Shame Atheiſt, 
and Infidels, if called thereunto, 

2. Who ſee alſo, that ſuch is the State of fallen 
Man, as ſtands 1n need of all the Contributions that 
can be, not only to ſtrengthen the Chriſtians Faith, 
to bear our againſt the ſtrong Afﬀaults of Infidelity, 
bur to gain alſo more Credit and Veneratren to the 
Trutb,with choſe whoare not eaſily dealt with, but by 
: ſuc 
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ſuch means as bear ſome Congruity to their Natural 
Light, and Reaſon ; for which end the Lard bath 
afforded his Miniſterial helps, to render.the Unbe- 
lief of the World, and all pretence of Hefitation a- 
bout his Truth more inexcuſable, 

2. He alſo ſees, that the moſt important, and 
Fundamental Truths of Chriſtianity, need the great- 
eſt Confirmation in his Faith; and thoſe who enter 
into ſo high and diſcriminating a Profeſſion from the 
refidue of the World,need to know in what manner 
they embrace the ſame. "He. ſces that rhe natural Or- 
der of things does abſolutely require to have the Foun- 


dation ſure laid, on which- ſo greata ſuperfiruture 


mult reſt; ſo as he judgeth it a Work by it ſelf, and to 
need ſome peculiar retiring his Soul in the molt ſeri- 
ous receſs, and Compolure thereof, ro-artain_ a fed- 
faſtneſs in the Truth, and to know the ſtrong and 
firm Conveyances of that greateſt Myſtery of the Go- 
ſpel, in ſuch a manner, as needs not a new 41- 
rack to Confirm the. fame. Bur he knows that 
no ſharpneſs. of mens Natural Underfanding a- 
bout the Truth can ever attain a true Reſt, and Set- 
tlement of Mind therein, without an humble, and 
ſerious Spiris ſtooping down: before the Wiſdom of 
God, and. entring as a /ittle- Child into his School ; 
and hy thar bumble Prad#ice, and Obedience of the 
Goſpel, there is an'undoubted coming up to the 
greateſt' Aſſurance and cleareſt Demonſtrations of the 


ſame, fob 7. L7G. 
4 He knows that as nothing tends more to ſhake 
Mens Spirits; and ſtagger them about the Truth, 
than a Light: and Tranſient View hereof, ſo does the 
greateſt Eftabliſhment follow, on the neareſt ap- 
proach by a deep and ſerious Enquiry about the ſame g 
G'3 and + 
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and he clearly ſees that if fach who look but at 4 
diftance on the way of Religion, did but once come 
to have their Spirits exceed in a more ſerious Refle. 
Ffion thereon, the firff view they ſhould have, 
could not but be matter of Wonder, and Amaze- 
ment; to think what can ſupport a Soul in ſo mar- 
veilous a way as the Life and Praice of Chriſtianity; 
W hich is fo viſibly above Nature, and that where- 
in they muſt do violence to the ſameg wherein they 
muſt part with the Multitude, aud oppoſe themſetves 
#0 the firongeſt Tide of Example, and muſt endure al- 
ſo in Hope, and believe for things not ſeen, ( which 
were never the Obje&t of Humane Sence,) to any in 
this Earth ; and are oft called to part with the moſt 
deſirable things of Sence, upon the alone Credit of 
their Faith; yea, wherein they muſt enter that 
Profeſſion, on no other Terms, than to be Martyrs 
for the ſame, and Seal it with their Blood; fo that 
he muſt needs ſee a Chriſtian according to the Rale 
and inſtitution of the Goſpel, to be the greateft Rid- 
le, and Wonder of any fight within time z bur 
when fuch come more cloſe and near upon this 7ri- 
#l, and have ence underftood the Nature and great- 
weſs of that Security which theſe have to adventure 
on, and what is the Glory of their Hope, and the 
ſure Spring of their Supplies, for their Work and 
Trials within time ; then will this feg:vd wonder 
unſpeakably exceed the firſt 3 how it's poſſible that 
ſuch are not of a more raiſed, and enlarged Spirit, in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel, in that ſhort ſeafon they 
have here for it on the Earth, and -how'their dith- 
culty ſhould not be more, to:bear the Fop'of fo gr eat 
a Proſpett, and Expetation, than to bear any pre- 

{-nt Griets and Troubles, - Yea how amans _ 
- 3 YE ; wW o 


— ww om. ao was A£am ot 


(87) 
who indeed fincerely makes the Chriſtian Profeſii- 
on, is not in ſome more continued tranſport of r4- 
viſpment and wondering, to know that they are ſures 
ly made for their Eternel State in another World, 
and are among thoſe, on whom the glorious God hath 
choſen to have the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
ſhewed forth, in the Regions of Bleſſedneſs above for 
ever, 

5. He hath another fight and profpe&t of the 
Chriſtian Creed, than moſt who give an ecafie Aﬀent 
thereunto ; and hath his Reaſon ſo dazled with the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, and of the Wonders thereof 
as hath put him to ſuch an Exerciſe as that 2 Chron. 
6,18, How to Credit his Eyes therewith, the more 
deep Refleion he hath upon the ſame ; But will 
God in very deed dwell with men cn the Earth? 
He judgeth that they, who after ſome fluctua- 
ting ſuſpence, are admitted to ſee, the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, with that Certainty of its Evidence, as 
the greatneſs of ſuch a diſcovery does require; may 
have ſome reſemblance to that tranſport which the 
Angels had at the fr# Creation ; when the Morn- 
ing Stars Sung together, and the Sons of God 
ſhouted for Foy; to fee themſelves thus, who were 
brought out of pure nothing, entred into-that inef- 
fable Light of ſeeing God, and allo their own bleſ- 
ſedneſs 1n him, ,in ſo-high a degree, So that he 
accounts it one of the higheſt Attainmenrs of Religi- 
on, for a Chriſtian indeed ta believe the Articles of 
bis own Paith, and have his Soul as fully -perſwaded 
hereof, as of his being; that ſuch a time afluredly 
was, (and is now many Apes ſince paſt,) when the 
glorious Redeemer of the Church, the ſecond Perſon of 


| the God-bead came down from Heaven, and was re- 
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vealed 10 our Nature z that on him, as Surety to 
Divine Juſtice in the room of the Ele& Church, 
was the whole Guilt, 'and Sim thereof transferred; WW:hin 
and in this marvellous way did the Holy God rake iſ be | 
Satisfattion to"Himſelf, by Himſelf ; that thus our I verl 
Nature is exalted, by the Incarnation of Chrift a. iſ lels 
bove the Nature of Angels ; that the time is near ji Ser 
when rhe meaneſt aMicted Chriftian, ſhall rake in 8 of 1 
no other Air, than the Breathings of the higher Pa- I but 
radiſe above, and now hath an Eternity of Joy, and Il Ste 
Blefſedneſs betore him ;z that within a very little I Re 
time he ſhall know this welcome of our bleſt Redeem: lf for 
er to his Followers here on the Earth, Come ye ble. I fa 
ſed of my Father inherit the Kingdom, &c, Wha WW i 
Fe ſhall take off the Croſs, and pur on the Crown, iſ Li 
when it ſhall be then no more a matter of Fauh, I In 
but of Sence, to be Partaker of that Inheritance with 
the Saints in: Light ; and know thoſe Proper Man. I bi 
fions in that Stare of Glory, and peculiar Aſſignment iſ t! 
thereunto, which all the Redeemed ſhall then have; I 
and be put in the ſame rank with the E/eit Angels; I C 
to be as thoſe” pure flames of Lowe, and Foy; yea ſh t 
know what it 1sco. walk in the Streets of the New IÞÞ 1 
Feruſalem which are as Gold, Tranſparent as Chrj 

| 
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fal ; and what that meeting»will be of his Soul 
Perfetied, and in a Triumphant State, with his Gl6- 
rified Body, raiſed incorruptibie, and never: to part 
any more ; and to have his proper ſhare of that 
blefſed and greatef# Solemnity, that ſhall be celebra- 
ted in Heaven $z the I1ſarriage Supper of the Lamb, 
with the whole Triumphant Church ; and hear 
that honourable account which the great Fudge will 
then make of theſe Trials of his Faith,: and ſharp 
conflicts which he had gone through within time ; 
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with that ſolemn Teftimony of Approbation, which 
will be given hereof ! And fince it's ſure theſe great 
things muſt be a part of the Chriſtian Faith z can it 
be ſtrange, that ſuch, 'as would in that manner con- 
verſe therewith ( tho they be nor yer ſeen ) as na 
leſs undoubted Realities than any preſent Objed?s of 
Senſe, cannot be eaſily fatithed with a Jow degree 
of Evidence and Confirmation of their Judgment z 
but would have their Joy perfected fo far as this 
State of Mortality can bear ; and fo find it eafie to 
Rejaice, and Glory in Tribuiation, and ro weep now 
for a Seaſon, who are to rejoyce for ever ;. yea to 
ay in the Words of Adephibeſheth, Ler them: rake 
It all, and enjoy the ſame, ſince he who is their 
Life, and Exceeding Foy, Lives and Reigns, who is 
Infinitely better ro them chan all theſe things; 

6, He accounts the Strengthning ef his Faith, to 
be ſuch a concern, not only as 1t is his Souls Adwver- 
ture for all Eternity, but as the higheſt way of Glori- 
fying God here : "That whatever tends roa more full 
Confirmation of the ſame, he reckons alſo one of 
the greateſt Additions to bis Foy and Comfort with- 
in times and that theſe manifold Afiſances ( with 
ſuch Keduplication thereof ) which the Lord hath 
himſelf given for this end, are ſuch chat no Frag- 
ments of ſo rich a Talent ſhould be loft ; and tho he 
knows the greateſt Demonffrations of our Faith 


' add nothing to the Certainty of Divine Truth in it 


ſelf; yer are they thus given in regard of the ſtrong 
Trials of a Chriſtians Life, and of what their weak- 
#eſſes ſtand in need of for ſupport, | 

7. Irs in this Study, he ces and takes to Heart, 
how not only the Condition of an in the Earth, 
but the Profeſſion of Chriſt allo calls for ſuch a rec- 


koning, 
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koning, that he may have Trials in that manner di. 
ſpenſed, that no wiſible refuge will be found in the 
leaſt ro ſtand by him, bur all humane Comfort and Af: 
fiſtance will fail him,ſo that he muſt needs lay in Pal. 
laſt now in its Seaſon, and be founded thereon with 
that Aſſurance of Judgment, as is needful for that 
Day, when he muſt either get through in the alone 
way of Believing, againſt Sence, or Periſh, And 
tho no ſuch Attainments of Light can bear out then, 
without preſent, and immediate Influences from a- 
bove, and that it is ſure accomding to the Day, ſo muſt 
zbe Chriſtians Strength be, yet does he ſee allo, the 
want of an eſtabliſhed Judgment, and of ſome proper 


fock laid up of Aids, and Aſifances this way a-" 


gainſt a ſharp Storm, is like to make ſad work 4- 
mong the Profeſſours of this Age, ere the Trials of 
ſuch a rime have done their work. p41 
8, He ſees alſo how the greateſt Conteſt, which 
z this day in the World, is betwixt God, and Man, 
upon the Truth and Aſſurance of his Word; and that 
rhe higheſt Trial, and Probation of a Chriſtian, in 
which all the Trials of his Life do ſtill meer, may 
be reſolved here ; if they receive the Teſtimony of 
God in his: Word as an abſolute Security to relie on, 
yea or not, And tho this is the peculiar Glory of 
the only true God, to have an abſolute Dependance of 
his whole Work on himſelf, and to be the alone 
Centre of bis Peoples reſt ; yet may nothing be more 
evident, than that with moſt he bears that Name, of 
being their tru? ; when the whole burden and weight 
thercot lies alone upon vilible grounds ; fo that thofe 
Bonds, and Promiles which he hath himſelf given un- 
ro men, do bear no more Credit, than they have 
lome External Surety of in the Earth, which ny 
il 
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di. fill look after, to ſtand as it were good and reſpa- 
the I /ible for the ſame, which is the highelt 7ndignity can 
Af. be offered to the glorious Majeſty of God. 
al. 9. He docs much rake to Hearr'this preſens Pe- 
th Wl ri0d of time, wherein the flufluating ſuſpence, and. 
at I halting of ſo many under a vilible Profeſſion of the 
ne Ml Truth, is now one of the moſt diſmal Signs hereof ys 
d Þ and thar it ſeems to be the r47e, wherem the Lord 
7, © will in an unuſual way take this Generation off from 
+ | any implicite Profeſſion of the ſame 's and when thar 
great Roll of Viſible Profeſſors in all the Reformed 
Churches, may be ere long in that manner called, as 
each muſt anſwer to bis own Name;and be pur ro ftand 
to the Proof before the World ; when no Temporal 
Intereſt, but /zternal Motives and Certainty of the 
Truth upon its own Evidence, muſt bear one our ; 
yea that the molt eftebliſke may ere long find 1t nor 
| i cxſiz-to be kept from Staggering; and a few days 
come in the Churches way, more remarkable for 
Trial, than have been in ſome Apes before. 
CHARACT. II. 4 truly confirmed Chriſtian, 
may be thus alſo ſtared, as one who 1s in the fir 
Pace moſt deeply taken up about that rare Plog of 
Mans Redemption ; and to ſee thele great, and wore 
derful Truths there, not ſingly, and apart, but in that 
Harmony, Order, and Conſent of all the parts thereof, 
| as they are links together in this marvellous frame ; 
ſo as to make the whole one entire piece, And where- 
of no part does in the leaft interfere with another. 
Which he finds ta be one of the moſt Principal De- 
monſtrations of this great Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
which the Lord hath given for Cunfirming his Pco-0 
ples Fairh, And rbus in another manner than for- 
' merly, can he now entertain _ his Sou] herewith; 
gr” and 
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and have his Joy unſpeak ably heightened, 1. To 
ſee at once the,yuined State of fallen Man, and what 
a Flood-gate of all Evil is let looſe on Adams Race, 
not only orally in Sin, but what is Penal in the 
Woe, and Miſcries thereof'z yea ſuch a State, where 
all Hope of relief is for ever cut off in the way of 
Narure, or by any created help; and where the 
Execution of a Righteous Sentence on men for the 
voluntary Violation of a Law, Fufft, Holy and 
Good, can be no [Impeachment ( in the leaſt ) of the 
Righteouſneſs. of God 5 But then therewith he does 
ſee ſuch a relief brought to Light, as can not only 
anſwer the whole extent of this ruin, but the Glory 


of God more eminently diſplayed therein, than it the 


Law had been obeyed, or abſolutely executed in its 
Penalty on the whole race of man. Yea, ( which 
makes this more wonderful,) to ſee a higher Diſper- 
{ation of Grace unto man, now under the Golpel, 
than was to Adam in his Primitive State ; whereby 
innumerable Chriſtians are made to endure and'pre- 
vail over ſtronger Aſſaults, than broke him even in 
his Zntegrity ; which is a thing ſo marvellous, that 
the great and Infanite God only could find out and 
efi2Ct ir, 2, He does now ſee how clear a Conli- 


ſtence and Harmony is here, that he who had no, 


Sin by [nbefion, but was Holy, harmleſs, and Un- 
defied, thould be under the greateſt weight of Sin 
by Imputation ; and by the exacteſt Rule of Divine 
Juftic, be made liable to anſwer both the whole 
Duty, and full Penalty of the Law ; having, as Sure- 
ty berwixt the Credztor and Debtor, pur himſelf in 
is Peoples room, to anſwer the full demands there- 
of both for Debt, and Duty, 3, It is here he does 


ſpot- 


ſe that bleſt Conſent and Harmony betwixt the 


gontng — wing 
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ſpotleſs Fuſtice of God, and his marvellous Grace 
ſoas his Love 18 fo the higheſt glorified, in that mar- 
vellous way,which ſecures the full and compleat Sa- 
tisfaCtion of his Law, and all the rights of lnviolable 
TFuſtice, 4. Whilſt he is thus dazled with the 
greatneſs of ſuch a Light, and put to enquire what 
ſuch a myſtery can mean, he is then further led on 
to ſee that rare Plot and Contrivance of the Cove- 
nant of Reconciliation between God, and Man, here 
within time ; to be the very Duplicate, and Coun- 
terpart of that Erernal Tranſaction, and Stipulation 
between the Father and the Son; and rhus ſees what- 
ever God hath declared, and promiſed in the former 
to his Church, was firſt promiſed, and ſecured to our 
Bleſſed Head in the Covenant of Redemption; where= 
in as with a Reverend and Awful Diftance, fo with 
the greateſt Evidence of Light he is made to ſee here 
theſe reciprocal Ob/zgations betwixt thers, and mu- 
tual Truſt for making good the whole Terms there- 
of in the appointed time. 5, He does alſo clearly 
ſee that rare Ordey, and Harmony of time in theſe 
ſignal Periods of the Revelation of this great Myſte- 
ry of Chriſt, which from its more dark Diſcovery, 
and Dawning, did ſtill more glorioufly open its ſelf 
to the Church ; by a gradual Light, and unvailing 
of the ſame, as the Sun in its Courſe unto the per- 
fect day z yea he hath his Faich thus unſpeakably 
confirmed, to ſee herewith the Goſpel Church being 
ſtill the fame, whither of Jews or Gentiles ; and 
how that Series, and Conſent hath yet never been 
broken oft fince the beginning of a Church called 
forth from the Reſidue of Mankind, ſet apart as a 
peculiar People for the Lord; where none ever had 
Right and Priviledge to be Members of the hou, 

uct 
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bat by Faith is the Meſſias, and Profeſſion of theit 
Obedience to his Laws, '6. F.is in this Union and 
Harmony, he ſees all the Branches, and Parts of Go- 
ſpel Obediencemoſt exactly meer, and terminate, to 
advance both the greateſt Excellency and Bleſſedneſ; 
of Man, and Aſſtmilate him to the Bleſſed Image of 
God, Yea, how all the Rules, and Precepts there: 
of do fo entirely Confpire for this end, as may con- 
ſtrain the World to ſee, and admire the Glorious 
Nature, and Perfeions of him, whole Laws theſe 
are, wherein he does fo brightly ſhine forth. 7.Nor 
can he look ſeriouſly herein, and-not ſee that ſweer 
concord as a part of this Harmony, which 1s betwixt 
the Promiſſory, and Mandatory part of the Goſpel; 
ſo as the Chriſtians Comfort is moſt fully eſtabliſhed, 
and no Duty aboliſhed ; but the very Path-road to 
the moſt full Enjyments of the Promiſe, and pro- 
per way toattain reſt, and tranquillity of Spirir, muſt 
be ever by taking on the yoke of Chriſt, 8, Yea 
(co Confirm this entire Union, and Harmony more 
fully,) he now ſees that exact and marvellous Cor- 
reſpondence which 1s betwixt that firſt Fundamental 
Promiſe of the Meſſias, and the Events betwixt all 
the Ancient Figures and Types of the Levitical 
Service, and the Revelation of Chriſt himſelf, in 

which all thefe did meet as in their proper Centre, 
and now have their full End and Accompliſhment. 

. His Confirmation thus grows to ſee that wonder- 
tul Conſent of Chrift:anjty, and Native reſult here- 
of, to put fallen man in a due poſture towards God, 
towards his Neighbours, and towards himſelf ; ſo as 


he may know by Faith and Adoration how to enjoy | 


God, and his Frother, by Love; and thus by Pati- 
ence, Meekneſs, and Humility, to poſſeſs bis own 


Soul, 
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Gul, and enjoy himſelf. x0, Yea it is in this rare 
and wondertul frame, he 1s made to ſee ( and no 
Gght can be like this ') that exact correſpondence 
which is betwixt the Foundation and Superſtruffare, 
how the whole Trac of the Goſpes 1s but one Entire 
and Compleat means to Glorifie God, and reſtore fad- 
ln Man to the higheſt Bleflednefs? How that ex- 
cellent Stream of San#ification, does flow from thar 
Fountain Head of an Eternal Decree ; which does 
ſtill run under the Ground, until it break wp ar laſt 
in the Heart of each Chriſtian, by the Efe&ual Call 
of the Goſpel; andthus runs down through rime un- 


q til it loſe its ſe}f in that unconceivable deep of Perfes 


ion and Glory, Thus is it that each Chriſtan 
might attain ſome higher Degrees of Confirmation in 
bis Faith, . than moſt ſeem either to know, or look 
after, if he underſtood more how to improve this 
rare comparing work of Religion by ſetting the grear 
Truths and Principles thereof in their Order, and 
Dependance, ſo as each may be ſeen, in its neceſia- 
ry Coherence with other, and under irs proper aſpett. 
But the more deep RefleEtion and Enquiry he hath 
herein, he is the more wade to wonder, and finds 
this one of the greaz Affaults ro his Faith ? that the 
Revelation of Chriſt, and Redemption by his Blood 
ſhould bave no greater effetis this day amongſt men, 
and that the Chriſtian World is not in ſome other 
manner awakned with the Glory of this Light, and 
preſt after a larger ſpreading and Diffuſion of this 
highefs and wniverſal good to poor mankind ; Yea 
the more he conſiders this, it doth heigthen his A- 
mazement to think how mens deſigns in the matter 


| of Duty and Service for the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


canbe ſo low within time, whoſe Defgns and Hopes 
N 
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in the cloſe thereof are fo high in the matter of Ex 
joyment ; or take ſo little to heart, that the whole 
Day of the diſpenſation of the Goſpel,(amidſt the moſt 
diſmal Tryals that may fall in therewith,) is a con. 
tinued time wherein we are called to keep the Feaf,, 
and\from one Age to another celebrate the ſame, 
as 8 perpetual Fubilee of Foy, and Exultation, fince 
Chriff our Paſſover was ſacrificed for ws ; but oh how 
rare a thing ſeems this to be, and how lirtle of that 
flame and ftervency of Lowe to our Bleſſed Redeemer 
& now kindled on hu Altar * Such as might be 
expected on ſuch wonderful incitements thereto, 
and which once were in the Church, | 

CHARACT, III, Though a Confirmed Chri- 
ftian muſt be ſpecially ſtared as ſuch, one who knows 
the Internal part of Religion, and Sealing work of the 
Holy Ghoſt on his own Soul, which is not by words, 
but 7hings of the higheſt Trurb, Subſtance, and Rea- 
lity z, yet is henot ſatisfied ro know this by Spiritual 
Senſe, until he can ſee the ſame with the furtheſt 
Evidence of Light alſo to his mind 3 and have no 
leſs a clear and judiciows Tryal of this great Myſtery 
of Experimental Religion, tor confirmation of his 
Faith, than to be /en/ibly affeCted with the felt power 
thereof. And in the fir# place why this is neceſſarily 
requiſite and called for, with reſpect to the Confarm 
ed State of a Chriſtian, may be thus conſidered, on 

ſome few grounds. 

| 1. That the things of Religion, which muſt be ex- 
perienced within time, are ſuch ſublime, and wou- 
derful Myſteries, as may be juſt matier of aſtoniſh- 
ment,and make men a wonder to themſfelves,to think 
that theſe preſent Pledges of fo grear a hope which 
r to come, are no ſhadows, no appearances of 


things, 
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things, but-moſt ſure, and undoubted yealitzes; and 
that ſuch there are this. day' in the Earth, who know 
ſo.near a converſe with-an; Jnwv/ible God, arid the 
ſupernatural Truths of his Word, with the ſeofible 
feeling of - the. ineſtimable Lowe of Chriſt, by this 
d:monſtration of Experzence 3 yea, who in ſuch dif- 
mal Times;do alluredly know what the Foy' of bas 
ves Ye an immediate Fellowſhip with their 


bleſſed Mead 15,upon che. greateſt certainty of T'ryal ; 
r WW face thele-are (o high,: and marvelous things; which 
e Mexceed all: Natural Underſtanding, as the. felt Sweet- 
, ns of their enjoymenc:ſhould not more deeply take 
men up,  than'to ſee the Truth, and Surene/s of theſe 
« WW Principles, |whereon they build, | 
s 2,.:Bccauſe this Teſtimeny of the Truth of Ex- 
e WW trrimcntal; Religion, ſhould be underitood not only 
» £5 ics of bighett uſe for Chriſtians Perſonal Comfort, 
and Eftabhiſhment; but with refpe&t to the Publick 
/ WE Intereſt of- the Church 3 a ſpecial dury it is to have 
: WW the Creditrof:this greateſt Teſtimony, and Seal, Je- 
| WE mn frably: cleared, with the furtheſt ſtrength of 
'  barmoniows, ant argumentative. Reaſon, tor ſuch 
| WM who, look/ but ar a diftanceyet thereon 3 which may 
not only awaken therh to ſome deeper ſenſe, and im- 
preflion hereof, bur conſtrain them to ſee, how no 
Natural.Stience hath more.clear, and- firm demon- 
firations, than the Experimental part of Chriſtianity, 
(which is: the very Life and Soul thereof,)may have 
to mens Reaſon, and Judgment, tho? they never 
knew it within themſelves, Yea for chisend ſhould 
fuch, as. have experienced the Truth, and Verrue of 
the Goſpel, reckon themſelves as Witneſſes; who are 
judicially obliged to put their Seal thereunto ; and is 
now more called for, in an Age when no particular 
; H 


Truth 
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Truth ſeems more ſtrongly. impugned, than thy 
Reality of Experimental Godlineſs is ; andibecome a 
a Publick Theam of Deriſion'; tho? men muſt either 
quir the whole Revelation of the Scripture, or ſe 
this to be as Eſſential to the Cinftitution of @ Chr+ 
ftian, as Vital Principles are toa Living Man, 

3. Yea it's ſure herein, that ſuch as take Relj 
gion to heart,” muſt needs look to be py to the 
greateſt Tryal of its Certainty, and ſhould Fo near: 
ly concern themſelves, to know if they can abide u 
firmly by their Spiritual Senſe, as by that which i; 
Natural; and do know as ſurely in themſelyes the 
Oper ations, and Motions of a Spiritual Life, as that 
they have being by Nature; and that' here be no 

| Coubtful or abſtractNotions butwhich have haddecy 
Tryal, and' Reflexion on them; that they who dare 
to venture their Eternal State on the known cer. 
tainty thereof, do Reaſon their Souls to' x fedfalt 
adherence to the Truth, when they are called to ſa 
crifice thety Lives thereto; to wit, from the Rar: 
Experiments, and Proofs, they have oft had. of the 
ſame in their own Tryal. KS 

4, It doth more ſpecially call for a demonſtrative 
clearing of the Credit of this Teſtimony, -as one of 
the Serqgices of Religion, to promote the Kingdom of 
Chriſt amongſt men, which ſeems leaſt zw9proved 
of any with reſpe&t to the peneral State of ſuch 
who are within the Church, who are fo great ftran- 
gers to the ſame 3 yea ſhould be judged one of the 

great wants of this day, when Atheiſm'is now at o 
zRoniſhing a height, that'it'i3 not more ſtudied to 
have the Experimental part of Religion, (which in it 
ſelf lies deep and hid, and 1s a ſecret berwixt God 
and the Chriſtians Soul,) with ſuch clearneſs, and 
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by that wan#er of Evidence demoniftrated to the 
World, as might tend to beger\forhe-more Azfu! 
Senſe and Conviction hereof, (whenſach clear and 
ee unanſwerable grounds:might be icyproved for this 
'- I end). on thoſe who look.thereon as ſonwftrange and 
dark Rigdle, fo as they » could no-mgrei deny, or 
le withſtand the Evidences hereof, -- thaw* that! they 
have a.Living Soul which yet they never” ſaw ; or 
IE could ever be the Obje&ot Human Serfe; And how 
4 Þf ad a proſpect ſhould this give of rhe-greareſt part of 
"YN the Chrift:an World? who -not* only kndw' nothing 
"ll of the. Tyne Glory; 'ahd Spiritual Powers of Chriftia: 

vity, but have not the:very Notion, or any' Senſe of 
"0 Y the realicy-of ſuch a_thirg. Rn Ba Yb lk 
TY But inthe 2d placeiit w'thus that each'Chriftian; 
TY for bein (plidly confirmed in the —_ Religion, 
0 i 949.88 clearly ſee; a8:he; does ſenfibly frel;-the Truth 
of his own Experience; and have-his/Faith as fully 
* Þ cftabliſhed by this mward,' and preat' demonſtration 
= of pea hn God; as his 4ffettons are Fuickened, 


upon ſuch g; ad demmſtrarive grounds of the 
621: ainty.hercof, a8 rheſe are. 2g ek | 
1. By conſidering hus preſest, and former State 3 


that notzin”a dream, but in the moft*deep and ſe- 
”  rievs;compolure of ſpirit, | ke kriows thar once he was 
i thnd. abd wholly eftranged from this Myſtery of 
" Þl Chriftian Experience, which now he-Yoes ſees and 
once: had the fame ſenfwert hereof with ſuch who 
| do never at all refle on- the ſame; but no ſooner 
” I did the: Frutb, and:Power of Religion ſeize on his 
Soul,than he found himſelf entred mo 4 new World, 
4 to know the dawnings of this mervelow Light, and 

what belongs to theſe Enjoyments; and Vial A#; 
of Chriſtianity, thar havg not rhe leaft dependatics 
eany Natural Cauſe, . Hz 2: By 
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. 2, By cotifidering the marvedlom Superſtrudture if 
Experimental. Religion, which from the inward «). 
ſervation of:Chrift;ans in all Ages,is ſuch as the World 
could nos almoſt contain the Books, that might be 
written hereof; which yet.is ſo entirely founded on 
one, and. the ſame Foundation; and docs -iti- all the 
Lines of this. great Circumference, ſtill r6et in the 
ſame Center z;yea; thus how entire, and harmonious a 
thing Religion-in all- the parts thereof is within up- 
on the Soul, as-well as 2yithout ; ſo as every ſtep in 
3his way of the Experience. of the Saints is no-gro- 
ping in the dark, but what is by Line and: by Rule, 
with as ſure, and derhionſtrablea connexion! with the 
External Teſtimony of the Word, as there is in' Na 
zure betwixt the Canſe, and the Effect ; which afford; 
a more. wanderfyl afliſtance-to: bis Faich, Than the 
greateſt External Miracles could ever do; 'and tho 
the Spirit of God does ſometimes in an: extraord;- 
nary manner reveal himſelf-to men, (as a&#s' of by 
Soveraign Prerogative which make no-Rule)yer with 
the Eſtabliſhed Conſtitutions of bus. Word does the 
continued Experience of the Saints moſt harmoniouſ: 


ly ever correſpond, $1! 0 vo 1 
3. By conſidering thus alſo the Being;; and: Rea- 
lity of Grace, not. in its Effe&s:only, but in its proper 
| Cauſe and Original, and how the. Truth of Holineſs in 
the Life of a Chriſtian ,is ſo expreſs a Tranſcript of 
the Goſpel, in its Externah Revelation 5 that the 
Impreſs doth not more clearly .anfwer the. Seal on 
the Wax, than it doth beget the fame Form and 
Image of it ſelf in ſuch as believe; yea alſothat con- 
formity it bears to the ever bleſſed Archetype,as wel 
as to the Revealed Rule ; and how bright-a diſco- 
very 1s this of fo glorious g Beivg, and Nature, r 
das v4 which 
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which it's conformed ? Who is the alonePartern.ands 


Example of all Truth and Holineſs ; which is ſo great 
a diſcovery,as he is made to wonder,that men in;this 
Age are fo much awaken'd to find out the true Phan 


nomena. of Nature, '(tho' in its own room a moſt 
choice ſtudy, and ſpecially'defirable,) and will be as 


in a Tranſport, upon ſome rare Natural Experiment, 
23 made one in that 'manner cry out, #pnia tupnxg , 
I bawe found, I have found ; whilſt here is' another 
kind of demonſtration, and of more tranſcendent in- 
tereſt than-all theſe:could-ever amount to, on which 
the Eyes of moſt are this day ſhut. 

4+ « By. conſidering that -Unchangeable Conpruity, 
which #5 betwixt the nature of theſe things, enjoyned in 
the whole Inſt ttutions of the Goſpel, and mens being 
made happy thereby, now 1n their gags ſtate; and 
how greata Temporal Revenue of the Fruits of Re- 
ligion, as inward Confidence, Peace, and Serenity of 
Mind,doth as natively follow the life, and prattice 
hereot,as the Fruzt of a_Tree anſwers to its kind; and 
is ever found the alone trne relief of Mankind,againſt 
all the'griefs and bitterneſs of time z yea that it's no 
diſtance of place, but of mens ſpirit by impurity, and 
corruptiong-+that makes ſo ſad a diſtance betwixt 
God and: Man here in'the Earth. 

5. He is: thus-further confirmed upon this great 
Teftimony of - Experimental Religion, by conſidering 
that it's ſure ſuch as do bear this witneſs are known 
I, 4T'o-be ſuch who are of rhe moſt diſcerning, and 
judicious inthe things of Reaſon, as well as any elſe; 
2, Whoſe walk and praftice uſe to have the greateſt 
Authority over mens Conſciences with whom they 
converſe; 3..W ho are found moſt intenſly taken up 
mn the'retired work, and:duties of Religion ; _ can 

H ave 


, (102 ) 
have no reſpe& to the witnefe,. and obſeryation of 
others. 4. Whoſeek no Implicit Credit from any here. 
in ; but do pray men to come,and ſee, and*prove the 
fame in their own Expericncey with an appeal to the 
moſt exact Inquiry, and: rational Tryal'of | all. Man- 
kindjif here be any caſual rhing;, and if that Feſti- 
mony'of the DoGrinal,and Experimental part of Re. 
Iigion be not {till one, and the ſame. 5. Who alfo 
out of the moſt remote places of the Earth,and other- 
wife ſtrangers amongſt themſelyes, do yet moſt har- 
moniouſly meet in the-ſame Witne/s, and. are thus 
wutually diſcloſed to each other, by a near,and feeling 
intercourſe of their Souls, from ſuch an Oneneſs -in 4 
Spiritual State, and. thoſe Specifick Properties of a 
Spiritual, and New Nature, warh as diſcernible” evi- 
dence, as if one man ſhould meet with another of 
the [ame kind,. in ſuch a place of the Earth, which 
were only, inhabited with Beaſfs. Ter 
. 6. By, conſidering aM6, (with a deep and ſerious 
refleQion hereon,) that ſure,and known Cenjunttion, 
which is betwixt the moſt rare Experiences of a Chri- 
ſtians Life; and the moft fearching Tryals thereof, 
with that uniferm Conſent that hath-irall Apes of 
the Church been, in ſuch marvelous things; as theſe, 
1. What ſolemn Tokens and Teſtimonies of the* Love 
of God,and his Acceptance, are found uſually: ro meet 
his People in the entry of fome great Tryal ot” Ser- 
Tice for him 3 even in ſome unuſual manner then, 
* an #be ſenſe whereof, as it was with Elieb,they have 
been made to go many days after in a Wildermeſ5-(tates 
yea how. this, does not reipet Perſons: oniy, but 
Churches, that the > Word ſtill uſerh'ro go before 
with ſome feraarkable: 'comfroming work; two ſecure 
rhe heart pokare the Croſs..and ſome” rebar 
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of Perſecution comes, 2,,..'T hat as each day hath its 
proper burden, and work, ſo bath itits proper. allow- 
ie If ance provided for the ſame; which ſhould be'no lefs 
ie © fought after by a Chriſtian,than his daily Bread, and 
1- | when the preflure of ſuch-a day grows to ſome more 
{- © fogular height s fo alſo ſhould the expence hereof 
.. © be in Faith ſought for, andexpeted, 3, How the 
o Bf choiceſt Mercies are reſcrved to. the ſaddeſt Times of 
. I x Chriſtians Lot ; and moſt uſually croſs to.their own 
. © choice,and they have had the greateſt ſtruglings with 
s © thoſe Methods of Providence,which in the ifſue tend= 
| ed moſt to their Advancement, 4, Yea how the re- 

turns of a long deferred hope atter much humble 

waiting have been ro them, as a P:ſpah,whence they 
have not only had a clear,and comforting proſpect of 
' i their by-paſ# Tryals, but have been more fully con- 
i firm'd for the rzme to come;and can bear now that Te- 
ſtimony, that the Lord hath cleared all paſt things to 
them,and hath taken the Vail off bu work, which for 

long had been as a dark.and ſtrange Riddle, 

7, This likewiſe gives a moſt clear, and confirm- 
ing proſpect of thar great Seal of Experience, when 
he can now ſee, both in his own cafe, and-of others, 
what the i{ſue of believing in a ſingular Exigency, and 
Tryal,and upon ſome ſpecial a6t of ruſt, and adver- 
ture herein, does at leſt come to; which, the more 
deeply-it's conſidered, he finds one of the' moſt pe- 
culiar aſſiſt ances to bus Faith, and one of the greateſt 
attainments of Experimental Religion withintime;when 
he can thus ſee the ſame way of believing, (in ſame 
ſtrong and extraordinary. aſſaults, ) which he hath 
found to cruſh and break him herein ; which hath 
carried ſo many thorow in their ſaddeſt Tryals; bring 
him alſo in bis tura,to be an inſtance im. the ſame hind, 
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to bear an honourable Teſtimony to this ſure; and ex 
cellent way of believing before the World.” that none 
may tear,afrer hjm,to hold by the promiſe sf God, 1nd 
venture on that ſecurity,. (tho? it then ſeem againſt 
hope,) whoſe Diſpenſations, did yet nevenguever give 
his Word the he. © EA | 

CHARACT, IV. Hei atruly confirmed Chri- 
fian,who in a diſmal timegis not ſtag gered m his Faith 
from the preſent ſigns, and appearances thereof, but 
bath his Sowl ballaſted with ſuch ſolid grounds of con- 
firmation againſt the ſame, that thoſe Prowidences, 
whereat others-do moſt fumble, tend to his further 
firengthening in the way of the Lord, when ke doe; 
now clearly ſee ; 

1. How Tribulation, and the Croſs make one of the 
wolt ;Puſtrions, and beautiful parts of the wholeframe 
of Providence about the Church, and inthe Lot of 
czch Chriſtian ; ſo as there can be no poſſbie tumb- 
ling to any for want of Lighr here, that fore Tryals, 
ard Diftreſs ſhould moſt remarkably follow rhe 
in their Fournep,who have an Eternal Bleſſedneſs be- 
fore them\in the cloſe hereof; "when ſogreat a part of 
the Scripture 18 directed not only for comfort, but for 
clear condut? of the Chriſtians Faith, thtough all ihe 
intricacies and labyrinths oF ſuch a diſpetiſttion. He 
{ces how highly conpgruces 1t is to the Infinite Wile 
dem of God, that ſo ffrait and narrow a way, in 
fuch a {cate of Tryal as is here, ſhould go betore rhe 
ſtzte of everlaſting enjoyment ; that there ſhould be 
ſ11-b a Srage, and Theatre alfo, whereon the paſſive 
Graces of the Spirit, may not only be exerciſed;bur d1ſ- 
f'avcd in their true luſire,and glory before Angels, and 
men. Yea,rhat thus the Redeered of the Lord ſhould 
be fiſt rraimed-in fo ſharp a Warfare,as may not only 
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put a duc'walue, and veſpet} on the greatneſs-of thar 
Triampb;and Reward which is to comgyabut be mat- 
ter of sneffable Foy, and Exaltation, | that ever they 
were'admitted thus to evidence their Love and Ad. 
herence:to their Weſſed Head, and his Zrurb here gn 
the Earths and accounted worthy to. be put on ſome 
hotter ſervice and to: peculiar Tryals,and Conflicts this 
way beyond others,for ſome example,and;encourage- 
ment ' to the Church in their day:and here aiſo he 
can now ſee how the greateſt enjoyments of Comfort, 
are more owing to the moſt ſharp,and:afiidtmg Tryals 
of their Life,than to:the-greateſt exiernal;Calm; and 
that to: e&rdure patiently,and;ſuffer for the name Chriſt, 
s ſuch a Priviledge as the Ele Angels have.not been 
admitted. to. Yea, that the Lords :chaſ/ning work, 
and foreſt '/rmiting of - his own, 18 an LHet-alſo of ſa- 
wing; fo that thus, the; more deeply he -ſcarcheth 
here, the more does he:ſee,admire,and conſent to that 
glorious: piece of the: adminiſtration: of Providence 
about rhe:Church ; and: finds it to. be one. of the 
greateſt Confirmations of ks Faith within time. 

I, He does now clearly fre how the: Truth, and ' 
Fairbfulneſs of God is commenſurate to his whole work 
of Providence ; and that ail the Lines hereoi, as they 
do lead from bis Revealed Counſel inthe Scripture, 
(which-1s the adequate ſign of his Eternal Counſel, and 
Decrees,} fo 6o they return thither again, to make 
this great demonferation clear 5 that if a full Hiſtory 
were written of this World, and what hath been'con- 
ſpicuons thorow the whole ſeries of times paſt in all 
theſe Conjunctions of Inferwour Cauſes, (whether ne; 
ceſſary, free, or contamgent,' and of ſuch Events that 
ſeem moſt caſual,) it ſhould be nothing elſe but.an 
exict Tranſcripr, and Hiſtory of the Bible, to bear 

this 
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this witneſs, «That the World 5s nothing but God [1 
forth in his own Scripture-Light, But tho” a fall dif. 
covery' hereof be not attainable within time, yet is 
ita ſad; and deplorable want, that the great As of 
the Lord, in each' Age of the Church, are not-more 
ſearched,and ſought ont of all them that take pleaſure 
rberein,chatithey may be ſcen, obſerved, and admired, 
by thar-part of the Creation, Angels, and Men, who 
are only in a capacity toknow the ſame. Which is 
a Service for the Lord, wherein his. Praiſe, and 
Declarative Glory 18 ſo highly concerned, that a 
Chriſtian ſhould account -the meaneſt Room: herein, 
one of the moſt deſirable. Attainments within time. 
Yea it ſeetns juſt matter of regret alſo that this comes NW; 
not under a more publick Care, and notice of Parti- W;f 
cular Churches, and of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
( where Religion hath any true regard, ) to have iſ; 
ſach ſolemn Providences as occur in that rime, and if y 
place, which may be called moſt InftruQtive Provi- lf jr 
dences fo the Church, (and of afurther reach, and ex- ſh 
rent than ary Private uſe.) both Search'd after, and iſ 
Recorded ; as'becomes ſo high a Serwice to the Chr I i; 
ftien Cauſe, and one of the bigheſt concerns of. P«- ſh , 
feerity, in Orter to have them not only poſſeſſed of lf x 
A pure Religion, but of that Seal alſo, which the 
Lord hath m the great Ads of Providence appended if ; 
thereto, And thus to have that [zcreaſe, which I | 


each Succefſive Age brings therewith ro.the publick ll 
Stock of the Charch, looked after, as a piece of the ll ; 
greateſt rruſt repoſed thereon ; ſo that the Children lf ; 
riſe nor up and ſay, we have not beard, wor bave i * 
Zur Fathers faithfully communicated to us the won- il , 
Arous Works which the Lord hath wrought in their il 
time, | ORE | 
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g. He Þ thus alfs taught ro ſee the Deniinfitative 
auſes of the moſt ſtrange Judgments op the Chitikch, 
to be as clear ip the Scriptureas they are inthe event, 
\nd though the Holy God, in the day of bis Pati- 
nee, and Long-ſuffering, is not alike quick in the Ex- 
cution' of the Sentences of his Word 5+ yer-does he 
yer eſtabliſh the Authority of bis Laws by the works 
of by Providence in the moſt opportune- ſeaſon, and 
» Tudgment deferred is no acquittante, fo does it 
more threaten its being the preater, when it comes, 
than a quick and preſent diſpatch; yea though this 
zmpeſs which now blows'on the Churches of Chriſt,” 
come to a greater height, and the darkneſs be ſuch,” 
25 no Moon, or Stars may-for many days yet appear 
of any Vifible ſigns of Hope.z yer is his' Soul' thus: at 
reſt, whilſt' ke can ſee the Credit of the Trmth cleared, 
on which he hath more in 7ruf than any Adventure 
within time 3 and doth rejoyce, whatever miſcarry- 
ing there may be of Inferiour. Ends, that \this grear, 
and ultimate End of the works of God is ſecured 
herein ; 'and the Glory of bjs Truth does ſhine forth 
inthe moſt ſtrange and amazirg Ads of his Prow- 
dence,” Wwhetear ' many. are" ready ro ſtapger, when: 
they do'not wiſely conſider the fame, © wn 

4, He fees now likewiſe, ſo high a*value which 
the Lord puts on the Trial of bis Peiples Faith, ard' 
that the'grear diſpenſation whereby he deals with" 
men, 18 by truſt, and'on the credit of his Werd, av it” 
adds further to his Confirmation, to fee *I| humane; 
and Viſible Refuges oft teken out of his Churches fight, 
Yea his preareff works in the Earth make the pregteſh 
delay ere they be: brought' forth, and His Churches 
Caſes puto' far beyond help before 2' ewe, as the” 
brſt quickning of her ctuſhed; and almoſt dead bope, 
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muſt be-at-the 90uth of. the Grave; andibe is thy 
hereln more ſingularly ſtrengrhned, that! when! the 
Lord ſpeaks the;fame 1n.the yay of Providence, which 
he hath ſpoke in'his: Word, [; nor by Jdight. mor by 
Power, -] .that.he doth with unſpeakable Advanrage 
ſupply, and fill the room thereof by the next Word, 
[but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord. ] Which in this day 
ſhould with a full £ſſurance of Faith be both ſought 
and looked atter, G0 : 

5. Ir.js 3n this rare Study he attains alſo the great: 
eſt Confirmation-to his Faith, that could potlibly be 
defired within time ; to ſee now when it's ſo near the 
cloſe thereof, and after all the Revolutions of times 
paſt, how.the Truth and Faithbfulneſs of God, hath 


(as the,Sun, in its Strength, ) Kill kepr its way ftraight | 


and fixtamidf ail thoſe dark Clouds, which have been 
to darken the ſame, and is now gone its courſe, until 
it draws neer.to the full, and perfect day ;.. yea thus 
to ſee bow. /ignzlly this preſent. Age 1s beld upon that 
ſame. appeal, .andd folemn Teſtimony. which  Foſbus 
* gave, Toſhni123.14, That.not one thing bath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God. (pake 
concerning you, all are come. to paſs to you, and not 
one thing hath failed thereof; and. Solomon did bear 
alſo at ther Dedzcation of the Temple, 1 Kings 8. 56. 
Bleſſed be.the. Lord that hath given reſt unto his Peo- 
ple rae], according to, all that he prom:ſed, there hath 
not failed one Word of all his good Promiſe, which he 
promiſed by the band of Moſes: bis Serwant-; fo is this 
now that great-T eſtimony of the latter. days, and: the 
higheſt Tribure of Praiſe to the Glory of . God in bis 
Truth, which.can be given. by mep, that .;this.. pre- 
ſeat Generation ſtands.accountable w.make the ſame, 
yea, much greater appeal;t9:the, World, Og cn 
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inſtance*one Promiſe or Predi&ion of thar faced re-! 
cord of the Scripture which hath ever failed' or fal- 
en to the'ground,” but ray be' 755 day read in "rhe 
Event, and under thoſe proper circumſtances where- 
in it was fo rake place in'1ts proper' Seaſon, as *evi- 
dently'as it was foretold,' "And muff ftill* bear the 
ſame" witneſs, Pſal. T8. 3o.' That the” 'way of the 
Lord s per fett, and' bis Word tryed” on alkrthe Ad- 
ventures of Faith, and. Trials whigh'ro-this moment 
of time have been madehereof, and of hisbeing ſtill , 
a Buckler'ts ſuch as truſt' in him, and-are called rg 
ſend'thiv/glorious Teſtihmny to the ſtiteedding Apes, 
that it may' never ceaſe'ro ſhine or want a' publick 
witnels thereto before Jngels and*Aer,,funtil the 
whole rayfery of God in bis Werd be'finifhed; 1ri.thar 
magntfient cloſe which'ſhall be theregt ar ahie ſecond 
Commg of fbe Lord. a, 2574 ;Y DEN) _ * 

CHARACT. V.'A Confirmed Chriftian in this 
day ſbould be thus alfo fared, as one*who hath not 
only attiined a /olid reft and ſettlement f Mind, ups 
on the Certaznty of the Chriſtian Faith, bit does know 
the pare genume Truth of Chriſtianity, amidſt fuch 
high Oppoſitions betwixr the Rom1ſh, and' Reformetl 
Church herein, __ "0:07:46 AY OY 

And in the firſt place hath'in this 97anmer held him- 
ſelf upon ſuch a rr:al; '1. As one who knows there 
1s but one r7we, and ſaving Religion in the Earth; to 
which God bath annexed the Promiſe of Ettral Life; 
which can never be divided againſt it felt.” '2. Who 
knows'that within a little while his -Rel5þion will be 
iried in the Truth thereof, at the 7Fibujial of Chriſtz 
where'every man muſt give account of himſelf uno 
God, '3,, Who ſees there can be no poſlible* indrffe- 
rence in the Extericar Profeſſion of cither way, _ 
tnat 
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that ſa-high a contrariery"of Principles is in. this 0, 
poſition, that it the Dotrine. of Chriſ# be on the one 
"hand, at is ſure Antichriſitaniſm muſt be on the other 
"hand, 4, Yea who hath in that abfra& manner ſought 
to tate the Caſe herein with his own Sou),as if he were 
Juſt come our: of Pagani/mz to give a ſerious alſent 
to the Diwnity, of the Scripture, and were now pref: 
{:d to joyn. in. with that Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which, is, moſt exaaly conform ro the lame, 
in the: gene, and perſpicuons ſence thereof, _ 

\ Iatheſecond place he, bath ſought to know, how 


he could imbrace the Popiſh Creed, and adventure his i 


Ecernal itate thereon;or.how(he could extinguiſh hi 
Reaſon,.,and Gonſcience, (a far as to! believe that the 
Holy God would ever impoſe . ſuch « Faith\ypon men, 
as this 5; 1. Where he muſt abandon thels, 'Princi- 
ples of natural Reaſon,in the moſt neceſſary uſe there. 
of, which Gad-hark himſelf planted in mans Soul ; 
ſo as not to .4ruſt his own Eyes, but others in: that 
great Intereſt of his Eternal State; and with. his 
own conſenr be ſhut out from all proper knowledge 
of therule of his Religion 3 yea account a blind, and 
unlimited Obedience to men, amongſt the higheſt Ex- 
cellencies of Faith, 2.Where he muſt at once believe 
the Fulzeſs, and Perfefion. of the Scripture ; (which 
is not only fixred for that great end of bringing 
Mankind: to God,. but for ſuch an aniverſal uſe here- 
in, es ta make the Simple wiſe, and cauſe the Poor to 
receive the Goſpel; ) and yer believe alſo, thar it is 
a Maſs of dead, and unſenſed Charaers, uatil the 
Romiſh Clergy pt a juſt Senſe thereon, tho its Serſe 
and meaning 18 the very Soul thereof, Yea thus pals 
from the Letter of the ſame, and all Certainty of 
its Truth, ( from Intrinſick Evidences,- and. theſe 
& 
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Marks, 'and Characters *f-its Divinity, ) -whereby 
the Chriſtian Cauſe could be'maintain'd againſt Pa- 
gans. © 3, Where he muſt believe-alſothac theſe are 
the Words of Chriſt, Job: 7, 17. If any. man. do-my. 
will. botrall know-my. Dactrine, :whetber it be of God 
07 not, and'that men err through not knowing the Scripe 
tyre, "Mar,:2 2,” And yet believe. all.rhe while, that 
theſe ſacred Fountains of-. Light ſhould: be ſhut up, to 
key" men from Errors; and that the ſole right of un- 


derftanding-the ſame, | belongs to-a Few, nor to the _. 
Maltitude $, who'yet. can. pretend / no extraordinary = 


Aſſiſtance, or Revelation herein; nor: will themſelves 
core to theſe waters of Fealouſie ra.betried 4. W here 
he muſt:needs believg.that, the Scriptures'are the O- 
raches of God committel 20: the Church. to give ane 
ſwer in every dark Caſe, Rom: 3:2, The Type and 
Form" of ſound Dottrine, Rom. 6. 17, Unto whoſe 
Sentence in all matters both: of Faith and Praftice, 
weare epreſly referred, -1/a; 8. 2.0. . And yet believe 


alſo, that it hath nv-.4uzbority, or :Decifeve Voices 


but what is Precarious, and'dependant-on the Romiſh 
Church, And thus: Conſent tor have the whole Chri- 
fian Faith Viſibly wnbinged of the Foundation of the 
Scripture z and ſubjedted to a Supream, V3/able, and 
pretended Infallible Fadge here in'the Earth, with 
ſuch a claim of Dominion over the Faith of the Saints, 
as the Apoples of Chrift durſt never own, ' but :did 
fully diſclaim, '2 Cov. 2,'24, 5. Where he-muſt bez 
lieve that Feſus Chriſt came for this end;: to fave! loft 


man, and by one Offering hath perfeted for ever 


them that are ſaniified, 'Heb. 1 0. 18.: And yer joyn 
with the ſame, a Faith of a buman Satizfattion | for 
Sin, ſoas men may-both Merit, Mediate, and Super 
erogate,. go above what is necdful for m—_— 
an 


bs 


And fo be ſavedin the ſam&wayof Life, which wi 
by the Covenant of Works ; aſcribimg +no:mote tv 
Chriſt than'the. giving Salvation:to mens owa 44 
Tits; which:their own Intrinſick Value, and. Conduy- 
ity, doth require as a:Debt: 6.He hads.not\ how 
in the ſame Creed he could poflibly hold:by!-one. Me. 
Hiator betwixt God and Man, where a Pinrality for 
this'end is admitted ;* and by.the.. reality,of-Cbrijs 
-buman Nature, and his having a true and faite-Bo- 


#y, 'which is fubjeQed te:have a new created Being, 


© each time" in the 'Conſecrared Hoſt ;:0r beli.ve the 


Truth of his Sufferings :as:now. tully accompliſhed, 
and ro he'repaared no.more; when it-13 -in-that dath 
Stcrifice:of the Maſs ſtill offered, as a Prepitiatory Sa- 
erifice for the Laoing and tbe Dead, So on the :molt 
\(evere, 'and irmparnal inquiry, he cannot.find how 
one holding'rheſe Principe; ſhould-go aturther-length 
than 7orality's or claim another ſtanding than: by 
a Covenant of Works. 7 ./Nor knows he. how to-be- 
eve at once: che. Truth-of the Goſpel, ro be a Do- 
&rine of Holineſs, and Infinite Purity, and yet joynin 
the ſame Faith ſuch an Indulgence for men to Six, that 
AAoney mayiſtand for Merit, and the Rich may have. 
the moſt'exfe and Large Entry into Heaven, -Conceit 
thar it is a. raviledge tor men-to: deſtroy themſelves ; 
and: by External Sever:ties and. Penance to the Fleib, 
( like to rhe Lancing and Gaſbing of Baals Prieſts, ) 
ſupply the-room of Chriftian Adortification.- 8, Yea 
be finds it:ndr-poſſtble to. beizewe, that Sin;can only 
be expiated-by:the- Blood of. Chriſt,; and'is his alone 
Work, who. hath purged our Symbirſelf, Heb, 1. 3. 
Or that there'are more than 70:ways thar lead to x 
#wofold State: of men; ( a Strait. way which Jeads 
toa Life, anda Brogd unto Deſtruction, Mat, kt) 
| 0f 
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. (x13) 
ind yet believe that there is a Purgatory afcer this life, 
wherein men muſt be tormented and ſuffer extream 
Pains, to expiate ſuch Venial Sins, as their Prayers, 
and Penances here could not dos yea he 18 made 
to wonder how any who believes ſuch a thing, can 
ever have true Peace, or Comfort in the World; con- 
cluding that Papiſts do either take it as a Fido, 
or forget themſelves, when they are chearfyl. For 
the fear of ſuch a place, the Uncertainty of Releaſe, 
and how Jong a term it may be ere this Purging 
Work be compleat, ( when their own P/riters Afﬀfign 
no lefs rime, than 10000 Nears as needful to ſatisfie 
for ſome Szns, ) and fear leſt it prove a rea! Hell, 
muſt ſtill be a piercing terrour ; nor can he believe 
that ſuch ſhould Credit themſelves herein, who 
aſſume chis Power to Change the Condition of the 
Dead. Since were it really believed, that the Keys 
of ſuch a Priſon were here in mens hands, and Folk 
could, by the largeſt Bribes to :he Romiſh Church, 
get a ſafe Deliverance thence ; it were not ſtrange 
to ſee the Termporal State of Chriftendom in a ſhort 
time made over to theſe, We ſhould Judge they 
Were in & ſtrange manner indeed priviledged above 
the whole reſidue of men, who by ſuch a Power over 
the World to come could make fo eafie a Purchaſe of 
this alſo which is preſet. 9, He finds, and 1s 
ſure he could never get his Reaſon and Conſcience 
brought to ſuch a Faich, even tho he made a feign- 
ed Profeflion herein, of that pretended Supremacy of 
Peter as Biſhop of Rome, on which the whole frame 
and ftrufture of the Papacy leans, and the Vertue of 
all the Pardons, and Abſolutions founded thereon ; 
on which ſ@ many have adventured into an other 
World; except he would build on the Sand = 
_ [ Ys 
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os and not on the Reck, 10, He finds alſo hoy 
uch an Erefion of the Goſpel Church in her Mil. 
rant Srate here, as the Papacy in its complex fram 
is, united in ſuch an Head, as the Pope, © Who « 
the ſole Vicegerent of Chriſt in the Earth, is at once 
inveſted with a Civil Monarchy, and Univerſal En- 
pire over the Church, to impoſe, and judge in the 
higheſt TranſaQions which relate to the Eternal 
State, and Immortal Souls of Men, ) 1s a thing that 
as to Matter of Right, 1s as Forreign to the Seripture, ſte 
and inconſiſtent therewith, as 2abumeraniſm can Wi 
be, And as to Matter of Fad, is a Truſt that noo 
created. Beiny could ever Exerciſe, 1 1, He ſees, and Wb 
5 ſore that he muſt either loſe fight both of the Rule, ſſh 7 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, or have a juſt abhorrence hv 
of that way, wherein he {hould be 1nevicably Inv0-M y 
wed in a Virtual Conſent, and Acceſſormneſs toall that ſ # 
Craelty, and Blood which for ſo many Ages hath n 
been ſhed therein ; when it's ſo clear that this wsſW t 
no Exorhitance on)y of Prattice 5 but a Native r&b 
ſalr of rheir Tenets, and Principles, and not only d+ If h 
Jpenſed with, but counted an highly Meritorious Ser: if 
Vice; yez when it is ſure that under no Secular G8 f 
vernment of the moſt Tyramnical State that ever was Ii k 
in the World, hath ſuch Arbitrary Violence, and Op 0 
preſſion b*en exerciſed, Or fo much Innocent Blood 
been ſhed, as by this party. #2. And tho his Judge 
ment ſtood indetermined, and in an equal Ballant 
upan this great Controverfie,, he could not exerciſe 
Reafon, and not fee upon whar Hand ſuch a Deci/in 
15, 28 Was it) Solomons time of the true Mother of the 
Cid; and who do moſt ruefully ſeek to intercli 
themſelves in the imminent Hazard of the Chriſtian 
+844,and who under the lealt influence of RA 
74 
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how Mral Motives do this day ſtand for the Truth and Sub- 
Aili. MW ance of Chriftianity, and plead that i; be not de- 
ame Mſtroyed in envy and hatred to them 3 or on what 
> 4 de it is likely that this manner of Congqueſ# is moſt 
nce Mfollowed to gain men to the Profeiſion of ibe Truth 
by a prevailing Evidente of their own Light, and 
Judgment herein; and to require their cxaCtelt per/o- 
wal nal Tryal, and enquiry abour the ſame; 
hat ln the third place, tho he fees there can. beno pre- 
're, tence of DoFFrinal Wavering about the Reformed Re- 
:2n WW ligion, and finds it not ealze to comprenend how in 
no MWone and the ſame Age, wherein the Truth hath fo 
nd brightly ſhined, this way of Popery, ſhould have 
ie, Prevalence, or gain ground any. more, by SedutFion 
ce if with Arguirents to the Reaſon, er Conſcience of any ; 
ol. yer fince it is an hour of Temptetion, and of PFaint- 
at WW ing, above all that have been hitherto known, and 
th I mens eyes are Arreffed with fuch a Proſpef of the 
% i times, as is like to Sragger the Faith of the moſt eſta- 
& I bliſhed z he is prefled, (as counting it one of the 
-W higheſt Duties of this day, ) to knowand ſearch out 
r- WW what may afford greatelt Afiſfance to his Faith, 
- W from the Diſpenſations of Providence therein, and to 
« W know the Evidence, and Strength of ſuch Refleffi- 
* WM on as theſe are for this Exd, bs 

1. Thatit's ſure, as the ſmalleft things which the 
- W Lord does afford, ro ſtrengthen and ſupport againſt 
: W fuch a Srorm, ſhould be ſeriouſly improved, and ta- 
; I ken to Heartgſo does it lay us in the way of that Pro- 
WW wiſe for having greater things given to our Obſerwati- 
Wn; yea that now isthe time when ſuch as have been 
moſt comforted by the Word of Promiſe, may be 
put to the foreſt Tryal in their Faith of any, to keep 
of tumbling at the Fork of Providence ; and be thus 
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tryed according to the meaſure of theſe Confirmatim, 

2. Tho the Churches Declmings under greatef 
meaſures of Light may be too viſible, and that Re. 
ligion gains not by Perſecxtion as formerly, with ſuch 
an amazing change as is now in her External Condi. 
tion, yet he ſees it to be no ſtrange thing, when moſt 
fignal warnings bave gone before of fuch a Tryal 
with too evident Diſpoſitions towards the ſame, and 
diſcovery of its approach in all the Cauſes thereof; 
yea might be forſcen by all,that the Holy God would 
not ſill bear with an Impure, and wenlwvened Pro 
feſſion of the Pure and Glorious Truth of Chriſtianity, 
which hath now long been one of the moſt fad, and 
mortal ſigns in the publick ftate of Religion ; nor can 
_ It be found that ever any Church did decline and fall 
from the Purity of the Truth, and lofe ground here: 
in by External Perſecution, where a judicial depar- 
ture of its Life and Power did not remarkably go be 
fore ; ſo as 1t is not of late, this hath been cleatly 
preſaged, that ſome dark and unuſual meaſure of try- 
al from Amntchriſt, and the laſt Haveck of the Re. 
formed Churches, was drawing near, which would 
be fore ere it had done its work: ; 

3. He ſees alſo, how this preſent hour is not more 
ſearching and dark, than it may be clear herewith, 
1. Thatnow after the 5ſue of that Oppolition, which 
was berwixt the Chriſtian Faith in the firſt Ewtry of 
the Goſpel, and that dying Apoſtate Church of the 
Zews; and next, with the Pagay Empire, after that 
vew Erection of the Goſpel Church among the Gen- 
riles, which is now over; fo is the greateſt 7ryal of 
the /atter days fixed on the Deci/ion of that long de- 
pending Controverfie betwixt Chriſt, and Amichrif, 
%, That according to the ,Scriptuxe we myſt _ 
na! 
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that as after the manner of Egypt, that glorious Tri- 
umph mnd Delivery ofthe Church from Antichriſt will 
be ſurely carried on ; ſo the more near it comes to the 
laft aſſault ; (arid when chis falls in to have its proper 
yoo! 1n the Frame and Adminiftramon of Provie 
dence ;) the greater Extremity, Terrour, and Dark 
neſs may be expected alſo, ſuch as hath nor been in 
any former time, Yea with that united and formida- 
ble Conjuniion of Strength and growing Succeſs of 
this Adverſary for a time, that the moit eftabliſhed 
Chriſtians may be in hazard to ſtagger, - 3. Tharnow 
is the day wherein the Lord will have men know 
what it 18 to have the Bible as the alone Security of 
the Proteſtant Religion, on which they mult entirely 
reſt no leſs than as it is the ſole Rule and Standard 
thereof; which isa Tryal worthy of all that expence 
of the Pam, Anguiſh, and Wreſtlings, that can now 
poſſibly atrend the ſame, | 
4. Whilſt the great Standard of Antichriſts Ring- 
dom is viſibly izt up, and brought to the open field, as 
it's this day in the Church of France, and all humane 
help taken out of fight; yet does he ſee herewith, 
1, How this now is concluded, as the moſt infallible 
Remedy to recover Popery. And that Argument, to 
which they truſt more than to Peters Keys, to wit, 
theſe Sanguinary Laws by the Sword, and Rack, 
which they have again betaken themſelves to, tho 
ſuch an Argument the Scripture never knew, and 
ſober Heathens would abhor, and which gives up 
the Credit of all Religion to Atheiſm. 2, That there 
can be no more evidence of a deſperate and ſinking 
Cauſe than is here, and nothing elſe can ſupport it, 
bur theſe weapons which are not againſt the Conſci- 
ences er by any terrour of the ſecond Death, but ot 
| 72 the 
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the frf#, 3, That this is ſuch an Argument, (if they 


have not 1m a ſtrange manner forgot, ) which hath 
within theſe T eo Years been fo fully Anſwered, and 
by ſuch an immediate Appearance of God in the 
Kingdom of France, that according to theſe meaſure: 
of Cruelty againſt the Proteftants there, fo was it re- 
turned in a deluge of ther own Blood, yea fo botk the 
publick ſtate of the Church and Faith of the Saint; 
in the Truth was more deeply rooted ; and tho we 
yet ſee not the end of theſe wonders, but the Dark-ſid: 
only of the Diſpenſations of ſuch a day,' yet do we 
know this ſore Rod on the Church, 1s but as the Saw 
and Ax in the Carpenters band, who ſhall never un- 
do that glorions Work which Chriſt hath done, and is 
fhill turcher perfefting on the ruins of Antichriſt 
Kingdom. 1p 3.22 A Eero 

5, Tho ſome unuſual deeps, and Methods of Sub 
zilty be now on foot alſo againſt the 'Truth ; yet he 
cannot but ſee how nothing could more effeCtually 
tend toconfirm the Proteffant Canſe, and' take the 
Credit of Popery off the Conſciences of thoſe in their 
own Profeſſion who are conſiderate and in the leaſt (e 
rious herein;z' when the World muſt thus ſee, 1.How 
calie it 1s for ſuch to take'any Zdeaſare, and Lati 
zude in the Doftrinals of their Profeſſion, when this 
can moſt ſerve the junEture of ſuch a time,and height: 
en or narrow the Controverſie betwixt then, and the 
Reformed Church at their Pleafure z fo as ro'Sacrifice 
the Church of Rome unto the Court of Rome, it no lefs 
can ſecure that end, 2, That the moſt horrid Twrkiſh 
Slavery over mens Bodies comes no ſuch length, 'a 
that ſtrange e/aim thar theſe now make of an ab/clute 
Empite over mens C:ſeiences by the Swordzand to put 
then to fuch-a 77:9ufe of their Qbedience,that os 
_ ke ; al: 
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ſhall then be ſecure, if they but come the length to 
Sin againft their Light, and adventure on fo ſmall a 
thing as to goto Hell, and periſh Eternally ; Gince it's 
an external and feigned Profeſſion of ſuch away that 
they do thus farce from thoſe, who ( they ſee ) 
cannot in Faith be perſwaded hereof, 3. Yea it hath 
been too viſible how much that Maſter-plot, and En- 
ive, hath in theſe times been working, to take men 
firſt off from all Senſe of Religion, and deſtroy them 
in the ores of Chriſtianity, to make this Conqueſ 
more eafie, that ſuch may. have no Inward Defezce, 
and ſupport againſt the rerrour of humare Violence. 
Yea in this way, .when they have ſought how to d#- 
vide Proteſtants among themſelves, and betwixt Ru- 
lers, and them, this ſeems the /af and greateſt En- 
gine of all, how to divide berwixt them, and their 
God, Atting the ſame Plot, which was laid betwixt 
Balak and Balaam, as knowing that it's no naked 
fhew or Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion they need 
fear, ſo much as that O/d Proteſtant Spirit in the Pow- 
er and Life thereof, before which their Intereſt could 
never ſtand ; and dread nothing fo much as the rews- 
ving hereof, which as the band-writing upon the wall 
dd ever more threaten the fatal ruine of that King- 
dom, than any Humane Power, or Strength. | 
6, Here alſo he finds juſt cauſe of Aﬀtoniſhmenr, 
how Kings; or great Hen in the Earth ſhould give 
their Power to ſupport the Romifh Interef, which 
hath been ſo viſibly deſtructive to theirs: When its 
not poſſible to deny how it's fir/# advance, arid pro» 
greſs to that Supream height, which it once atrain» 
ed; and the declining of the Civil Empire, did by 
the ſame feps go together ; until Magiftracy was 
turned unto a dead Image, and Shadow, except its 
I 4 being 
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being enlivened by their breath and Authority, as it 
was during the whole height of that Antichriſtian 
Power, Nor will it be denyed, that, in theſe /ate 
times, the French Monarchy was never more: near its 
Diſſolution in its right Line, than by rhe Catbolick 
League theres and it would ſcem not eaſie to be for- 
got, how Henry the third, who had moſt fought to 
cruſh the Proteſtants in purſuance of that /zague, 
was at laſt conſtrained to flee to ſuch fer help; or 
by whom he was killed; and rhat Heroick Prince 
Henry the Fourth,who was firſt tabbed in the Mouth, 
and then in the Heart ; yea that the publick Records 
of that Nation cannot poflibly deny, but the Mouſe 
of Bourbon owes its Power and Preſervation. more to 
the Proteflants, ( without whom it had. been fully 
extint,) than Abaſhaerus did to Mordecai the Few, 
for what he found written in the Chronicles of Perſia, 
when the Decree was then paſt to deſtroy all the 
ſeed of the Jews. 

7, Asin no times paſt was ever a greater Exped7a- 
7:0» than is now, which way the Scale will turn, 
and what will be the end of theſe wonders,when the 
neareſt events of Providence are ſo dark and amazing ; 
ſo does he find this, in ſome extracrdinary way cal- 
led for, to be ftil, and ſee what God will do for his 
Church, and with humble Confidence look for ſome 
ſuch Diſpenſatien as hath not hitherto been in this ex- 
tream Exigence. And tho he do not appear in that 
way, and manner 8s in former times, that it ſhall be 
in a way more ſignally glor;ous, beyond what hath 
formerly been ; yea he does in Faith thus judge, that 
then is the Churches day broke; and hath found the 
ſure way of her Strength, and right Line of Duty ; 
when her Hope, and Confidence is taken off from all 


vifible 


viſible refuges, -and entirely ſetled on her inw1/ible 
Head, and his Promyſe pur to ſuit by Prayer without 


fainting herein, Ir is ſure the Truth, aud Faithful- 


neſs of God ſtands ingaged for Antichriſts fall, as well 
as for Sakvation by Chriſt, and ſince he bath ſaid 
this Adverſary fhall be broke and brought down, it 
muſt ſurely be, tho the duſt of the ground ſhould riſe 
for this end, and now is the Faith of the Saints cal- 
led for becoming the greatneſs of ſuch an 4ſſurance, 
on which are the Eyes of men, of their own Conſci- 
ences, of the Ele& Angels, yea of the glorious God, 
to ſee who does indeed Credit him in this day, when 
there is no ſenſible ſupport herein; and tho it now 
threatens ſorely the -departure of: many from the 
Faith, who had ſome vilible Profeflion-thereof, yet 
may it be hoped for, 'that the turn of the next Tide 
ſhall bring in more, with a Solid, and-true Increaſe 
to the Gburch, than theſe ſad days do now take off. 
CHARACT, VI, It is thus a Confirmed Chriſti= 
an ſhould be ſpecially. conſidered, as one who is not 
only at'reft on the known certainty of his Faith, but 
s ready.to render ſome account of the ſolid rational 
groundr and demonſtrations hereof, unto all who ask 
after\the ſame, and doth thus judge; 1. That theſe 
are wo oe and appointed means which the Lord 
hath afforded for the greateſt Confirmation of meny 
Faith within time; yea preferable to any external 
Miracles, which are-more extraordinary and remote 
Aſſiſt ances theretg. 2, That theſe are given as ſuch a 
great help to bis E, and Excitement of his Aﬀecti- 
ons to: follow the Lord fully, as may make him won- 
der how the greatneſs of theſe things,(which men are 
called to believe,) can come near their thoughts, and 
yet no more take them up about this Confirming 
og IT = Works 
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Work. 3. That the too vifible neglect hereof, both 
with reſpect to the Touth and Community of Profeſ- 
ours in the Church, ſeems one of the fad, and fur 
damental defefts of this day, The Reafons h:ceoh, 
with ſome clear view of theſe means whici: :aight 
moſt anſwer ſuch an end, are briefly offered, in this 
preceding Work. 

CHARACT. VII. A truly Confirmed Chriſtian 
may in the /aft place be herein alſo confadered,as ſuch 
whoſe Faith bemy oft tryed through all theſe Stages 
of C briftianity he hath been taken ; hath ſme proper 
Record of the moſt choice, and fignal Confirmations 
of bis Life, -to improve the ſame nat only for his own 
ſupport in that laſt warfare of death, but for ftrength- 
ning the Faith of others, wherein he does thus judge, 
1: That there could be no-true ſuppart or' relief 
from Religiov here in the Earth, if it cannot bear 
our then.. And that Death is the great 7 omrhſfone 

and Trial, when the true velxe and difference: be- 
twixt things of an Eternal Trutþ and ſubſtance, and 
the things of this J/orld, will be beſt ſeen, 2, He rec- 
kons each real Chriſtian, by his Profeſſion then en- 
gaged and accountable, ( even by ſome explicite per- 
ſonal Teftimony,) to put to his Seal that God is True, 
and bear the: ſame. witneſs with his: /aſ# and dyin 

breath to the Truth of Chriftianity, which be. __ 
in the whole courſe of his Life; and of that joy,com- 
placence, and aſſurance of Mind, which he hath found, 
and now hath in the way of Truth : So as to preſs 
the ſame on his deareſt Relations, as their alone true 
Intereſt. 3, He ſecs alſo, how honourable it is for 
the Lord, that ſuch whoſe Faith hath been oft 7r+- 
ed, (and when thus with Fox, and Admiration he 
eat look back on the moſt prefſing and conſpicuous 
Con- 
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Conflidis of time, )ſhould have it their laſt work to pay 
in ſome Tribute of Praiſe,unto him, whoſe Word, and 
Promiſe unto them did yer ever faz/. 4, He accounts 
the more weighty Tryals he hath been cerried thorow 
in his Chriſtian warfare, do both add more to this 
Service, and impart more to the wa/ze of ſuch a 
Teſtimony. 5. He judgeth this one ſpecial way, and 
adyantage,” whereby one Generation might declare 
the Truth-and F aithfulneſs of God unto another, in a 
Family Line and Relation, to ſhew forth thus that the 
Lord is upright ;, that he is their Rock, and with bins 
is wo Unrighteouſneſs, Yea which ſhould be marter 
of unſpeakable Joy, when now in his twr# he can 
fy that ſuch hath the Lord been to him» 35 whar 
were Davids dying Words, 1 Kings 1: 14. Who 
bath delivered my Soul ont of all diſtreſs; how that in 
no trouble, or exigence of his Life, be was ever left 
without'a door of Hope,” and thus alſo with Caleb, 
Foſh. 14. to; To give in ſome ſuch witneſs for God, 
* I am now near the cloſe of time,and do reſtifie, that 
* the Ford of bis Truth, and Promiſe, he hath ſurely 
© accompliſhed; which hath brought mee ſafe and bs- 
* nourably through, when ſuch as did diſtruſt the ſame 
* by misbelief,and ſought after another refuge, found 
*all rheir Confidences fail, 6, And knowing likewiſe 
how great a /uprizal Death may bes and chat ſuch 
as have ſhined in their day, may yet ſer'under a cloud 
and go filent off rhe Szapge; he judgeth it the more 
needful to have ſuch a prece of bis dying work prepa- 
red, as one of the choiceſt Legacies he can bequeuth 
to his Surviving Friends, in a ſeaſon when it hath 
uſually the greateſt advantage of weight and accep- 
tance : it being ſtil] qualified with Chriſtzan Prudence, 
and Humble Sobriety ; (oas all may ſee its whole in- 
tent 
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tent is to commend to mens Conſcience the way f 
Truth and Godlineſs and not themſelves, and thu 
dire&t it, for the proper uſe, and improvement of 
their negreſt Relations, I know it may be ſtrange to 
ſome, what is ſpoke upon this Head ; bur as it's ſure 
the preſent day hath its Duty, and each time of our 


Life hath ſome proper work, ſo I humbly judge, 


that this ſeerns to fall in, as rhe laſt Service'of a dying 
Chriſtian to his Generation, to deliver off his hand 
the Truth which he had received and hath oft pro- 
wed, with his Confirmatory Seal and Teſtzmong there- 
to, And now 1s it in ſome. more than ordinary way 
called for jn this hour of great darkneſs, when if the 
Security of the Abjolute Promiſes ſtood not good to 
the Church, .we might fear Re/zgion might quickly 
wear out, and 7ruth periſh from the Earth; and as 
ſs ſolemn and weighty a thing ſhould it be managed 
with much bumble Prudgnce,fo that it may be judged 
that there is no ſerious, and obſerving Chriſtian, but 
hath ſome peculiar *ngapements under which they find 
themſelves held even beyond others, yea ſome ſich 
Singular Coufirmations in the 7ournal of their Life, 
that ſhould not be eafie ro b:zde under the ground ; 
where the frengthning of others hereby is coneerned; 
and that ſuch ſhould not then leave the Croſs of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt at. loſs, or part therewith without their 
Teſttony, which hath left rhem at ſo grgat an Ad- 
vantage. And though: this is not to offer particular 
Rules in ſuch a Duty, bur that Chriſtian Wiſdom 
muſt dire&t herein, as the preſent Caſe is circum- 
(ffantiateg, yet might it be hoped, were this more 
taken ro Hearr, it ſhould be a fingular meaxs to make 
more deep Impreſſions of .mens dying Work on their 
Spir.ts, Even whilſt they are in bealth, to excite 
; | their 
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their ſurviving Friends, and to keep Rel;g5on thus 
alive in a Family ſtate, and Relation, and gain a 
more vener#ble reſpet# ro the ſame on mens Conſfci- 
ences ; yea to fix alſo ſtronger ingagements on the 
ſucceeding offspring. 

Thus is preſented here a ſhort 1Jes of the ſolid and 
judicious Work of Chriſtian Confirmation in the Truth, 
under theſe foregoing Charatters, to ſhew hew rare 
an attainment of Religion this 1s, yea to preſent here- 
in a ſpecial Series and Scale of the greateſt feps in 
this Confirmatory work, by which it ſhould be fol- 
lowed, And norit of theſe may be parted from 
other, though ſome be of an higher, and more ab- 
ſolute uſe for ſuch an end, And if it ſhould be obje- 
fed bere, What needs any ſuch expenſe of 71»9e, or 
pas in this Caſe, when it's ſure the Efſential Truths 
of the Goſpel are not queſtioned, and that without | 
internal evidence of the Spirit, no external means of 
this kind can be of uſe, I know thar it's the alone 
work of the Holy Ghoſt, to beget a Divine and ſuper- 
natural Faith; without which the furtheſt Ligbr,and 
Objetive Evidence, thougb backed with a continu- 
ed Diſpenſation of External Miracles, could never 
bear Chriſtians out, either as to Duty, or Comfort, in 
their paſſage thorow time ; yea nothing is in the 
leaft here ro ſubjeQ the Credit of our Faith to mens 
Rational Comprehenſion, but rather tends to enervate 
wholly the ſtrength of any ſuch Tencr, and take off 
all pretence for the ſame : But it's ſure alſo, I muſt 
quit all ſolid Security in the way of Religion,and any 
clear founding in the Light and Certainty of the Scrip- 
ture, or admit theſe things as undeniable, 1. That 
ſupernatural Faith is the molt bighly rational Light 
that's within time. And that none who profeſs the 
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Name of Chriſt can be of ſo low a fize, 5s ſhould 
not be preſſed, and excited to. be much abour this 
Ground-work of knowing the Truth, and Principle 
of their Profeſſion upon its op Evidence ; yea are 
thus called as new born Babes to drink in the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, 1 Pet. 2. Whichgas it's clearly in 
the Original, is the rational Milk of the Word, to be 
thus received no leſs on Convidtion, and Certainty of 
the Judgment, than with the our going of their af- 
feFions; 2. That asit's not conceiveable how a tne 
and firms Aſſent can be to Divine Truth, but on its 
known Certainty, fo here is no reſolving of the Chri- 
ſtians Faith on the ſtrongeſt rational Evidences here- 
of, which muſt ſtill be reſo/r:c4 on the Frſtimony of God, made 
clear and evident to them to be ſuch. 3. Ir is ture alſo, the 
Lord hath not given ſo latge a meaſure of theſe Grounds, and 
Demonſtrations of his Truth with ſuch redoubled Arguments of 
that kind, to be of ſo ſmail regard, as is with moſt. Burt 
for ſome great, and univerſal uſe hereof ro the whole Church, 
and knew how needful fuch 4/iftances to the Faith of his 
People would be, whilft they are on rhe Earth. 4. That 
theſe means, which tend moſt convincingly to found a ratio 
nal Aſſurance in the Judgment, are the proper Yebicle of the 
Spirit of God, by which his ſtaling Work, ſhould be both 
ſought and expetted ; nor can I judge how the Credir, and 
ufe hereof ſhould be ſo ſmall, and nor on the ſame Ground 
air any External Ordinance of the Goſpel ; which wirhour 
che Spirit of the Lord can never profit, nor how we ſhould 
expet and ſuit his Corfirming Work on the Soul, when theſe 
greateſt Confirming Means, which he hath given to the 
Church, have no juſt weight : Bur oh; how wonderful a 
Teacher is the Holy Ghoſt, when ſuch ordinary means fail, 
and are inacceſſible, by furniſhing his People |then with theſe 
ſirongeſt Arguments of Love, and Power, who having had but 
ſmall Meaſures of Light, yer were not unfaithful ro improve 
the ſmalleſt degree of ſuch a Talent? 5. Yea fo great 4 
thing 15 1t, co attain a ſolid Faith of Things wholly remote from 
our Senſe, and ſo far above the reach, and Appreberſion of Na- 
7ure, or to have an abſolute reliance on an izviſeble Refuge, 


for our preſerit and Eternal State, as ng common Aﬀent 
can 
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can anſwer, when the very reſt and quit ofthe Soul maſt needs 
lie in the fare and firm Perſwaſion heteof. 6. It 1s too vi- 
fible alſo how lictle the Prattical Uſe of ſuch 4 mean hath yer 
been eſſaied in the Church, thaz all who are members thereof 
might no leſs know the Strmmgth aud Firmneſs of the Foundati- 
01 of their Faith by its own Evidence, than the General Articles 
of Religion. The moſt uſual inftrufing work lies almoſt 
wholly about the Neetich part of Divinity, there ſeems not 
that ſerious regard to preſs the Diazortick part hereof on Mens 
Conſcience, as if this were to be reſtrained to a few who 
are more Knowing, Learned, and of an Inquiſitive Spirit 
about the rational Certainty of the Truth, and for whom theſe 
choice and abundant helps of this kivd, which are in this 

, ſeem more peculiarly direted. Ir's ſure, that the 
Chriſtian Faith in the frt-rimes did remarkably then ſpread, 
and prevail, by theſe clear Evidences berrof to the Fudgment, 
mide Effeftual by the Spirit of God, more than by extraordina- 
ry Miracles. Nor knew they otherwiſe wha It was to be 
Chriſtians, but by imbracing the Truth with a full Aſſurance 
of Vnderſtanding, no lefs than of Delight and Afﬀettion. Bur 
if it be objeRed, it is not the Caſe now, where Religion is 
planted in a Nation, and hath an uncontrollable Publick Profeſe 
ſion under the ſupport of Humane Laws; 1 know no admitred 
weight this can haye, except that it ſhould be granted, that 
Chriftians now be Born, and nor new-created. 97, Yea is 
It not ſure, ( tho it ſeem lictle underftood, ) that the prima- 


| 1) Grounds, and Evidences of our Faith are not only as to 


their End demonſtrative of the Trath, and Divinity of the 
Scripture, but are upon the Matter, ſuch Demonſtrations allo 
which moft natively reſult from the ſame by infallible Con- 
ſequence 3 and are thus to be accounted not as Humane, but 
Divine Arguments, given us by the Spirit ef God, 8. I ſhall 
but farther add, how ſuch as do ſeriouſly ponder things, will 
find this Demonſtration to be no more important than clear, 
that to be a Confirmed Chriftian, and 8 Confirmed Proteftaut art 
Convertible Terms ; and thar if they that are under that De- 
plorable Bondage, and Darkneſs of Popery were bur once awe; 
ked to ſee the Truth, and Certainty of che Chriſtian Faith, 


| by its Intrinſch and Objeftive Evidence, and taken off that 


brutiſh Credulity, and Dependance on the alene Credit of 
others herein, it might be ſaid the ſtrongeſt Engine to hold up 
that Profeſſion were then broke, and we ſhould ſee the De- 
tirine, ang Rule of Faith ro be vf ſuch full, and prrſpicuces _ 
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gence from the Scripture, as without Blaſphemy they could 
not ſeek from the Lord to give them a plainer Rwle, than 
what he hath there given. 


READER, 
T'S like thou mayeſt think ſtrange, how thiſe few Sheets in t5 
cloſe fall 3s here, after the foregoing part was finiſhed ; but thy 
they meet in one Deſigu, and Intereſt, yet was not this then intend. 
ed until the former was done, and if it might tend to a ſolid uſe, and 
Fruit unto any, I (hall forbear a further Apology berein. I may truly 
ſay, the wright of the Subje& bath carried it ſome further length 
than was deſigned, whin I ſo much ſought to ms as I ain 
at in any thing of this kind, that through my defire to avoid an 
wnneceſſary multiplying of Words, I fear left it may make ſome things 
fem a little dark at the firſt view: Tho 1 hope, not upon any ſiri- 
04s peruſal of the ſame. Two things I muſt further crave leave to 
add; 1. That when ſome Succin& View of the great Aſſiſtancts, 
and Confirmations of our Faith is here offered, which theſe of t|1 
lowift Capacity of the Church, might with that advantage improvt, 
as in a few hours, by reading it ſome times over, may be ſo far in- 
preſſed on their Mind and Judgment, that they could give ſome clear 
and judicious account thereof ; it may be by ſuch but ſeriouſly weigh- 
td, and tahen to Heart of what concern the uſe bereofie, 2. That 1 
humbly judge allg it were a moſt ſpecial Service for the Truth in this 
gay, to have (ome ſhort Dire&ory, and remembrancer of the great 
AQs of the Lord, azd4 Monuments of his Providence now r- 
der the New Tiftament, in that manner beld forth as might moſt 
tend to ſome Univerſal Ute of ak within the Church. 1 Conftſs 
my deſire preſſed me to ſome ſmall Eſſay bertin, with intent to hav! 
gopttd it to this Work, but having with much ConvitAon 14id this 
wholly aſide, as to any further appearance that way, ſo is it with 
an Earneſt Defre, that ſome more qualified, might take to Heart and 
under their Hand ſo great a Service both for thety Generation and Po- 
fterity. I; us ſure the Lord bath aefigned bis People to be taught th: 
greatneſs of bis Works as well as the precepts of his Word, and as no 
Duty is more preſſed than this under the Old Teſtament, both as to Pul« 
lick and Famth Inftrudtion, ſo are we no leſs accountable in theſe laſt 
times fer this Improvement of ſuch as art of known, publick, and un- 
controlable Evidence, and ſhould be the care of each Age to bavt 
that Solemn Remembrance kep! up hereof, ſo as not a few, but the 
very Multitude within the Church might be as & publick Librar), 
ad Repoſitory of thr ſame. 


FINIS, 


